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I’m here! I was a skeptic of love at first 
sight until about 12 hours ago.  This place 
is unbelievable—thank you so so so so 
(times a million) much for sending me 
here. I’m safely in my house just off the 
beaten path, enjoying the hammock on our 
rooftop terrace that overlooks the city, and 
getting cozy with my Lao phrasebook.  I 
can’t get over how lush and friendly this 
place is.  There is a wat right outside of our 
house so, instead of having an alarm clock, 
I awake to the sounds of gongs and monk 
chants every morning circa 7am.  Last night 
I had my first glass of dragonfruit-mango 
juice.  You were right about the euphoria, 
but when that subsides I think it will be re-
placed by a quiet respect and love for this 
city.  Know that I’m safe, happy, and so 
darn thankful for this opportunity.

—Julie McWilliams
Vientiane College, Vientiane, Laos

The job is great so far! I feel like I’m go-
ing to be writing another thesis here, except 
on a different subject which is much more 
complex and with a lot less information… 
and I’m getting paid to do it. It’s cool stuff, 
and I’m given a lot of freedom. I actually 
feel like I’m accomplishing something 
here and even using my esoteric education! 
Sidenote—there was an elephant chilling 
on my block the other day. I was pleasantly 
shocked.

—Alanna Gregory
ICE Consulting, Bangkok, Thailand

A brief update on my internship at NRDC 
in Beijing so far. The office is extremely 
dynamic, and I’m having a lot of fun with 
my project and learning a lot. My two main 
projects are analyzing the effect of urban 
planning on traffic congestion in Beijing, as 
well as writing up a background report on 
the reconstruction in Sichuan to encourage 
a rebuilding that is both safe and “green.” 
In a nutshell: it’s amazing.

—David Cohen-Tanugi
National Resources Defense Council, 

Beijing, China

Yesterday was the day I went to the Taj Ma-
hal. Except that doesn’t describe it. Yester-
day was the day I went to Agra. No, I guess 
the best way to put it is this: yesterday was 
the day I saw rural India. Except Agra is 
most certainly not rural. So how about this: 
yesterday was the day I saw the most beau-
tiful collection of sights I have ever seen. 
The symmetry, the adventure, the absolute 
freshness and beauty of it all means that I 
cannot hope to even touch on half of what I 
have seen in the last 24 hours.

—Nic Byrd
Naukri, Computer Programmer,

New Delhi, India

Yesterday after class, David and I went 
North a few kilometers and arbitrarily 
turned down a soi.  This led to the top of a 
mountain which led to a monastery which 
led to a gorgeous view and a beautiful, 
simple, conversation with a monk about the 
prayers and atmospheric sounds coming 
out of the loud speakers (“nice sounds for 
meditation”).  Afterward, we headed back 
and stopped to accept an invitation from a  
group of farmers to share their whiskey and 
meat-on-a-stick (I think it was hot dog!).  
We mostly smiled and laughed.  After ex-
changing what few words in each others’ 
languages we knew, I discovered that they 
lived 3 km down “that” road.  I accepted 
both the cold, half-eaten hot dog and the 
benign bodily contact the old farmer sit-
ting next to me used to explain whatever 

As the PiA Class of 2008 touches down in their new homes in 44 cities and 18 countries around Asia, they have been sending 
back great dispatches from the field with their first impressions, accidental cultural faux pas, and ah-hah moments. We are 
pleased to be able to share some of these missives, the best testament to the importance of a PiA year.



“China. Yeah, I’m Definitely Going to China.”
Introducing Program Director Kai Evenson
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My decision came roughly three years ago, 
in September 2005, when I was vacation-
ing at a family cabin in northern Minneso-
ta. One evening, one of my mother’s child-
hood friends came to visit us and brought 
along her son, Joel.  As we sat around and 
chatted, I learned that Joel had just finished 
a year teaching English in South Korea and 
had loved it.  He enjoyed his work and had 
had enough time and made enough 
money to travel all around Asia.  I 
was sold.  

After a year in a cubicle and a rou-
tine in New York, I was primed for 
a change.

The focus on China specifically 
came in part because it seemed to 
be as far away as I could possibly 
get—geographically and cultural-
ly—from upstate NY.  Moreover, 
I had majored in Cultural Anthro-
pology in college, which seemed 
to make travel to exotic far-away 
lands expected, if not strictly oblig-
atory.  Yet, at that point in my life 
the most exotic trip I had under-
taken was a vineyard tour in southeastern 
Australia.  

Several of my college classes had focused 
on China and Chinese culture.  I’d taken 
coursework which focused on the Cultural 
Revolution, so I knew a bit about Mao.  
Thanks to Tibet and the Buddhist Himala-
ya, I knew all about Tibetan polyandry and 
Yak-butter tea.  Chinese Family and Kin-
ship Structure had prepped me on such top-
ics as foot-binding and ancestor worship.  
In short, I fancied myself a modern China 
expert—surely the place hadn’t changed 
much in the past twenty years or so.  And 
what did it matter if I didn’t yet speak a 
single word of the language.  Couldn’t I 
master it within a year?

