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The results of Cambodia’s 2013 national election surprised the country’s ruling party and 
showed the rising dissatisfaction with Prime Minister Hun Sen, who has had an iron grip 
on power for the last 28 years. The opposition won 45% of the seats in the lower house of 
parliament, which, though not a majority, will make it more difficult for the prime minister 
to impose his will unilaterally. A PiA fellow working for an election watchdog NGO in 
Phnom Penh gives an inside look into Cambodia’s most important election in two decades.

 When I moved to Phnom Penh, Cambodia for my second PiA fellowship, I was well 
aware that the country was getting ready for a major national election and that I would 
be there for it. But I didn’t realize that it would be the most significant election since 
Cambodia’s first United Nations’ administered polls in 1993, and that by working at the 
National Democratic Institute (NDI), one of the world’s preeminent NGOs working in 
democracy and governance, I would literally be on the frontline of Cambodian history. 
Needless to say, the past several months in Cambodia have been a political roller coaster.
 To say Cambodia has had a tumultuous history and a rocky path to democracy would 
be an extraordinary understatement, like comparing Angkor Wat to your nephew’s Lego 
castle. Pol Pot’s ultra-Marxist Khmer Rouge regime wiped out one fourth of the country’s 
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FIRST PIA FELLOWS
IN SRI LANKA

A political debate in Kandal, the home province of Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen.

I have been in Sri Lanka for approximately 
one month. Since I have only been here 
a short time, I feel tempted to use the 
old adage, “so far, so good.” However, I 
don’t feel that phrase does justice to my 
experience thus far. The most difficult 
task is narrowing down what is the 
most valuable and enjoyable part of my 
experience: the work, my colleagues, the 
country, or my personal development.

Princeton in Asia Fellow monitors Cambodian election

What’s inside

Harry Glynn hiking in Sri Lanka. 
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AN ELECTION WATCHDOG IN CAMBODIA (continued)

(continued on page 3)
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(continued from page 1) CPP politicians threatened that if they were 
to lose, the country would fall back into 
civil war, or worse, a return to the Khmer 
Rouge.
 Amidst these challenges, NDI’s goal 
was to make the electoral process more 
transparent and inclusive. We started with 
the official voters list. In prior Cambodian 
elections, most electoral fraud occurred 
long before the actual Election Day, most 
notably through major manipulation of 
the National Election Commission (NEC) 
issued voter list. The first election-based 
project I worked on with NDI was an 
extensive sample-based, statistical audit of 
the voter list. The audit showed that 10% of 
citizens who thought they were registered 
were in fact not on the list, and nearly 20% 
of the existing names on the voter list were 
invalid. In addition, the list was massively 
bloated, placing the number of registered 
voters at 102% of the eligible population. 
Not surprisingly, the NEC, which is 
entirely staffed and appointed by the ruling 
CPP party, denied the findings and made no 
effort to improve the quality of the voter 
list. However, the audit provided civil 
society with a basis to start questioning the 
validity of the upcoming elections.  
 This past April, a team of my NDI 
colleagues and I began organizing town 
hall, US-style candidate debates. It was 
extraordinarily difficult to get all the 
disparate parties and the NEC to agree 
on a format, especially since the CPP had 
little interest in allowing their candidates to 
be publicly challenged by the opposition. 
Despite the difficulties, we managed to pull 
through with six provincial debates (each 
of which had an audience of over 1,000 
people) and one televised national debate 
in Phnom Penh. As a PiA fellow, having the 
opportunity to work directly on a project 
of this magnitude was a phenomenal 
experience. Admittedly, all did not go 
smoothly.  Many of the small parties had 
grossly unprepared candidates, who were 
only marginally versed in their own party’s 

population in the four short years between 
1975 and 1979. For the next decade, 
Cambodia oscillated between Vietnamese 
occupation and brutal civil war. The 
United Nations finally came in to enforce 
a ceasefire and establish the country’s first-
ever democratic election in May 1993. The 
royalist party won and then later entered 
into a coalition with the other participating 
parties, including the Cambodian People’s 
Party (CPP), led by a former Khmer 
Rouge soldier and defector by the name 
of Hun Sen. However, conflict didn’t end 
with the election. Hun Sen seized power 
through a bloody coup d’etat in 1997. His 
Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) has held 
power ever since through a combination of 
intimidation, electoral manipulation, and 
brute force.
 The 2013 election was expected to 
be more of the same, another landslide 

win for Hun Sen’s ruling party. The 
CPP handily won the last two national 
elections largely because (with or 
without manipulation) many Cambodians 
appreciate that Hun Sen’s government 
has overseen the country’s longest period 
of relative peace, stability, and economic 
growth in decades. Hun Sen is a polarizing 
figure and his government is responsible 
for extensive human rights abuses, from 
massive land grabs to imprisoning political 
opponents. But many Cambodians have 
been conditioned to fear the alternative. 
Playing on that anxiety, in the run up to 
this election Hun Sen and other prominent 

platforms. There were declarations to put 
Vietnamese in internment camps, promises 
to bring in 14 American billionaires to solve 
all of Cambodia’s problems, and assurances 
of abolishing the country’s nonexistent 
death penalty. And, of course, both main 
parties guaranteed that there would be 
chaos and anarchy if the other won. In one 
event, there were more military police than 
audience members. However, these debates 
were some of the only opportunities for 
direct, public dialogue between the parties 
and voters. They were profoundly unique 
experiences for everyone attending, from 
ordinary citizens to party leaders. For me 
personally, working directly with both 
seasoned politicians and new candidates 
alike in training sessions and then watching 
some of them emerge as highly capable, 
articulate speakers was inspiring and 
tremendously rewarding.
 Following the debates, we shifted gears 
into election observation. NDI worked with 
Transparency International Cambodia to 
conduct a sample-based observation of the 
election that would provide an alternative 
vote projection to the official (and clearly 
biased) one that would be presented by 
the NEC and the CPP. On Election Day, I 
had the opportunity to work with the team, 
helping manage surveys as they came into 
our data center. The entire day was wrought 
with issues and conflicts.  As predicted 
by our audit of the voter list, thousands 
of Cambodians were turned away at the 
polls because their names had been deleted 
or improperly duplicated, leaving them 
disenfranchised and frustrated. At 93% 
of the polls, people were allowed to vote 
with suspect temporary IDs issued by the 
government in the few weeks prior to the 
vote. And heated xenophobic rhetoric, 
which had tainted the campaign season, 
led to mobs forcefully keeping some ethnic 
Vietnamese-Cambodians from voting and 
in one case leading to a riot in southern 
Phnom Penh.

ALUMNI NOTES (CONTINUED)

Anastasia Oldham (SOS ’07) and 
Duncan Fitz (SOS ’07) married on a sunny 
July day at Aldie Mansion in Doylestown, 
Pennsylvania. The two began dating while 
working in Jishou, China, as teaching 
fellows for Summer of Service. The PiA 
love was clearly evident on their wedding 
day, since they were surrounded by friends 
from Princeton and Princeton in Asia. 

Fiona Miller (Indonesia ’09 and PiA 
Communications Director), Anastasia 
Vrachnos (Indonesia ’91 and former PiA 
Executive Director) and Kiki Vrachnos 
(PiA class of 2033) welcomed Zoe Miller 
Vrachnos (PiA class of 2035) on August 
14, 2013, in Singapore. Zoe already has her 
passport in hand and her first trip booked – 
she and her family will spend the holidays 
this year in (where else?) Indonesia. All 
visitors welcome!

PiA Reunions Around the World

This past August, a group of PiA Vietnam 
alumni from over the years staged the 
biggest reunion of Vietnam alumni 
on record. Wesley Hedden (’06), Liz  
Hollingsworth (’09), Dan Andrews (’10), 
Kyle York (’10), Bilesh Ladva (’11) and 
Nellie Moore (’12) gathered in Ho Chi 
Minh City to catch up, reminisce, and raise 
their glasses in the name of pho.

Not to be outdone, the 2010 PiA Singapore 
crew had their second reunion in the 
States. Kurt Kuehne (’08), Lisa Qi (’09), 
Victoria Chernova (’10), David Cogswell 
(’10), Sarah Comeaux (’10), Alex 
Coulston (’10), Mark Heller (’10), Scott 
Henkelman (’10), Arathi Mohan (’10), 
Megan Schoendorf (’10), Matt Shofnos 
(’10) and Andrew Usoro (’10) gathered 
to reminisce about their life-Changi year 
on PiA. Highlights from the weekend in 
Chicago included: Tiger Beer, mee goreng, 
and not sweating. Alex Coulston traveled 
from the citystate itself to be present. After 
spending almost as many hours in transit as 
he did in Chicago, Alex is so going down in 
the PiA diehard record books!

(continued from page 10)

From top left to bottom left: Alex, Kurt, David, Scott, Matt, 
Andrew, Mark, Victoria, Megan, Lisa, Sarah and Arathi catch up 

in Chicago.

Hilary Ford takes in the sites in Cambodia. 

Kiki and Zoe: sisterhood at first smooch.

From left: Bilesh, Kyle, Liz, Wesley, Dan and Nellie
hang out in HCMC.
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AN ELECTION WATCHDOG IN CAMBODIA (continued)

(continued from page 2)

 Yet, despite the myriad issues (including 
the blatant voter list manipulation by the 
NEC, the ruling party’s complete control 
over the local media, and the threats of war), 
the two main opposition parties, which 
united to become the Cambodia National 
Rescue Party (CNRP), made remarkable 
gains. Although Prime Minister Hun Sen 
had demanded a landslide victory, his party 
actually lost 22 seats to the opposition. 
Though the CPP maintains a majority at 
68 seats to the opposition’s 55 seats, it 
no longer holds the two-thirds majority 

Each year PiA sends a handful of 
Princeton undergraduates to Jishou, China 
to teach English as a part of our Summer 
of Service program. Many of the students 
they teach go on to become teachers 
themselves in rural parts of China. Most 
never leave China. This year, three of them 
visited the U.S. for the first time, thanks 
to scholarships they earned through a 
local speaking competition organized 
by Summer of Service 2011 participant 
Caroline Kitchener.
 After my freshman year, I got on a plane 
with PiA’s Summer of Service crew and 
headed for Jishou. Two years later, three of 
the students that I met there followed me 
back to the U.S.
 After winning a public speaking contest 

that we ran in Jishou, Sharon, Tina, and 
Maria were awarded scholarships to attend 
a speaking camp at the George Mason 
Institute of Forensics in Washington, 
D.C. I got to watch the three girls deliver 
speeches at the end of their two weeks at 
the Institute. It was a performance for the 
camp’s international contingent, and five 
students from China -- consisting of Tina, 
Sharon, Maria, and the two 2013 winners 
of China’s CCTV cup (the fancy televised 
English-speaking competition in Beijing) – 
would be speaking. 
 The night before, the girls called me, 
freaking out. “These other students are so 
excellent,” Sharon said. “They go to the best 
universities. We will be so embarrassed.” 
But the next day they mustered the courage 
to get on stage.
 At the final performance, Tina was the 
first to speak. Her parents couldn’t find 
enough work in their hometown to support 
her studies, so they left for work in a bigger 
city. She got up to the stage and started 
talking about her experience in China as 
a left-behind child – only ever seeing her 
parents once a year at Spring Festival. 
She knew her whole speech by heart, and 
delivered it with incredible passion and 
conviction. Everyone in the room could 
feel how much what she was saying 

ALUMNI NOTES

PiA on the Job

Page Thompson (Japan ’82) is taking on 
a new role at NBC Universal, as President 
of International Operations for Universal 
Studios Parks & Resorts. He’s excited 
about the work in his new division, 
especially since it means traveling to the 
Universal Studios park in Osaka, his old 
PiA stomping ground! His last time in 
Osaka was in 1982, when he lived there for 
two and a half months working at Takeda 
Chemical in a job arranged by PiA.

Dave Carini (China ’97) finally moved 
back to the U.S. after 11 years in Beijing. 
But he’s not done with China. Dave recently 
started a position as the Executive Director 
of the America China Society of Indiana, a 
non-profit that focuses on fueling trade and 
investment between Indiana and China.

Rachel Machefsky (Nepal ’12) loved 
working for Save the Children in 
Kathmandu so much that she will be 
staying on after her fellowship to work 
for them full-time. Here’s to another year 
of transformation, building bridges, and 
momos.

Bina Venkataraman (Vietnam ’05) is 
taking on a new position as the Senior 
Advisor for Climate Change Innovation at 
the White House. She’s excited to unleash 
creative ways of addressing climate change 
– and we’re excited she’s working in the 
White House. Go Bina!

Ben Shell (Thailand ’05 and Mongolia ’06) 
co-founded B2D, a start-up social business 
electrifying off-grid rural communities 
in Haiti. When he’s not throwing himself 
into his business, he can be found running 
around Haiti or playing soccer with new 
friends.

Candice Ammori (Singapore ’12) is 
trading the shores of Singapore, where she 

taught business communications for PiA, 
for the capital of Cambodia. She is working 
for the microfinance group Vision Fund, 
helping to strategize operations for mobile 
banking.

Micah Stanovsky (Cambodia ’11) left 
Phnom Penh for Seattle, where he rejoined 
the Sawhorse Revolution, a group that 
empowers youth through hands-on and 
skills-based education programs. He’s 
helping students construct and design 
structures for non-profit and community 
organizations in the Pacific Northwest. 

Not Too Cool for School

Ed Lee (Korea ’01) is in his first year at the 
Ross School of Business at the University 
of Michigan at Ann Arbor. Now that 
the former high school teacher is on the 
receiving end in the classroom, Ed hopes 
he will learn the skills he needs to, in his 
words, “make a system-level educational 
impact in the entrepreneurial space.” Good 
luck, Ed!

Seth Green (Thailand ’11) has relocated to 
the Big Apple, where he is working towards 
a Ph.D. in political science at Columbia.

Sumia Ahmad (Mongolia ’12) has decided 
to opt out of winter for the next two years. 
She’s leaving Mongolia for California, 
where she will be working towards her 
Master’s in International Policy Studies 
at Stanford. After an enjoyable year on 
PiA teaching finance in Ulaanbaatar, she 
is leaning towards a specialization in 
international political economy, with a sub-
specialization in warm weather.

It’s safe to say that Kate Voss (Nepal ’11) 
is fond of mountains. After two years 
working for the Mountain Institute in 
Nepal and Peru, she has now relocated 
to live between the mountains and sea of 
Santa Barbara. She is working towards her 

Ph.D. in the Geography Department of UC 
Santa Barbara, where she will focus on 
water resource management in developing 
countries, like Nepal and Peru.

Kurt Kuehne (Singapore ’08) got his 
Burmese on this summer with an intensive 
language course. He’s excited to get 
schooled some more this year as he begins 
to study for his Masters in Southeast Asian 
studies at the University of Wisconsin. 

Julie McWilliams (Laos ’08) is spending 
the year in Philadelphia, gathering data 
for her dissertation about refugee students 
in the city and their experience moving 
to the U.S. She’s excited to be finished 
with her coursework at the University of 
Pennsylvania and is ready to seize that 
Ph.D. after her dissertation is done.

Wedding Bells and Babies

Ali Smith (Philippines ’06) married Noah 
Kennedy on May 26th in Princeton. A few 
months after the wedding, the Kennedys 
moved to England, where they are both 
pursuing a course in theological and 
pastoral studies at the Oxford Centre for 
Christian Apologetics. Ali can’t wait to 
take her new husband to Asia to trace her 
PiA roots in the Philippines – hopefully 
sometime in the near future! 

(continued on page 11)

Ali and Noah on their wedding day.

SOSer Caroline Kitchener takes her friends 
from Jishou on a tour of New York City. 

They took in the cityscapes and feasted on 
bacon and barbecue ribs, their favorite 

American dishes. 

needed to amend the Constitution. Thus, 
the election represents the biggest electoral 
setback for the ruling party in 20 years. 
 Working with NDI these past 13 months 
has been eye-opening. It has been amazing 
to see how a program staff of just 15 can do 
so much to hold a government accountable. 
It has been nearly three months and the 
election results remain highly contested. 
There are still mass protests by the 
opposition in Phnom Penh. Most of the 
population is terrified of the potential for 
violence and just want some sort of political 
stability. Right now, it’s impossible to tell 

what the future holds for Cambodia, but the 
younger generation makes me hopeful. A 
highly engaged youth contingency that has 
no real memory of the Khmer Rouge has 
emerged, and they are demanding change, 
no matter what it takes. 
 As for me, when my PiA fellowship 
ended, I accepted an offer to work fulltime 
for NDI. I want to see how the country 
and its fledgling democracy will evolve 
now that Cambodians, young and old, are 
asserting their democratic rights.