I immediately began surfing the Internet 
for information about teaching in China.  
My research brought me to the office of 
Professor Cheng Li, a Hamilton professor 
and Princeton Ph.D. recipient. We spoke 
about why I was interested in China, and he 
strongly suggested that I apply for a fellow-
ship with Princeton in Asia, which was and 

is simply the best program of its kind.  So I 
did my due diligence and applied, without 
any real understanding or appreciation for 
how this simple act would change my life.   
After several months of emails, applica-
tions, and several interviews with Leslie 
and other PiA Alumni I was rewarded by 
a phone call from Leslie during which I 
learned I’d soon be going to Wuhan, China.  

“Great!” I said, followed by “Wait a min-
ute…where?”

The first thing I would learn, as I stepped 
off the plane into the steaming heat of early 
July, is the reason why Wuhan is consid-
ered one of the three great furnaces of Chi-
na.  Fortunately, I survived the oppressive 
humidity and had an amazing year getting 
to know the culture, making great friends, 
eating ridiculously spicy food, and enjoy-
ing the best punk music China has to offer.

After completing my first year in Wuhan, 
I was hooked—I knew I wanted to 
spend a second year in China, but I 
also wanted to experience something 
different from big city life. With that 
in mind I eventually arranged to 
teach at Shihezi University in Shi-
hezi, Xinjiang, the western frontier 
of China, which has a strong Mus-
lim minority population, and you 
can count the number of buildings 
with more than ten stories on one 
hand.  

Over the course of my year there, I not 
only fell in love with the rugged Tian Shan 
(“Heavenly Mountains”) and their beautiful 
valleys, peaks, and nomadic camel-riding 
Kazakhs, but also worked with the PiA of-
fice to set up a new post there, which began 
this fall.  This is by far my favorite place 
in China, and I’m very excited that more 
fellows will be able to experience a small 

piece of the Old Silk Road.

Over July and August, I had the 
pleasure of working on Summer of 
Service (SOS) with a great group 
of dedicated Princeton undergradu-
ates at Jishou Teacher’s college in 
Jishou, Hunan.  SOS began the 
year I became a fellow, and, after 
hearing so much about the pro-
gram, it has been wonderful to 
become involved with this student-
led, service-oriented program that 
teaches English primarily to young 
Miao and Tujia minorities in one of 
China’s poorest areas. 

My experience with PiA has been 
life-altering—this is a cliché, but 

there is simply no other way to put it.  In so 
many ways it has given me the experience, 
motivation, and confidence to become en-
gaged in personally meaningful activities 
as a profession. Most importantly, I have 
been provided the opportunity to catch 
a glimpse of another culture through the 
eyes of its inhabitants, rather than through 
textbooks.  It is an honor to be joining the 
PiA staff, and I look forward to meeting 
and working with all of you to ensure that 
the experiences of coming generations are 
as transformative and as fun as mine have 
been.

Kai Evenson stretches in his office.

Kai (middle) shows his PiA spirit on July 4th in Hunan 
Province with two Summer of Service leaders.



she mentioned to the 
owner that we were 
looking for a nice 
house to live in for a 
year but were having 
some bad luck find-
ing a suitable place. 
BAM! Thirty min-
utes later the noodle 
lady had us stand-
ing in a beautiful 
traditional wooden 
northern Thai home 

on stilts (complete with fruit trees, fish 
pond, and veggie garden) in a traditional 
all-Thai neighborhood cradled between the 
mountains. Turns out noodle lady’s parents 
retired away from Chiang Rai and are look-
ing to rent out their house. 

Moral of the story: Noodle ladies are 
MAGICAL.

—Theresa Koucheravy
Mae Fah Luang University,

Chiang Rai, Thailand

First of all, thank you so much for this 
placement. I am loving it. The company is 
so great and Asian in its ways. As I may 
have already told you, I was placed in a 
chemical synthesis lab which is exactly 
what I was hoping for. I have already spent 
three full days in lab doing real work for 
the company (although I’m still a little 
rusty).  Scientifically, this will be a great 
summer for me to sharpen my lab skills but 
more importantly to learn how pharmaceu-
tical companies work in China.  To be able 
to say that I worked in a company like this 
and can understand a fair amount of the 
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he was saying, but declined the second 
(and third and…) glass of whiskey they 
offered.  They learned that I was a teach-
er at Mae Fah Luang University teaching 
English and that I would be around.  The 
few times I could respond to a question in 
Thai not only elicited respect and the de-
ceiving notion that I could understand but 
applause and concomitant hoo-ha. I barely 
understood anything, though I nodded and 
said “chai” or “mai” when I had a hunch.  
I gleaned something about “two beers,” so 
I plan to come visit their home with a six-
pack sometime soon, if not to return their 
hospitality, to follow through on a commit-
ment I may or may not have made.

—Dane Wetschler
Mae Fah Luang University,

Chiang Rai, Thailand

Just a few hours ago, I landed and it struck 
me just how lucky I am to have been given 
this opportunity. I also want to let you all 
know that I was serious when I said one of 
my goals was to establish a lacrosse league 
in Jishou. I have lugged over my lacrosse 
bag, complete with equipments, balls, and 
eight sticks! I have been exchanging emails 
with a man who is the coach of the Irish 
national team and president of a Beijing-
based lacrosse manufacturing company. He 
has agreed to send a couple goals to Jishou, 

and help us in any other way 
he can. I think it would be a 
cool way to share something 
uniquely American with the 
Summer of Service partici-
pants. Thanks again for ev-
erything, and I’ll make sure 
to keep in touch. 