Hilary Ford 
PiA Thailand ’11 and Cambodia ’12

SUMMER OF SERVICE STUDENTS VISIT THE STATES

meant to her. Sharon and Maria were just 
as powerful, talking about the dangers of 
technology and the academic pressure that 
parents put on their children in China. But 
even more than the speeches themselves, 
what hit me hardest was what the girls said 
to me afterwards. 
 When I went to congratulate them, Maria 
was smiling and giggling but wouldn’t tell 
me why. Finally she said, “I think maybe 
we were better. They read their speeches.” 
And it was true. The CCTV winners – who 
the girls regarded as the very best and 
brightest in China – hadn’t memorized their 
speeches. They had stellar pronunciation 
and poise, but their speeches lacked the 
feeling that reverberated through the Jishou 
girls. 
 That one statement let me know that 
the USA trip and the two weeks at GMIF 
had fundamentally changed the way that 
Sharon, Tina, and Maria saw themselves 
and their futures. They saw that they could 
be better than “the best,” and are now 
back in China with a whole new set of 
goals. Right now, they’re planning to start 
their own public speaking courses in their 
hometowns. I have no doubt they’ll make it 
happen.

Caroline Kitchener 
Summer of Service ’11
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 I am working with BIZ+, a project funded by USAID and operated through the 
International Development wing of Land O’ Lakes. The goal of the project is to distribute 
grants to businesses in areas of Sri Lanka that have been affected by the civil war, the 
2004 tsunami, and ethnic marginalization. The end mission of the project is to create 
employment opportunities, raise household income, and create long lasting economic 
efficiencies in these regions. After reading through many of the proposed grants and 
going on site visits, it is amazing to be able to see exactly how our project is affecting 
the local economic landscape. I have been involved with several aspects of the project 
so far, including grant implementation and monitoring and evaluation. I have also been 
collaborating on developing a viable way of calculating the project’s indirect job creation. 
I can see first hand the fruits of the project’s labor and the influence it has on people’s lives 
here. I am truly humbled to work on a project of this nature.

 I am also working with wonderful people. My boss, Michael Parr, is in the running to be the best boss I have ever had. He is a very 
approachable and kind person and has done a great job of giving me all the tools I need to make an immediate contribution. Everyone 
else in the office is extremely friendly and welcoming and everyone gets along very well. I could literally go through the entire roster of 
employees and share a good memory about each of them. My colleagues in Vavuniya especially have really made me feel welcome and 
often invite me to join them on evenings out. 
 As for the country itself, Sri Lanka is probably the most beautiful and interesting place I have ever visited. I get to see elephant 
crossings, giant lizards, mongoose, and mobs of monkeys rolling through courtyards. The people here for the most part are very friendly, 
outgoing and polite. I share an office with a man named Sugumar and he is quickly becoming one of my good friends; we often discuss 
subtle cultural differences and life in general. It is a fascinating place and I have a long way to go to better understand the history and 
the current situation in which the country finds itself.
 Working with BIZ+ has given me an amazing opportunity to develop my professional skills. I am working closely with many different 
departments, including due diligence, procurement, implementation and relationship management, and am learning so much from the 
expertise and experience of my colleagues. There are so many perspectives and organizations who all have very substantial and unique 
interests in this work, and the challenges inherent in satisfying such a diverse group of stakeholders and the relationship management 
involved is something I am trying to learn about as much as possible. I am going to learn so much this year, so I am doing my best to 
absorb all of the knowledge and lessons I will encounter along the way.

Harry Glynn, Vietnam ’12 and Sri Lanka ’13

 I am based in Colombo, Sri Lanka, at the International Water Management Institute (IWMI), a non-profit, scientific research 
organization focusing on the sustainable use of water and land resources in developing countries. IWMI works in partnership with 
governments, civil society, and the private sector to develop scalable agricultural water management solutions that have a real impact on 
poverty reduction, food security, and ecosystem health. My role here is to work on research uptake, which means trying to increase the 
likelihood that research results will be taken up by stakeholders and have a real impact on sustainable development.

In June of 2013, thanks to the generous support of the Barry Metzger Fund, Princeton in Asia sent its first two fellows to Sri Lanka, a 
tear-drop shaped tropical island off the coast of India which has been marred by a long and bitter civil war that ended in 2009. Our 
special thanks to Abby Waldorf, an honorary PiA fellow in Sri Lanka last year, Ashanthi Mathai, our Country Safety Advisor, and Arj 
Wignaraja, a great PiA friend in Sri Lanka, who all helped PiA launch there. 

We selected veteran PiAers Harry Glynn and Lucie McGurn, who proved in their first fellowships that they could thrive in remote 
rural areas without many other foreigners in sight. Harry, who taught at a university in Can Tho, Vietnam last year, is working with a 
business aiming to kickstart the economy through locally-led projects. Lucie, who last year was posted to the market town of Nong Het 
in northeastern Laos, is now working with an international science organization focused on water resource management. Here they give 
us a window into working and living in this island nation.

(continued on page 5)

Harry Glynn in a roundtable discussion 
with colleagues. 

NEW BOOKS BY PIA ALUMNI 

The First Chinese American: The Remarkable Life of Wong Chin Foo
By Scott Seligman (PiA Taiwan ’73)
 The First Chinese American rescues a revolutionary 19th century Chinese-American from obscurity and 
highlights his rightful place in American history. A Shandong native who arrived in 1867, Wong is credited 
with coining the term “Chinese American” – it was the name he gave to New York’s first Chinese-language 
newspaper. He established America’s first association of Chinese voters, introduced “chop suey” to American 
readers and was likely the first Chinese to testify before Congress. 
 In his three decades in the United States, the outspoken Wong struggled to secure Chinese a more central 
place at the American table. Although little remembered today, he was arguably the most famous Chinese man 
in the nation during his lifetime. The First Chinese American is available on Amazon.com.

Bangkok Bound
By Ellen Boccuzzi (PiA Thailand ’97)
 Bangkok Bound will be of interest to those who are curious about literature, social change, and Thailand. It 
is the first book to examine literature by rural-urban migrants in Thailand and to distill the messages conveyed 
by Thai migrant writers about their experiences. These stories powerfully describe the ways in which migrants 
who set off from their homes for Bangkok are quickly bound to the capital through the transformative force of 
modern city life. And they show how those who remain behind in the village are transformed as well, as these 
individuals struggle to maintain a rural way of life in a rapidly urbanizing world.
 The book grew out a decade of research on Thai literature and Southeast Asian migration patterns, as well 
as extensive interviews with contemporary Thai writers. Bangkok Bound explores half a century of literature by 
rural-urban migrants in Thailand. It provides a new perspective on modernization and social change, recognizing 

the migrant’s key role at the forefront of rapid social transformation in Asia. Bangkok Bound is available through Amazon.com and The 
University of Washington Press in the United States, and through Silkworm Books in Asia.

PIA PUZZLER

ACROSS
1. a ‘sigh’ in South Korea
7. place with a lot of ‘soul’
8. the king of fruits
10. former colony of Mexico
13. _____ Sling
15. led by a military strongman
16. a beer or wat
18. where the official language is  
   Portuguese
21. country cut by the equator
22. type of orange
23. a traditional costume that’s always 
apologizing

DOWN
2. where a nomad is at home
3. former name of a country and  
   a current tea
4. an apple or a mountain

5. where rice is planted and a  
   Princeton eating club
6. one of Asia’s cleanest lakes
9. model warriors 
10. Asia’s long-nosed monkey
11. one more tone than Mandarin  
   and one less than Lao

12. yang’s opposite
14. former director with bright legacy
17. flip-flop
19. Da Aung ____ ____ Kyi
20. bygone Russian car

If you get stumped, look for clues in the 
Newsletter itself!
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FIRST PIA FELLOWS IN SRI LANKA (continued)PRINCETON IN ASIA’S 115th ANNIVERSARY GALA

PiA celebrates 115 years in Asia

On September 10th, 2013, friends and alumni from all over the world gathered 
in New York City to celebrate PiA’s 115th Anniversary Gala at Avenues, The 
World School. It was an evening both vivacious and victorious, with the unveiling 
of PiA’s first-ever documentary film, an animated auction, and the ever-spirited 
camaraderie of PiA family and friends. 

The success of the night was felt not only in the shared stories and laughter that 
rang through the room, but in the support garnered from PiA friends old and new:

 • 250 supporters of PiA attended
 • 45 auction items sold
 • $250,000 raised to support PiA programs in Asia

The evening could not have been possible without the dedication and hard work of PiA trustees and staff. The Gala Committee, 
led by board members Margaret Cannella and Ruth Stevens, the PiA staff, led by Deputy Director Mariesa Lea, and the entire 
Board of Trustees logged thousands of hours in meetings, conference calls, walk-throughs, and even tastings to make the 
evening a resounding success. The accomplishments of the gala will serve as an incredible springboard into PiA’s 116th year, 
and beyond.

Making PiA’s First Film

After a bumpy, jaw-rattling ride from the capital of Laos out into the countryside, 
my interview subject and I finally arrived at her thatched home and tugged our 
bags out of the trunk. From mine, I pulled a camera. From hers, she pulled a live 
chicken. In their own ways, both were perfectly practical. And as I’d realized as a 
Princeton in Asia fellow three years ago, I loved being surprised by what was so 
unsurprising for a local. She even considered it ordinary to journey several hours 
alone every evening to work on a sports development program for women with 
our PiA fellow.

As I traveled through 7 countries and interviewed over 50 people to make a video 
commemorating PiA’s 115th anniversary, I reveled in the beautiful surprises along 

the way. In China, I met PiAers who wake up every day with scratchy red eyes, which are routine for their local friends but 
make the fellows more determined to work on combating pollution. In Cambodia, I joined a fellow as she monitored a heated 
election debate in a community where people are still struggling to find their political voice. In Japan, I saw teaching fellows 
using their spare time to lead a free language class for local mothers. 

Everywhere I went, I saw fellows engaged in their communities, doing remarkable work. It made me thankful for this 
organization that takes risks on young college grads, who don’t have much practical job experience but have the potential 
to do so much meaningful work. As I put together the film and looked at the evolution of PiA over the years, I saw how that 
willingness to give young people a chance to do great things has been a part of PiA for over a century. It makes me excited for 
the next 115 years and the generations of PiA fellows to come.

Katherine Visconti 
Philippines ’10

 International research centers like IWMI are ideally positioned to help address current global crises in food supply, the global 
economy, climate and the environment. However, research rarely transforms lives automatically – it needs to be planned, implemented, 
communicated, and adapted to ensure that it is relevant to the needs of different policy-makers, practitioners, and community groups. I 
am currently working on developing an online guide for IWMI researchers to use when designing research. Hopefully this will help them 
proactively implement research strategies that maximize the likelihood that their research findings will make an impact. 
 Working at IWMI is teaching me about a whole new sphere of work in the NGO world. Having only worked in local, community-
level development organizations before, it has been enlightening to be involved in a completely different side of ‘development.’ My 
previous work focused on planning and implementing community projects, whose design and content were based on knowledge gained 
from research. Now, I have the opportunity to see where the research originates. It is also extremely interesting to combine forces with 
colleagues who have completely different perspectives and outlooks; working alongside scientists is enabling me to gain many different 
insights into the development sector.
 As well as the professional gains, I feel incredibly lucky to be experiencing life on this little tropical island. Six weeks into the 
fellowship, I am finally used to the stampede of monkeys on my roof that act as my alarm clock every morning…although I can’t say 
the same for the daily onslaught of chili that my mouth has to endure. I am hoping that, with time, I will be able to eat my lunch without 
burning pain and a pitcher of water by my side.

Lucie McGurn, Laos ’12 and Sri Lanka ’13

(continued from page 4)

PiA REOPENS FIELD OFFICE AT SINGAPORE’S NGEE ANN POLYTECHNIC

After an absence of over ten years, the PiA field office in Singapore has returned to the campus of Ngee Ann Polytechnic. The cohort 
of seven PiA fellows who arrived at Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) last week to take up their duties for the 2013-2014 school year is the 
twenty-first such group that PiA has dispatched to NP. Every year since 1992, a group of PiA fellows has descended on the leafy campus 
to teach subjects ranging from engineering and biology to psychology and communications, and everything in between. 
 The school’s Principal (think president of a college with 16,000 students) Chia Mia Chiang welcomed PiA with open arms and made 
us feel welcome by securing a huge space for our office in a building in the center of campus. He invited all PiA fellows to look to the 
field office on the Ngee Ann campus as their home away from home.
 “Ngee Ann Polytechnic turns 50 this year. We were founded in 1963. And Princeton in Asia has been associated with us for the past 
21 years. I think this year signals a coming of age for our partnership,” Principal Chia said.

 “I think the partnership has really evolved over time 
from the initial years, when the focus was largely on teaching 
and learning, to a far broader involvement of our international 
fellows in campus life,” he explained. As part of PiA’s 
expanding role on campus this year, Ngee Ann will invite PiA 
fellows from around Asia to make presentations about their 
experiences at NP’s leadership school, the Youth Academy. 
Principal Chia believes bringing in PiA fellows helps students 
expand their worldview beyond the shores of Singapore.
 As he put it, “Princeton in Asia fellows bring in a 
different perspective altogether, a different energy level, 
a youthfulness and a spirit of adventure. And it adds to the 
richness of our learning.”

Richard Van Horne
Japan ’78Lee Gottesdiener and Sarah Plummer (both PiA Singapore ’12) stroll 

along campus after teaching science courses. Lee showed his students 
how to cook up aspirin in the lab!  

Katherine Visconti tries to take a scenery 
shot and ends up leading a photo lesson 

for a gaggle of kids in Laos.

Alumni and friends gather round for the 
first viewing of PiA’s documentary.
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it to this raw and breathtaking island, you 
will be filled with a sense of awe and 
accomplishment. 

Mariesa Lea, East Timor ’09

2. Poon Hill, nestled in the majestic 
Annapurna range of Nepal, is ideal for a 
short novice trek. A 4-day, 3-night hike 
from nearby Pokhara takes trekkers past 
terraced rice fields and bathing water 
buffaloes. At night, it’s easy to find a $1 bed 
in a cobblestone village. Every sweaty step 
of the way is worth it for the view of the 
sunrise at the top of Poon Hill. Watching 
the sun come up over the snow-capped 
mountains is best enjoyed with sips of 
steaming chai milk tea. On the way down, 
spend a few days in Pokhara to nurse your 
aching muscles with yak cheese and reggae 
music. 

Hannah McDonald-Moniz, Laos ’10

3. Head to Hualien, Taiwan, then hop 
on a scooter and hit the road! Check out 
the detours along the highway. You will 

find hidden hot springs, Cow-horn Beach 
(which looks a lot better than it sounds), 
and small fishing villages with great fresh 
seafood. You’ll likely pass Taroko Gorge, 
with its marble mountains and sheer cliff 
faces. Stay for a few nights and check out 
the Ziqiang Night Market, where we highly 
recommend you try the tasty fried duck-
neck.

Alex Jones, China ’10

4. The island of Coron in the Philippine 
province of Palawan is a water lover’s 
paradise, where majestic limestone 
cliffs rise from stunning turquoise water. 
Snorkelers can peer down into corals 
and feel fish wriggle past, while serious 
scuba divers can explore an underwater 
playground of shipwrecks from World War 
II. A boat tour (which usually includes a 
beachside picnic) is the best way to hop 
from tiny island to tiny island. Make sure 
your boatman whisks you to the famed 
Kayangan Lake, which is managed by 

1. Jaco, to the east of the island of Timor, 
is nearly impossible to get to. But if you are 
as excited about the journey as you are the 
destination, this little untouched island is 
perfect for you. To get to Jaco, follow these 
easier-said-than-done steps:

First figure out where East Timor is. Then 
rent a four-wheel drive truck and make 
some East Timorese friends. With your 
friends drive the truck 8 hours to the 
eastern-most tip of East Timor. Once you 
get there, talk with some local fishermen. 
For $10 they will boat you over to Jaco 
Island and come back to pick you up 
precisely at a prearranged time, which 
is miraculous since they don’t own any 
watches. You cannot spend the night on 
Jaco so you should return to the mainland, 
where you can camp on the beach and eat 
a delicious meal of fresh fish caught by the 
local fishermen. 