—Connor Reilly,
SoS Program,

Jishou Teachers College,
Hunan Province, China

My experience in Sikkim was astonishing. 
Heading out from Yuksom, a small town 
only a few kilometers east of the border 
with Nepal, I walked north for seven days 
and returned in three.  Along the way, I 
passed through rhododendron forests in 
full bloom and villages populated by Ne-
pali and Tibetan refugees. The Sikkimese 
have some radical ideas and quaint love af-
fairs and a healthy love for the very local 
tongba—sweet liquor made from ferment-
ed millet and sipped through a bamboo 
straw.  I had the opportunity to try 
some at over 3000 meters with my 
guide and a few of his cousins. Of 
course, 3000 meters was only the 
start of my ascent; ultimately, I 
climbed past two high passes. Fi-
nally, I reached 4960 meters and 
attained up-close views of eight 
mountains over 6000 meters in a 
vast panorama. I have fulfilled my 
dream of visiting the Himalayas, 
and it was all I could have asked 
for. Thank you again—I won’t 
forget it.

—Joey Puglisi 
Khon Kaen University,

Khon Kaen, Thailand

In three days I have bought a broken cell 
phone, successfully learned about power 
surges/almost burnt down the visitor apart-
ments, wai-ed inappropriately, and cursed 
with frustration over my inability to hear the 
difference between “mi,” “mi,” and “mi” 
(five tones are tough). In short, I have fallen 
hopelessly and completely in love with the 
Thai people and northern Thailand. Today, 
Ajarn Pim took us to her favorite noodle 
house (third shack on the left with the Coke 
sign). As the guys and I wolfed down the 
MOST AMAZING NOODLES EVER, 

(continued from page 1)

(continued on page 4)

Helen Smith and her new friends in
Sagada, a mountain town in the
Cordillera Region of Northern

Phillippines.

The new class of Singapore fellows enjoys sunset
at Pulau Ubin.

The Jishou lacrosse goalie in action.
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Princeton in Asia & Save the Children:
A Celebration

On Wednesday June 25, 2008 PiA was hon-
ored to co-sponsor a celebration in New 
York City’s Rubin Museum of Art to com-
memorate over ten years of partnership be-
tween Princeton in Asia and Save the Chil-
dren. Princeton in Asia has worked with 
Save the Children programs in Vietnam, 
Thailand, Nepal, Indonesia, and the Philip-
pines.  Together, our organizations share a 
commitment to improving the lives of the 
disadvantaged, promoting intercultural 
learning, and fostering sustainable, positive 
change.  Both organizations have recently 
reached significant milestones, over 110 
years of service for Princeton in Asia and 
over 75 years for Save the Children. We 
celebrated our experiences working togeth-
er with Charlie MacCormack, President of 

Save the Children, and David Newberg, 
former President of Princeton in Asia, as 
well as members of the Board of Trust-
ees, colleagues from both organizations, 
former PiA fellows, and one of the three 
new 2008 PiA fellows. Attendees were 
given a guided tour of the museum ex-
hibits and heard remarks from Adam 
Keehn, Director of Field Link Human 
Resources for Save the Children, Anas-
tasia Vrachnos, PiA Executive Director, 
both Presidents, and an inspiring surviv-
al story from former PiA Save the Chil-
dren fellow Margaret Crotty (Indonesia 
’94). Special thanks to Juliana Bennison 
(Philippines ’05-’07), former PiA fellow 
from Save the Children, who organized 
the event.

Rubin Museum of Art
PiA has found a kindred spirit in the Rubin Museum of Art (RMA). Located in the heart of Chelsea 
in lower Manhattan, RMA contains paintings, sculptures, and textiles from the Himalayas and sur-
rounding regions that span more than two millennia. We have been fortunate to discover this NYC 
gem and the enthusiasm of RMA’s staff for sharing and educating the public about the treasures of the 
Himalayas. We have enjoyed hosting great events, such as the PiA Lunar New Year Benefit (see Spring 
2008 newsletter) and the Save the Children Celebration, in this inspiring venue. We look forward to 
spending more time at the Rubin in the future and hope to see all New York City young alumni there 
on October 24th for a fun Fall Fiesta, which will be held in RMA’s K2 Lounge. 
The Rubin Museum of Art * 150 West 17th Street * New York, NY 10011 * http://www.rmanyc.org/

David Newberg and Charlie MacCormack
accept certificates of recognition.

(continued from page 3)
infrastructure is huge. I am living quite a 
bit outside the city center (about an hour by 
subway) so where I am is definitely REAL 
China. I have yet to see a non-Chinese per-
son within 10 km of my hotel so, needless 
to say, I am fully immersed and trying my 
best to pick up the language and customs. I 
also get quite a few funny looks and stares 
which are always amusing. 