Because Jaco is considered a sacred site by 
the East Timorese and no one is allowed 
to inhabit the island, it is one of the few 
untouched, naturally pristine places left 
on Earth. When you dunk your head under 
water and open your eyes you will see 
an ecosystem of hundreds of fish and sea 
creatures swim around you. Part of the 
allure of Jaco is how much of an adventure 
it is to just get there. Once you have made 

an indigenous tribe. Said to be one of the 
cleanest lakes in Asia, the water is so clear 
you will be able to see past your toes to the 
bottom. 

Katherine Visconti, Philippines ’10

5. Cheung Chau, which translates to 
‘Long Island’, is a historic fishing town just 
a short ferry ride outside of Hong Kong. 
The island may be small and narrow, but 
it doesn’t skimp on perspective! Rent a 
bike or stroll along the tiny streets and feel 
yourself transported into an era Hong Kong 
hasn’t seen for decades. Wander into a local 
restaurant and eat seafood hauled in fresh 
from the ocean. Tables come alive with 
sea creatures of all varieties. Be daring and 
try the crustaceans you don’t recognize! 
You can truly cover every square inch of 
this tiny isthmus, eating your way around 
the island and wandering its cobble-stoned 
streets. 

Vikki Chernova, Singapore ’10

6. Karakol is a gem of a mountain-town 
in Eastern Kyrgyzstan and rests between 
the shores of Lake Issyk-Kul and the peaks 
of the Central Tien Shan. If the Soviet-Era 
spas and the massive lake don’t wet your 
whistle, you can visit Central Asia’s largest 
ski station or trek deep into the mountains 
for a yurt-stay. You won’t want to miss the 
Sunday Animal Market, where you can 
decide between a horse for $200 or a rusty, 
Soviet-era Lada car for $500. Make sure 
you pick up some Kyrgyz felt-artwork at 
the local art gallery and a latte at Karakol 
Coffee. The American owner of the coffee 
shop will be impressed if you give him a 
huge high-five after you order. 

Jon Jay, Kazakhstan ’12

7. The small village of Xizhou in Yunnan, 
China pops up among the endless green rice 
paddies between the Cangshan Mountain 
Range and Erhai Lake. It’s a great place to 
get a feel for life in a rural Bai village away 

from the bustle of Chinese tourists (and Bad 
Monkey hangovers) in Dali. Take a bike ride 
along the main road with stunning views 
of sky and sea, or hike up the mountains 
through pine forests to get some fresh air. 
Even sitting next to the lush green rice 
paddies watching the farmers at work is a 
wonderful way to spend an afternoon. 

Alex Jones, China ’10

8. In Sarawak, Malaysia, on the island of 
Borneo, Bako National Park stands as a true 
gem for hiking lovers and genuine flora and 
fauna fanatics. Spot the fabled proboscis 
monkeys in their natural habitat and try to 
look away as they navigate their schnozzles 
while consuming leaves. And see if you can 
spot a mousedeer – it looks exactly like it 
sounds, which is extremely odd. Closer to 
town, you can get up close and personal with 
wild orangutans at the Semenggoh Nature 
Reserve.  Feel the entire jungle rustle and 
shake as the largest orangutan in the pod, 
Big Momma, emerges during feeding time. 
Both wildlife wonders lie just outside of 
Kuching city. 

Vikki Chernova, Singapore ’10

9. The island of Sulawesi in Indonesia 
boasts attractions for the mountaineer 
and beach-lover alike. From the capital, 
Makassar, it is a 10-hour bus ride north 
up winding mountain roads to the island’s 
central region of Tana Toraja, where 
the Torajan people have built their boat-
roofed houses and buried their dead in 

Play in the untouched paradise of Jaco.

Ride a fishing skiff over crystal clear water in Coron. 

Tour the traditional houses of the Torajan 
people in Sulawesi. 

man-made caves for centuries. Spend a few 
days trekking around the rolling hills of 
terraced rice paddies, where you can stop 
over in tiny mountain villages for kopi and 
a new friend. If you hang around the daily 
market in the base town of Rantepao, you 
might meet a friendly guide who is willing 
to take you to an elaborate Torajan funeral 
ceremony, complete with buffalo slaughter, 
a procession to the famous cave-graves, and 
(of course) a feast. 

Back in Makassar, you can hop on a Kijang 
shuttle that will take you to the southern 
coastal town of Pantai Bira (if you think 
you can’t fit twelve people into a 7-seater 
Jeep, think again). Far less hyped than the 
northern diving mecca of Bunaken, Pantai 
Bira offers exactly what a weary traveler 
seeks: silky, white sand beaches, peace and 
quiet, and cold beer. 

Fiona Miller, Indonesia ’09

10. The hill town of Kalaw is the perfect 
pocket of Myanmar to explore after falling 
into potholes while admiring the colonial 
architecture in the capital, Yangon, and 
touring the dusty plains of Bagan. It’s a 
Burmese breath of fresh air! Only a few 
blocks long, the town is the perfect resting 
place for a few days. Enjoy Shan noodles 
against the misty mountain backdrop, eat 
breakfast at the town’s Nepali restaurant 
or frequent the local tea shop. Then strap 
on your hiking boots and set off for the 
real attraction - the overgrown forest trails 
outside of the city, which lead to local 
villages and all the way to Inle Lake, if you 
have the two days necessary to make the 
journey by foot. 

Hannah McDonald-Moniz, Laos ’10

To give you some inspiration for your next vacation, check out these off-the-beaten-path vacation spots handpicked by the PiA staff 
and some of our most adventurous fellows.

(continued from page 6)

(continued on page 7)
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it to this raw and breathtaking island, you 
will be filled with a sense of awe and 
accomplishment. 

Mariesa Lea, East Timor ’09

2. Poon Hill, nestled in the majestic 
Annapurna range of Nepal, is ideal for a 
short novice trek. A 4-day, 3-night hike 
from nearby Pokhara takes trekkers past 
terraced rice fields and bathing water 
buffaloes. At night, it’s easy to find a $1 bed 
in a cobblestone village. Every sweaty step 
of the way is worth it for the view of the 
sunrise at the top of Poon Hill. Watching 
the sun come up over the snow-capped 
mountains is best enjoyed with sips of 
steaming chai milk tea. On the way down, 
spend a few days in Pokhara to nurse your 
aching muscles with yak cheese and reggae 
music. 

Hannah McDonald-Moniz, Laos ’10

3. Head to Hualien, Taiwan, then hop 
on a scooter and hit the road! Check out 
the detours along the highway. You will 

find hidden hot springs, Cow-horn Beach 
(which looks a lot better than it sounds), 
and small fishing villages with great fresh 
seafood. You’ll likely pass Taroko Gorge, 
with its marble mountains and sheer cliff 
faces. Stay for a few nights and check out 
the Ziqiang Night Market, where we highly 
recommend you try the tasty fried duck-
neck.

Alex Jones, China ’10

4. The island of Coron in the Philippine 
province of Palawan is a water lover’s 
paradise, where majestic limestone 
cliffs rise from stunning turquoise water. 
Snorkelers can peer down into corals 
and feel fish wriggle past, while serious 
scuba divers can explore an underwater 
playground of shipwrecks from World War 
II. A boat tour (which usually includes a 
beachside picnic) is the best way to hop 
from tiny island to tiny island. Make sure 
your boatman whisks you to the famed 
Kayangan Lake, which is managed by 

1. Jaco, to the east of the island of Timor, 
is nearly impossible to get to. But if you are 
as excited about the journey as you are the 
destination, this little untouched island is 
perfect for you. To get to Jaco, follow these 
easier-said-than-done steps:

First figure out where East Timor is. Then 
rent a four-wheel drive truck and make 
some East Timorese friends. With your 
friends drive the truck 8 hours to the 
eastern-most tip of East Timor. Once you 
get there, talk with some local fishermen. 
For $10 they will boat you over to Jaco 
Island and come back to pick you up 
precisely at a prearranged time, which 
is miraculous since they don’t own any 
watches. You cannot spend the night on 
Jaco so you should return to the mainland, 
where you can camp on the beach and eat 
a delicious meal of fresh fish caught by the 
local fishermen. 