—Scott Callahan
WuXi Pharmatech, Shanghai, China

Everything is amazing here. I found a place 
to stay fairly quickly, and my job is amaz-
ingly laid back. When I’m working on a 
story, they let me go out and explore with-
out having to check in at the office.  I’ve 
been writing quite a bit, mostly about art 
openings, though I did an interview with a 
guy from the band Simple Plan the other 
day (I had never heard of them but appar-

ently they’re famous…and terrible). They 
also let me come up my with my own ideas 
for articles, so I basically get to propose 
stories that serve as excuses for me to ex-
plore Bangkok. For example, I’m really 
interested in learning about meditation and 
proposed to write about it, so now I get 
to go visit a bunch of temples and meet 
monks for work. Thanks for giving me this 
awesome post!

—Anthony Audi
Journalist for The Nation,

Bangkok, Thailand

friday midday: i get lost on the superhigh-
way. i am terrified as giant trucks zoom 
around me. i narrowly escape hitting a herd 
of water buffalo that have come ambling 
down the superhighway in the wrong direc-
tion. my water bottle flies out of my front 
basket and hits me in my face. awesome. 

friday afternoon: after being lost for two 
hours, i accidentally drive into a ditch. all 
my school books spill out of my basket all 
over the grass. many motorists stare at the 
stupid white girl. a nice thai boy pulls me 
out of the ditch and then tells me he plays 
live music at the bar around the corner ev-
ery night and i should come! 

friday night: i discover that the beef stir fry 
i have been enjoying is actually liver stir 
fry. i switch to vegetable-only dishes. 

saturday afternoon:  i step into wet cement 
and thai construction workers burst into 
hysterics. i now have cement stuck under 
my toenails. 

—lexy collatos
ee cummings devotee and teacher at 

Payap University,
Chiang Mai, Thailand



I consider it a tremendous honor to have received the 
2008 Osawa Fellowship through PiA. When I first 
applied to be this year’s Osawa Fellow, I thought 
there was almost no chance I would be in an office 
in Tokyo, writing about my experiences in Japan. 
And what experiences they have been! With my time 
teaching in Tokyo drawing to a close, I feel as though 
I have accomplished more this summer than at any 
other point in my life. Being able to see the advance-
ment of my English students is a remarkable feeling. 
Two of my students leave Thursday to attend a con-
ference in Atlanta, and the idea that they relied on me 
to prepare them just blows me away. I’m not sure any 
other accomplishment can rival that of teaching. 

The fellowship is not all work. I’ve been all around 
Tokyo, taken day trips to several nearby cities, and 
even hiked Mt. Fuji! I’ve been able to experience 
Japanese history and culture in a much more intimate 
way than any class I could ever take.  My last two 
weeks in Japan were spent doing additional travel 
and working at Camp Msterio, an American-style 
summer camp for Japanese youth run by PiA Trustee 
Nozomi Terao.  What an incredible way to end the 
summer!

One of the highlights of my time in Japan was the July 10th recep-
tion honoring the 50 year anniversary of the Osawa fellowship. 
Organized by Masakasu Tsumuraya ’81, secretary of the Princ-
eton Club of Japan, it was truly an amazing event. The festivi-
ties took place in a museum owned by alumnus Toshio Hara ’60, 
whose family is actually responsible for the creation of the Osawa 
Fellowship. Mr. Hara received a scholarship to study at Princeton 

Osawa Summer Internship
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The Princeton Club of Japan celebrated the 
50th Anniversary of the Osawa fellowship 
program with 67 attendees at the Hara Mu-
seum of Arts on July 10, 2008. Attendees 
included Justin D. Frick ’10, the 2008 Os-
awa Fellow, Doug Lorentz ’76, Club Presi-
dent, Mitsuya Goto *56, former club presi-
dent, and the Nakajimas, Justin’s gracious 
host family. We were very lucky to be able 
to hold the event at the Hara Museum, a 
beautiful exhibition space owned by Toshio 
Hara ’60 who was the first Osawa Fellow 
from Japan to Princeton in 1958.

The origin of the Osawa Program dates 
back to 1956 when Yoshio Osawa ’25 invit-
ed his Princeton classmates for a reunion in 
Japan. Some 40 members of his class flew 
across the Pacific for a two-week reunion 
and sightseeing tour of Japan, all sponsored 
by “Seaweed” Osawa.  Reciprocating his 
hospitality, the tour group gave the uni-

versity a sizable scholarship fund to assist 
Japanese students attending Princeton.

Toshio Hara, our former president, received 
this scholarship in 1958. Those were the 
days of very restricted foreign exchanges 
for normal citizens in Japan, and, in re-
turn for receiving the scholarship funds, 
the Hara family gave a generous gift to the 
Princeton Club of Japan. The club voted to 
use the money to invite two undergraduate 
students to spend the summer in Japan. In 
July of 1958, Hamilton Meserve and Jack 
Huddleston crossed the Pacific and landed 
in Japan as the first Osawa fellows.

The program was devised to give the stu-
dents six weeks to live and work in Tokyo 
and then two weeks to travel the rest of 
the country and experience the full range 
of Japanese culture. While in Tokyo, they 
were given assignments to teach English 

to various groups of Japanese people. This 
activity provided the dual benefits of al-
lowing the interns to meet a diverse group 
of Japanese people and providing a modest 
income to allow for the continued running 
of the program.