Because Jaco is considered a sacred site by 
the East Timorese and no one is allowed 
to inhabit the island, it is one of the few 
untouched, naturally pristine places left 
on Earth. When you dunk your head under 
water and open your eyes you will see 
an ecosystem of hundreds of fish and sea 
creatures swim around you. Part of the 
allure of Jaco is how much of an adventure 
it is to just get there. Once you have made 

an indigenous tribe. Said to be one of the 
cleanest lakes in Asia, the water is so clear 
you will be able to see past your toes to the 
bottom. 

Katherine Visconti, Philippines ’10

5. Cheung Chau, which translates to 
‘Long Island’, is a historic fishing town just 
a short ferry ride outside of Hong Kong. 
The island may be small and narrow, but 
it doesn’t skimp on perspective! Rent a 
bike or stroll along the tiny streets and feel 
yourself transported into an era Hong Kong 
hasn’t seen for decades. Wander into a local 
restaurant and eat seafood hauled in fresh 
from the ocean. Tables come alive with 
sea creatures of all varieties. Be daring and 
try the crustaceans you don’t recognize! 
You can truly cover every square inch of 
this tiny isthmus, eating your way around 
the island and wandering its cobble-stoned 
streets. 

Vikki Chernova, Singapore ’10

6. Karakol is a gem of a mountain-town 
in Eastern Kyrgyzstan and rests between 
the shores of Lake Issyk-Kul and the peaks 
of the Central Tien Shan. If the Soviet-Era 
spas and the massive lake don’t wet your 
whistle, you can visit Central Asia’s largest 
ski station or trek deep into the mountains 
for a yurt-stay. You won’t want to miss the 
Sunday Animal Market, where you can 
decide between a horse for $200 or a rusty, 
Soviet-era Lada car for $500. Make sure 
you pick up some Kyrgyz felt-artwork at 
the local art gallery and a latte at Karakol 
Coffee. The American owner of the coffee 
shop will be impressed if you give him a 
huge high-five after you order. 

Jon Jay, Kazakhstan ’12

7. The small village of Xizhou in Yunnan, 
China pops up among the endless green rice 
paddies between the Cangshan Mountain 
Range and Erhai Lake. It’s a great place to 
get a feel for life in a rural Bai village away 

from the bustle of Chinese tourists (and Bad 
Monkey hangovers) in Dali. Take a bike ride 
along the main road with stunning views 
of sky and sea, or hike up the mountains 
through pine forests to get some fresh air. 
Even sitting next to the lush green rice 
paddies watching the farmers at work is a 
wonderful way to spend an afternoon. 

Alex Jones, China ’10

8. In Sarawak, Malaysia, on the island of 
Borneo, Bako National Park stands as a true 
gem for hiking lovers and genuine flora and 
fauna fanatics. Spot the fabled proboscis 
monkeys in their natural habitat and try to 
look away as they navigate their schnozzles 
while consuming leaves. And see if you can 
spot a mousedeer – it looks exactly like it 
sounds, which is extremely odd. Closer to 
town, you can get up close and personal with 
wild orangutans at the Semenggoh Nature 
Reserve.  Feel the entire jungle rustle and 
shake as the largest orangutan in the pod, 
Big Momma, emerges during feeding time. 
Both wildlife wonders lie just outside of 
Kuching city. 

Vikki Chernova, Singapore ’10

9. The island of Sulawesi in Indonesia 
boasts attractions for the mountaineer 
and beach-lover alike. From the capital, 
Makassar, it is a 10-hour bus ride north 
up winding mountain roads to the island’s 
central region of Tana Toraja, where 
the Torajan people have built their boat-
roofed houses and buried their dead in 

Play in the untouched paradise of Jaco.

Ride a fishing skiff over crystal clear water in Coron. 

Tour the traditional houses of the Torajan 
people in Sulawesi. 

man-made caves for centuries. Spend a few 
days trekking around the rolling hills of 
terraced rice paddies, where you can stop 
over in tiny mountain villages for kopi and 
a new friend. If you hang around the daily 
market in the base town of Rantepao, you 
might meet a friendly guide who is willing 
to take you to an elaborate Torajan funeral 
ceremony, complete with buffalo slaughter, 
a procession to the famous cave-graves, and 
(of course) a feast. 

Back in Makassar, you can hop on a Kijang 
shuttle that will take you to the southern 
coastal town of Pantai Bira (if you think 
you can’t fit twelve people into a 7-seater 
Jeep, think again). Far less hyped than the 
northern diving mecca of Bunaken, Pantai 
Bira offers exactly what a weary traveler 
seeks: silky, white sand beaches, peace and 
quiet, and cold beer. 

Fiona Miller, Indonesia ’09

10. The hill town of Kalaw is the perfect 
pocket of Myanmar to explore after falling 
into potholes while admiring the colonial 
architecture in the capital, Yangon, and 
touring the dusty plains of Bagan. It’s a 
Burmese breath of fresh air! Only a few 
blocks long, the town is the perfect resting 
place for a few days. Enjoy Shan noodles 
against the misty mountain backdrop, eat 
breakfast at the town’s Nepali restaurant 
or frequent the local tea shop. Then strap 
on your hiking boots and set off for the 
real attraction - the overgrown forest trails 
outside of the city, which lead to local 
villages and all the way to Inle Lake, if you 
have the two days necessary to make the 
journey by foot. 

Hannah McDonald-Moniz, Laos ’10

To give you some inspiration for your next vacation, check out these off-the-beaten-path vacation spots handpicked by the PiA staff 
and some of our most adventurous fellows.

(continued from page 6)
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FIRST PIA FELLOWS IN SRI LANKA (continued)PRINCETON IN ASIA’S 115th ANNIVERSARY GALA

PiA celebrates 115 years in Asia

On September 10th, 2013, friends and alumni from all over the world gathered 
in New York City to celebrate PiA’s 115th Anniversary Gala at Avenues, The 
World School. It was an evening both vivacious and victorious, with the unveiling 
of PiA’s first-ever documentary film, an animated auction, and the ever-spirited 
camaraderie of PiA family and friends. 

The success of the night was felt not only in the shared stories and laughter that 
rang through the room, but in the support garnered from PiA friends old and new:

 • 250 supporters of PiA attended
 • 45 auction items sold
 • $250,000 raised to support PiA programs in Asia

The evening could not have been possible without the dedication and hard work of PiA trustees and staff. The Gala Committee, 
led by board members Margaret Cannella and Ruth Stevens, the PiA staff, led by Deputy Director Mariesa Lea, and the entire 
Board of Trustees logged thousands of hours in meetings, conference calls, walk-throughs, and even tastings to make the 
evening a resounding success. The accomplishments of the gala will serve as an incredible springboard into PiA’s 116th year, 
and beyond.

Making PiA’s First Film

After a bumpy, jaw-rattling ride from the capital of Laos out into the countryside, 
my interview subject and I finally arrived at her thatched home and tugged our 
bags out of the trunk. From mine, I pulled a camera. From hers, she pulled a live 
chicken. In their own ways, both were perfectly practical. And as I’d realized as a 
Princeton in Asia fellow three years ago, I loved being surprised by what was so 
unsurprising for a local. She even considered it ordinary to journey several hours 
alone every evening to work on a sports development program for women with 
our PiA fellow.

As I traveled through 7 countries and interviewed over 50 people to make a video 
commemorating PiA’s 115th anniversary, I reveled in the beautiful surprises along 

the way. In China, I met PiAers who wake up every day with scratchy red eyes, which are routine for their local friends but 
make the fellows more determined to work on combating pollution. In Cambodia, I joined a fellow as she monitored a heated 
election debate in a community where people are still struggling to find their political voice. In Japan, I saw teaching fellows 
using their spare time to lead a free language class for local mothers. 

Everywhere I went, I saw fellows engaged in their communities, doing remarkable work. It made me thankful for this 
organization that takes risks on young college grads, who don’t have much practical job experience but have the potential 
to do so much meaningful work. As I put together the film and looked at the evolution of PiA over the years, I saw how that 
willingness to give young people a chance to do great things has been a part of PiA for over a century. It makes me excited for 
the next 115 years and the generations of PiA fellows to come.