Each summer, it is now the club’s most 
popular activity to welcome the PiA sum-
mer fellow to Tokyo and this year was no 
exception. Thanks to everyone who attend-
ed this year, and we look forward to seeing 
you next year. I am pleased to see the con-
tinued partnership of PiA and the Princeton 
club and look forward to welcoming many 
more students to Japan in the future.  

—Masakazu (Max) Tsumuraya *81
Secretary of the Princeton Club of Japan

Editor’s note: A tremendous thanks to Max for 
his dedication and passion for the Osawa Fel-
lowship. We couldn’t do this without him!

from Mr. Osawa, and, in return, his family set up the summer 
fellowship as a way of inviting Princetonians to experience the 
beauty and cultural richness of Japan. Alumni of all ages, both 
Japanese and foreign, attended the reception, and I was honored 
to speak as this year’s representative. The event was a true cel-
ebration of the impact of Princeton in Asia, and I look forward to 
attending the 75th and 100th anniversary of the Osawa Fellowship 
in the future!

—Justin Frick ’10, 2008 Osawa Fellow

Justin stares down at the clouds, three hours from the summit of Mt. Fuji.
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While teaching English in Chiang Mai on 
a 2005 PiA fellowship, several of my stu-
dents were from the various ethnic minor-
ity groups along the Thai-Burma border. 
Through their essays and presentations I 
learned about the decades of ethnic conflict 
in eastern Burma and the resulting health 
crisis. I visited the border several times, 
each time better appreciating the impact 
that simple medical interventions can have 
on conflict-affected populations. I made 
up my mind to spend a year on the border 
before medical school to both understand 
the obstacles facing health care in conflict-
affected areas and to help find ways around 
them. I was thrilled to receive the Carrie 
Gordon Fellowship and am back on the 
Thai-Burma border helping implement a 
malnutrition program targeting children 
under the age of five.

The Carrie Fellowship is supporting the 
initial malnutrition training and subsequent 
follow-ups for local health workers—the 
major capacity-building component of the 
program. Health workers will learn how to 
assess and treat malnutrition and practice 
providing education so that families under-
stand the risk factors involved in keeping 
their children healthy. Upon returning to 
their target areas following training, these 
health workers will initially conduct a nu-

tritional survey of 
children under the 
age of five. We 
hope the survey 
will provide the 
first thorough as-
sessment of the 
nutritional status of 
children living in 
these areas, form-
ing the basis for 
future advocacy. 
The health work-
ers will then enter 
malnourished chil-
dren into a feeding 
program, providing 
treatment accord-
ing to World Health 
Organization and 
border-specific protocols. In addition to 
training costs, PiA is supporting other ca-
pacity-building aspects such as educational 
pamphlets to be used in villages and proto-
col booklets for health workers in clinics.

The experience of living and working with 
a conflict-affected population has been 
transformative. Every day I interact with 
colleagues whose lives have been directly 
impacted by violence and health problems 
but who have chosen to stay and help im-

prove their local commu-
nities. I have also learned 
what sustainability really 
means, as training health 
workers creates a web 
of skills and knowledge 
that can reach remote 
villages otherwise iso-
lated from crucial health 
services. In addition, 
trainings are conducted 
in close collaboration 
with border-based health 
organizations so that ul-
timately local staff will 
be able to run trainings 
themselves.

Working on the bor-
der has also given me 

a chance to reflect on the serendipity that 
brought me here, and it all starts with PiA. 
Three years after first coming to Thailand I 
can now speak the local language and truly 
engage in the community. I am excited to 
be starting a medical career that will keep 
me involved with international health work. 
I am grateful to PiA not only for its support 
of the malnutrition program this year, but 
for the initial chance to travel to Asia in an 
environment that challenged me to push 
myself. The rewards have been immense.

Established in 2006 as a tribute to former executive director Carrie Gordon, the Carrie Gordon Fellowship provides funding to a Princ-
eton in Asia fellow or recent alumnus/a to work in Asia beyond the end of his/her fellowship. The financial support is used to sponsor a 
public service project of his/her choice that best embodies Carrie’s spirit, enthusiasm, and commitment to public service in Asia. We are 
pleased to present a brief update from Brent Scharschmidt, our ’08-’09 Carrie Fellow working to reduce malnutrition among refugees 
on the Thai-Burma border, and someone Carrie would surely be proud of.  For more information about applying for the Carrie Gordon 
Fellowship, please visit PiA’s website. Applications are due on April 15, 2009.

Earth Reverie: Ann Waddell (China ’05, Carrie Fellow ’07) recently completed her yearlong 
photo project to document life in rural China. After first traveling there in high school, Ann made 
several extended trips to Dadizui Village  
in Sichuan Province this past year in an 
attempt to capture a disappearing side of 
Chinese life. With increasing urbaniza-
tion and mass migration to the booming 
eastern cities, she discovered that the 

bucolic side of the “Middle Kingdom” was 
now largely populated by children, middle-aged women, 

and the old—a surprisingly harmonious mixture, dependent on each 
other and the land for survival. In the words of the artist, “they exist 
in a gentle rhythm with the land surrounding them and exude a quiet 
confidence that comes from generations of families having lived in the 
same place.” The life cycles Ann discovered are on vivid display in her 
recently published book, Earth Reverie.
The book is on sale for $30 and a portion of the proceeds will benefit the 
Village of Dadizui. Contact pia@princeton.edu for more information.

Brent leads a seminar on health.
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I can’t even describe the first thing that 
struck me about being back in Japan.

As I first climbed the stairs to my brief 
new home at the Ekoin temple in Tokyo, I 
picked up the smell of tatami drifting out-
side the building. It was an incredibly pow-
erful sensation that brought back a flood 
of memories—tea ceremonies, ryokans, 
English conversation classes in my tiny 
house in Yakage—that I’ve since lost 
the ability to detect. Like so many things 
in Japan, it’s a subtle difference to the 
landscape of life that soon becomes so 
natural you don’t even notice it.

Just like all the mannerisms I’ve un-
consciously re-adopted over the past 
two months: carving my way through 
crowded trains with a slight hand exten-
sion, offering agreement with an unar-
ticulated “nnn,” spewing forth sumima-
sens without even thinking. I’ve been 
thrilled when completely random words 
like dote (river bank) and hazusu (take 
off your shoes) pop out of my mouth af-
ter not having been formulated in thought 
or speech for almost four years. I never 
thought I’d be “Kurisu sensei” again. In 
this second PiA stint in Japan, I’ve redis-
covered this whole other version of my-
self, somewhat malnourished but still very 
much alive.

It all happened completely by chance—if 
you believe in such a thing. On a whim 
and despite an impending thunderstorm, I 
drove from Baltimore to Princeton to at-
tend an off-year reunion on an otherwise 
vacant Saturday. About midway through 
my second Singha beer at the PiA recep-
tion, I was accosted by Anastasia and asked 
what I thought had to be a joke: “Do you 
feel like going to Japan this summer?”

The previous Ekoin fellow had to return to 
America early due to a family emergency; 
the next fellow wasn’t scheduled to arrive 
until the end of summer. That effectively 
left a last-minute opening for a summer 
internship. Finding myself between gigs 

in Baltimore’s touch-and-go entertainment 
industry—and not expecting the next job to 
start until the fall—I had been preparing re-
sumes for a summer job hunt anyway. I just 
never considered putting Tokyo on the list 
of possibilities.

That was May 31. On June 8, I was climb-
ing the stairs at Ekoin.

The first sight of a kindergarten playground 
swarming with three- to six-year-olds im-
mediately stirred up memories from my 
first few days in Yakage where I originally 
did PiA from 2002 to 2004. There was a 
warm, joyful familiarity in the way the 
children coyly approached, asked where 
I came from, wondered how I got there 
(by train?), and then offered riceballs and 
dumplings made out of dirt.

The fine work done by previous PiAers 
made picking up the classroom routine 
easy. But about two weeks in, watching an 
old standby rhythm-and-hand-clap game 
connect with a class of second-graders, I 
felt the rush I used to get from my more 
successful classes in the past. Here was a 
truly rare opportunity to not only relive 
some of my best memories from PiA but to 
create entirely new ones with new students 
and new colleagues.

Eight weeks teaching at Ekoin was just 
enough time to live through the whole PiA 

Almost every PiA alum out there thinks about going back at some point or another. We all wonder what it would be like to return to our 
old post or to be a fellow again somewhere completely new. We speculate on where we would go, how we would handle the challenges, 
and how it might compare. However, it is incredibly rare for anyone to actually have the chance to be a PiA fellow a second time. Chris 
Yakaitis (Japan ’02-’03) was at the center of an unexpected confluence of events that recently sent him back to Japan, a full four years 
after leaving. The following is a brief recap of Chris’s magical summer.

experience at warp speed: disorientation, 
improvisation, exhilaration, comfort, new 
friendships, and pangs of regret at having 
to say goodbye.

Of course, while I deeply enjoyed my sum-
mer duties, I also couldn’t resist revisiting 
my old hometown of Yakage.  I was genu-
inely moved by how readily I was welcomed 

by friends and former co-workers, many 
of whom I had regrettably fallen out of 
touch with over the years. None of that 
mattered as drinks were poured, stories 
were shared, and four intervening years 
were swiftly pushed aside. 

In another chance moment, I bumped 
into current Yakage PiAer Taylor Beck 
at Kawamo Elementary School while 
making a quick visit to some of my old 
stomping grounds. In the faces of the 
genki fifth graders he was teaching I 
could still see hints of the tiny first grad-
ers they had been when I left four years 
ago. And in Taylor I saw something of 
myself, just about a year into my first 

PiA experience, right when I finally felt 
I had my feet under me: energized, excit-
ed, fully engaged and wondering where I 
might go from there. This might have been 
the best moment of all—getting to wit-
ness firsthand the continuation of a chain 
in which all of us have been a link at some 
point, somewhere in the world.

If there’s a downside to the PiA experi-
ence, it’s how hard it can be when it’s time 
to come home. No experience in my adult 
life has been as consuming and immersive, 
as consistently challenging and rewarding 
as the years I spent in Japan. Teaching en-
thusiastic children, absorbing an ancient 
yet hyper-modern culture, and building 
lifelong friendships, all contributed to the 
ultimate change in perspective.

That is a lot to leave behind. How appro-
priate then, that an experience by its very 
nature so full of wonder and surprise would 
wonderfully and surprisingly come round 
again for an encore!