Katherine Visconti 
Philippines ’10

 International research centers like IWMI are ideally positioned to help address current global crises in food supply, the global 
economy, climate and the environment. However, research rarely transforms lives automatically – it needs to be planned, implemented, 
communicated, and adapted to ensure that it is relevant to the needs of different policy-makers, practitioners, and community groups. I 
am currently working on developing an online guide for IWMI researchers to use when designing research. Hopefully this will help them 
proactively implement research strategies that maximize the likelihood that their research findings will make an impact. 
 Working at IWMI is teaching me about a whole new sphere of work in the NGO world. Having only worked in local, community-
level development organizations before, it has been enlightening to be involved in a completely different side of ‘development.’ My 
previous work focused on planning and implementing community projects, whose design and content were based on knowledge gained 
from research. Now, I have the opportunity to see where the research originates. It is also extremely interesting to combine forces with 
colleagues who have completely different perspectives and outlooks; working alongside scientists is enabling me to gain many different 
insights into the development sector.
 As well as the professional gains, I feel incredibly lucky to be experiencing life on this little tropical island. Six weeks into the 
fellowship, I am finally used to the stampede of monkeys on my roof that act as my alarm clock every morning…although I can’t say 
the same for the daily onslaught of chili that my mouth has to endure. I am hoping that, with time, I will be able to eat my lunch without 
burning pain and a pitcher of water by my side.

Lucie McGurn, Laos ’12 and Sri Lanka ’13

(continued from page 4)

PiA REOPENS FIELD OFFICE AT SINGAPORE’S NGEE ANN POLYTECHNIC

After an absence of over ten years, the PiA field office in Singapore has returned to the campus of Ngee Ann Polytechnic. The cohort 
of seven PiA fellows who arrived at Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) last week to take up their duties for the 2013-2014 school year is the 
twenty-first such group that PiA has dispatched to NP. Every year since 1992, a group of PiA fellows has descended on the leafy campus 
to teach subjects ranging from engineering and biology to psychology and communications, and everything in between. 
 The school’s Principal (think president of a college with 16,000 students) Chia Mia Chiang welcomed PiA with open arms and made 
us feel welcome by securing a huge space for our office in a building in the center of campus. He invited all PiA fellows to look to the 
field office on the Ngee Ann campus as their home away from home.
 “Ngee Ann Polytechnic turns 50 this year. We were founded in 1963. And Princeton in Asia has been associated with us for the past 
21 years. I think this year signals a coming of age for our partnership,” Principal Chia said.

 “I think the partnership has really evolved over time 
from the initial years, when the focus was largely on teaching 
and learning, to a far broader involvement of our international 
fellows in campus life,” he explained. As part of PiA’s 
expanding role on campus this year, Ngee Ann will invite PiA 
fellows from around Asia to make presentations about their 
experiences at NP’s leadership school, the Youth Academy. 
Principal Chia believes bringing in PiA fellows helps students 
expand their worldview beyond the shores of Singapore.
 As he put it, “Princeton in Asia fellows bring in a 
different perspective altogether, a different energy level, 
a youthfulness and a spirit of adventure. And it adds to the 
richness of our learning.”

Richard Van Horne
Japan ’78Lee Gottesdiener and Sarah Plummer (both PiA Singapore ’12) stroll 

along campus after teaching science courses. Lee showed his students 
how to cook up aspirin in the lab!  

Katherine Visconti tries to take a scenery 
shot and ends up leading a photo lesson 

for a gaggle of kids in Laos.

Alumni and friends gather round for the 
first viewing of PiA’s documentary.
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 I am working with BIZ+, a project funded by USAID and operated through the 
International Development wing of Land O’ Lakes. The goal of the project is to distribute 
grants to businesses in areas of Sri Lanka that have been affected by the civil war, the 
2004 tsunami, and ethnic marginalization. The end mission of the project is to create 
employment opportunities, raise household income, and create long lasting economic 
efficiencies in these regions. After reading through many of the proposed grants and 
going on site visits, it is amazing to be able to see exactly how our project is affecting 
the local economic landscape. I have been involved with several aspects of the project 
so far, including grant implementation and monitoring and evaluation. I have also been 
collaborating on developing a viable way of calculating the project’s indirect job creation. 
I can see first hand the fruits of the project’s labor and the influence it has on people’s lives 
here. I am truly humbled to work on a project of this nature.

 I am also working with wonderful people. My boss, Michael Parr, is in the running to be the best boss I have ever had. He is a very 
approachable and kind person and has done a great job of giving me all the tools I need to make an immediate contribution. Everyone 
else in the office is extremely friendly and welcoming and everyone gets along very well. I could literally go through the entire roster of 
employees and share a good memory about each of them. My colleagues in Vavuniya especially have really made me feel welcome and 
often invite me to join them on evenings out. 
 As for the country itself, Sri Lanka is probably the most beautiful and interesting place I have ever visited. I get to see elephant 
crossings, giant lizards, mongoose, and mobs of monkeys rolling through courtyards. The people here for the most part are very friendly, 
outgoing and polite. I share an office with a man named Sugumar and he is quickly becoming one of my good friends; we often discuss 
subtle cultural differences and life in general. It is a fascinating place and I have a long way to go to better understand the history and 
the current situation in which the country finds itself.
 Working with BIZ+ has given me an amazing opportunity to develop my professional skills. I am working closely with many different 
departments, including due diligence, procurement, implementation and relationship management, and am learning so much from the 
expertise and experience of my colleagues. There are so many perspectives and organizations who all have very substantial and unique 
interests in this work, and the challenges inherent in satisfying such a diverse group of stakeholders and the relationship management 
involved is something I am trying to learn about as much as possible. I am going to learn so much this year, so I am doing my best to 
absorb all of the knowledge and lessons I will encounter along the way.

Harry Glynn, Vietnam ’12 and Sri Lanka ’13

 I am based in Colombo, Sri Lanka, at the International Water Management Institute (IWMI), a non-profit, scientific research 
organization focusing on the sustainable use of water and land resources in developing countries. IWMI works in partnership with 
governments, civil society, and the private sector to develop scalable agricultural water management solutions that have a real impact on 
poverty reduction, food security, and ecosystem health. My role here is to work on research uptake, which means trying to increase the 
likelihood that research results will be taken up by stakeholders and have a real impact on sustainable development.

In June of 2013, thanks to the generous support of the Barry Metzger Fund, Princeton in Asia sent its first two fellows to Sri Lanka, a 
tear-drop shaped tropical island off the coast of India which has been marred by a long and bitter civil war that ended in 2009. Our 
special thanks to Abby Waldorf, an honorary PiA fellow in Sri Lanka last year, Ashanthi Mathai, our Country Safety Advisor, and Arj 
Wignaraja, a great PiA friend in Sri Lanka, who all helped PiA launch there. 

We selected veteran PiAers Harry Glynn and Lucie McGurn, who proved in their first fellowships that they could thrive in remote 
rural areas without many other foreigners in sight. Harry, who taught at a university in Can Tho, Vietnam last year, is working with a 
business aiming to kickstart the economy through locally-led projects. Lucie, who last year was posted to the market town of Nong Het 
in northeastern Laos, is now working with an international science organization focused on water resource management. Here they give 
us a window into working and living in this island nation.

(continued on page 5)

Harry Glynn in a roundtable discussion 
with colleagues. 

NEW BOOKS BY PIA ALUMNI 

The First Chinese American: The Remarkable Life of Wong Chin Foo
By Scott Seligman (PiA Taiwan ’73)
 The First Chinese American rescues a revolutionary 19th century Chinese-American from obscurity and 
highlights his rightful place in American history. A Shandong native who arrived in 1867, Wong is credited 
with coining the term “Chinese American” – it was the name he gave to New York’s first Chinese-language 
newspaper. He established America’s first association of Chinese voters, introduced “chop suey” to American 
readers and was likely the first Chinese to testify before Congress. 
 In his three decades in the United States, the outspoken Wong struggled to secure Chinese a more central 
place at the American table. Although little remembered today, he was arguably the most famous Chinese man 
in the nation during his lifetime. The First Chinese American is available on Amazon.com.