Chris Yakaitis with some of his scholars in training.
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Expanding PiA Families
Congratulations to former PiA Program 
Director Ginny Parker Woods (Japan ’94) 
on the birth of daughter Nina (rhymes with 
“China”) Margaret Woods this past May. 
Weighing in at 7 pounds 3 ounces, both she 
and mom are healthy and settling nicely 
into life in Brooklyn.

David Boyd (Japan ’05) surprised no one 
by staying in Japan but surprised everyone 
when he recently got married in Tokyo. 
Congratulations! 

Also about to take her vows is Saya Hud-
dleston (Japan ’96) getting hitched to fu-
ture husband Lionel.  Plans are to 
honeymoon at the scenic edge of 
Asia minor (Greece, that is).

Congrats to Paul Bryson and Xi-
aochin Yan (Hong Kong ’02) on 
their recent nuptials.  Special thanks 
for including a gift to PiA on their 
registry!

Still Living the Dream in Asia
Stephen DeCosse (Japan ’81) is 
still living in Tokyo with his wife, 
Satomi, and seven year-old son, 
Degami. He is a partner at Jones 
Day Law Firm.

After completing a third year on the pro-
gram working in microfinance in Mongolia 
and traveling the far reaches of the Gobi, 
Ben Shell (Thailand ’05, Mongolia ’06-
’08) will be moving to NYC to continue his 
work in microfinance.

Thomas Talhelm (China ’07) has traded 
the dim sum of Guangzhou for the dump-
lings of Beijing where he will be doing 
psychology research and freelance writing 
for the coming year. 

Though not on PiA, Michael Parks (Tai-
wan ’07) is staying in Asia to write the story 
of grass from the great plains of the Ameri-
cas to the Mongolian steppes through the 
Fulbright program. Why didn’t we think of 
that!

Recently relocating to Shanghai, Matthew 
Schonfield (Singapore ’04) is now work-
ing as the head of business development for 

an internet media 
company and has 
been “floored by 
the pulse and dy-
namism of the 
city.”

Congratulations 
to Sydnie Reed 
(China ’07) on be-
ing offered a posi-
tion to stay on per-
manently with her PiA placement at Wyeth 
Pharmaceuticals. She will be moving to the 
“Strategic Planning and New Business De-
velopment” group in the Shanghai office. 

Ian Hanks (China 
’05) is still work-
ing at Tractus Asia 
but is leaving the 
comfy Cantonese 
confines of Hong 
Kong to relo-
cate back to his 
old study-abroad 
stomping grounds 
of Hangzhou.

PiA in the Work-
ing World
Changing career 
paths, Monique 

Castillo (China ’91, Taiwan ’92) decided 
to leave the world of the small business 
owner and enter the world of finance at 
Philadelphia’s UBS office. She looks back 
on her days in Wuhan and Kaohsiung fond-
ly and hopes to connect with PiA alumni in 
the area.

Nell Van Amerongen (Thailand ’06) is 
working in New York and enjoying see-
ing friends and family. She is counting the 
seconds until Heather Jackson 
(Thailand ’06) comes to visit.

The Boston PiA community is sad 
to lose Vandna Mittal (Singapore 
’04-’05) but the Bay Area rejoices! 
Vandna is working for a company 
that attempts to lower drug costs 
so that they can be introduced into 
developing countries.

Shannon Roe (China ’04) just landed a 
new position at the Academy for Educa-
tional Development (AED), a nonprofit 
organization working globally to improve 
little things like education, health, civil so-
ciety, and economic development.

Someone must have pulled some strings for 
Vinny Aravind (Nepal ’02) who recently 
got sworn in by the New York Bar Associa-
tion in Albany. 

Recently back from Asia, Julie Ginsberg 
(Vietnam ’07) is feeling overwhelmed by 
enormous Target stores and is getting regu-
lar pedicures so she can continue to speak 
Vietnamese. She is applying for jobs and 
looking forward to beginning anew.

Nina Henning (Nepal ’02-’04) recently 
completed an internship at Acumen Fund, 
a non-profit global venture that uses entre-
preneurial approaches to solve the prob-
lems of global poverty.    

PiA-ers Back in School
We are oh-so proud of Heather Gilmartin 
(China ’05), Yam-Ki Chan (China ’05-
’07), and Serin Marshall (Thailand ’03), 
all of whom are beginning Masters pro-
grams this fall at the School of Internation-
al and Public Affairs (SIPA) at Columbia.

On taking the alternative road to post-college life:
“I started my working life on a Princeton in Asia pro-
gram in 1990 earning $1.25 an hour, an experience I 
would not trade for any other. Although it led me to 
more traditional work, it has been invaluable to me 
and my frame of reference in other work. I ended up 
working in Asia for eight years!”

—William Maeck (Thailand ’90)

Young PiA alumni take Shanghai by storm and celebrate 
the opening of the Olympics.

Vanessa Pralle (Thailand ’06) gets 
son Jude ready for future travels

to Asia.
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Katya Melkote (Hong 
Kong ’07) is fleeing the 
busy skyscrapers of Hong 
Kong for Cambridge’s 
quaint streets, embarking 
on a Masters degree in in-
ternational policy at the 
John F. Kennedy School of 
Government.

Robby Braun (China ’07) 
recently decided that his 
life as a PiA fellow in Bei-
jing was too taxing so he 
decided to take it easy for 
a few years at Yale Law 
School. 

Japanophiles Claire Hop-
penot (Japan ’07) and Xiao 
Wan (Japan ’07) are both heading back 
into the classroom for medicine this fall, 
attending Jefferson Medical College and 
University of Pittsburgh, respectively.

Rye Country Day School recent-
ly awarded former PiA Program 
Director Stephanie Teachout 
(Thailand ’01) the “Teacher of 
the Year” and all ate pad thai in 
celebration. 

Amy Kohout (Laos ’05) is leav-
ing New Mexico, “the Land of 
Entrapment/Enchantment,” for 
a PhD in history from Cornell. 
She encourages all to come visit 
her, especially if you bring green 
chiles.

After a solid two-year stretch 
exploring fine food venues around China, 
Nick Alexsovich (China ’06) is putting the 
chuanr back on the grill and heading back 
to the U.S. for a stint at University of Chi-
cago Law School. 

Tarryn Chun (Taiwan ’06-’07) is head-
ing to Harvard to begin her PhD in Chinese 
literature and theater. She plans on writing 
her dissertation about the post-modern ar-

tistic tendencies 
of rambunctious 
Taiwanese mid-
dle-schoolers. 

James Young 
(Singapore ’05) 
is a future physi-
cian, beginning 
medical school 
this fall at New 
York University. 
He promises to be 
at every PiA event 
for the next seven 
years.

Off to Colorado to study international ad-
ministration, Katie Wandtke (Thailand 
’07) will be attending the Korbel School of 
International Studies at the University of 
Denver after a wonderful year in Nan.

PiA Media Moguls
Tune into the Dr. Oz show on the “Oprah 
and Friends” channel of XM radio to hear 
the writing and production of Lauren Karp 
(Thailand ’04). We are looking forward to 
the first mention of PiA on the air!

Paul Mozur (Hong Kong ’07) is writing 
for the Hong Kong Standard and doing 
freelance book reviews before heading to 
the mainland in the spring to begin the “Si-
syphean task of perfecting Mandarin.”

Look for Ali Smith (Philippines ’06-’07) 
on Channel NewsAsia, an English-only 
news network reaching 21 Asian countries 
and territories.  She will be based in Singa-
pore working as an anchor, reporter, pro-
ducer, and all-around awesome person for 
them, as she was for PiA.

Manuela Zoninsein (China ’07) will be 
staying on in Beijing to report for News-
week on all matters China. She looks for-
ward to welcoming new members to the 
ever-burgeoning PiA-Beijing community.

Princeton in Asia has moved!
The Princeton in Asia office is now located on the second floor of 194 Nassau Street, above the Wachovia bank and kitty-corner from 
Thomas Sweets Ice Cream Shop.  Together with our new neighbors, Princeton in Latin America and Princeton in Africa, we look 
forward to continuing to send Princetonians abroad “in the service of all nations,” and we are grateful to Princeton University for our 
great new digs.  We are eager to give the grand tour, so please swing by any time.  The new address is:

Princeton in Asia
194 Nassau  Street, Suite 212

Princeton, NJ  08542

Sidney Gamble (China ’12) was first ex-
posed to the wonders of China on a family 
trip in 1908 and was never the same again. 
An intrepid traveler and selfless philanthro-
pist, Sidney ended up living in China for 
three extended periods of time—1917-19, 
1924-27, and 1931-32. As the head of the 
Princeton-Yenching Foundation, appella-
tive precursor to Princeton in Asia, Sidney 
lived and worked among Chinese nationals 
through the aftermath of the Qing Dynasty 
and the rise of the Kuomintang. Sidney was 
an avid photographer who documented 
much of China’s day-to-day life, producing 
an incomparable collection of over 5000 im-
ages. These photographs have now been digitized and are available online at http://library.duke.edu/
digitalcollections/gamble/, courtesy of Duke University’s digital collections. We encourage all readers 
to view these spectacular images and get a glimpse into the life of a founding PiAer.

Liz Skeen (Thailand ’07) makes a
new friend in Beijing, golden boy

Michael Phelps.
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Alumni Events
October 14, 2008: Washington DC Alumni Event
October 23, 2008: Boston Alumni Event
October 24, 2008: NYC Young Alumni Event
February 4-8, 2009: West Coast Alumni Events
May 17, 2009: Alumni Help Needed at Orientation
May 18, 2009: PiA Annual Dinner
May 30, 2009: Princeton Reunions Reception

Recruiting Events
September 26, 2008:
International Opportunities Fair, Yale University
September 29, 2008:
Information Session, Wesleyan University
October 7, 2008:
Information Session, Princeton University
December 1, 2008:
PiA Applications due for 2009-2010 Fellowships
January 10-11, 2008:
Interviews (Southeast Asia & Kazakhstan)
January 17-18, 2008:
Interviews (North Asia & India)
February 13, 2009:
PiA Summer Intern Applications due for 2009
April 26-28, 2009:
TEFL Training Weekend at Princeton
May 15-18, 2009:
PiA Orientation at Princeton

2008-2009 PiA Calendar