Bangkok Bound
By Ellen Boccuzzi (PiA Thailand ’97)
 Bangkok Bound will be of interest to those who are curious about literature, social change, and Thailand. It 
is the first book to examine literature by rural-urban migrants in Thailand and to distill the messages conveyed 
by Thai migrant writers about their experiences. These stories powerfully describe the ways in which migrants 
who set off from their homes for Bangkok are quickly bound to the capital through the transformative force of 
modern city life. And they show how those who remain behind in the village are transformed as well, as these 
individuals struggle to maintain a rural way of life in a rapidly urbanizing world.
 The book grew out a decade of research on Thai literature and Southeast Asian migration patterns, as well 
as extensive interviews with contemporary Thai writers. Bangkok Bound explores half a century of literature by 
rural-urban migrants in Thailand. It provides a new perspective on modernization and social change, recognizing 

the migrant’s key role at the forefront of rapid social transformation in Asia. Bangkok Bound is available through Amazon.com and The 
University of Washington Press in the United States, and through Silkworm Books in Asia.

PIA PUZZLER

ACROSS
1. a ‘sigh’ in South Korea
7. place with a lot of ‘soul’
8. the king of fruits
10. former colony of Mexico
13. _____ Sling
15. led by a military strongman
16. a beer or wat
18. where the official language is  
   Portuguese
21. country cut by the equator
22. type of orange
23. a traditional costume that’s always 
apologizing

DOWN
2. where a nomad is at home
3. former name of a country and  
   a current tea
4. an apple or a mountain

5. where rice is planted and a  
   Princeton eating club
6. one of Asia’s cleanest lakes
9. model warriors 
10. Asia’s long-nosed monkey
11. one more tone than Mandarin  
   and one less than Lao

12. yang’s opposite
14. former director with bright legacy
17. flip-flop
19. Da Aung ____ ____ Kyi
20. bygone Russian car

If you get stumped, look for clues in the 
Newsletter itself!
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AN ELECTION WATCHDOG IN CAMBODIA (continued)

(continued from page 2)

 Yet, despite the myriad issues (including 
the blatant voter list manipulation by the 
NEC, the ruling party’s complete control 
over the local media, and the threats of war), 
the two main opposition parties, which 
united to become the Cambodia National 
Rescue Party (CNRP), made remarkable 
gains. Although Prime Minister Hun Sen 
had demanded a landslide victory, his party 
actually lost 22 seats to the opposition. 
Though the CPP maintains a majority at 
68 seats to the opposition’s 55 seats, it 
no longer holds the two-thirds majority 

Each year PiA sends a handful of 
Princeton undergraduates to Jishou, China 
to teach English as a part of our Summer 
of Service program. Many of the students 
they teach go on to become teachers 
themselves in rural parts of China. Most 
never leave China. This year, three of them 
visited the U.S. for the first time, thanks 
to scholarships they earned through a 
local speaking competition organized 
by Summer of Service 2011 participant 
Caroline Kitchener.
 After my freshman year, I got on a plane 
with PiA’s Summer of Service crew and 
headed for Jishou. Two years later, three of 
the students that I met there followed me 
back to the U.S.
 After winning a public speaking contest 

that we ran in Jishou, Sharon, Tina, and 
Maria were awarded scholarships to attend 
a speaking camp at the George Mason 
Institute of Forensics in Washington, 
D.C. I got to watch the three girls deliver 
speeches at the end of their two weeks at 
the Institute. It was a performance for the 
camp’s international contingent, and five 
students from China -- consisting of Tina, 
Sharon, Maria, and the two 2013 winners 
of China’s CCTV cup (the fancy televised 
English-speaking competition in Beijing) – 
would be speaking. 
 The night before, the girls called me, 
freaking out. “These other students are so 
excellent,” Sharon said. “They go to the best 
universities. We will be so embarrassed.” 
But the next day they mustered the courage 
to get on stage.
 At the final performance, Tina was the 
first to speak. Her parents couldn’t find 
enough work in their hometown to support 
her studies, so they left for work in a bigger 
city. She got up to the stage and started 
talking about her experience in China as 
a left-behind child – only ever seeing her 
parents once a year at Spring Festival. 
She knew her whole speech by heart, and 
delivered it with incredible passion and 
conviction. Everyone in the room could 
feel how much what she was saying 

ALUMNI NOTES

PiA on the Job

Page Thompson (Japan ’82) is taking on 
a new role at NBC Universal, as President 
of International Operations for Universal 
Studios Parks & Resorts. He’s excited 
about the work in his new division, 
especially since it means traveling to the 
Universal Studios park in Osaka, his old 
PiA stomping ground! His last time in 
Osaka was in 1982, when he lived there for 
two and a half months working at Takeda 
Chemical in a job arranged by PiA.

Dave Carini (China ’97) finally moved 
back to the U.S. after 11 years in Beijing. 
But he’s not done with China. Dave recently 
started a position as the Executive Director 
of the America China Society of Indiana, a 
non-profit that focuses on fueling trade and 
investment between Indiana and China.

Rachel Machefsky (Nepal ’12) loved 
working for Save the Children in 
Kathmandu so much that she will be 
staying on after her fellowship to work 
for them full-time. Here’s to another year 
of transformation, building bridges, and 
momos.

Bina Venkataraman (Vietnam ’05) is 
taking on a new position as the Senior 
Advisor for Climate Change Innovation at 
the White House. She’s excited to unleash 
creative ways of addressing climate change 
– and we’re excited she’s working in the 
White House. Go Bina!

Ben Shell (Thailand ’05 and Mongolia ’06) 
co-founded B2D, a start-up social business 
electrifying off-grid rural communities 
in Haiti. When he’s not throwing himself 
into his business, he can be found running 
around Haiti or playing soccer with new 
friends.

Candice Ammori (Singapore ’12) is 
trading the shores of Singapore, where she 

taught business communications for PiA, 
for the capital of Cambodia. She is working 
for the microfinance group Vision Fund, 
helping to strategize operations for mobile 
banking.

Micah Stanovsky (Cambodia ’11) left 
Phnom Penh for Seattle, where he rejoined 
the Sawhorse Revolution, a group that 
empowers youth through hands-on and 
skills-based education programs. He’s 
helping students construct and design 
structures for non-profit and community 
organizations in the Pacific Northwest. 

Not Too Cool for School

Ed Lee (Korea ’01) is in his first year at the 
Ross School of Business at the University 
of Michigan at Ann Arbor. Now that 
the former high school teacher is on the 
receiving end in the classroom, Ed hopes 
he will learn the skills he needs to, in his 
words, “make a system-level educational 
impact in the entrepreneurial space.” Good 
luck, Ed!

Seth Green (Thailand ’11) has relocated to 
the Big Apple, where he is working towards 
a Ph.D. in political science at Columbia.

Sumia Ahmad (Mongolia ’12) has decided 
to opt out of winter for the next two years. 
She’s leaving Mongolia for California, 
where she will be working towards her 
Master’s in International Policy Studies 
at Stanford. After an enjoyable year on 
PiA teaching finance in Ulaanbaatar, she 
is leaning towards a specialization in 
international political economy, with a sub-
specialization in warm weather.

It’s safe to say that Kate Voss (Nepal ’11) 
is fond of mountains. After two years 
working for the Mountain Institute in 
Nepal and Peru, she has now relocated 
to live between the mountains and sea of 
Santa Barbara. She is working towards her 

Ph.D. in the Geography Department of UC 
Santa Barbara, where she will focus on 
water resource management in developing 
countries, like Nepal and Peru.

Kurt Kuehne (Singapore ’08) got his 
Burmese on this summer with an intensive 
language course. He’s excited to get 
schooled some more this year as he begins 
to study for his Masters in Southeast Asian 
studies at the University of Wisconsin. 

Julie McWilliams (Laos ’08) is spending 
the year in Philadelphia, gathering data 
for her dissertation about refugee students 
in the city and their experience moving 
to the U.S. She’s excited to be finished 
with her coursework at the University of 
Pennsylvania and is ready to seize that 
Ph.D. after her dissertation is done.

Wedding Bells and Babies

Ali Smith (Philippines ’06) married Noah 
Kennedy on May 26th in Princeton. A few 
months after the wedding, the Kennedys 
moved to England, where they are both 
pursuing a course in theological and 
pastoral studies at the Oxford Centre for 
Christian Apologetics. Ali can’t wait to 
take her new husband to Asia to trace her 
PiA roots in the Philippines – hopefully 
sometime in the near future! 

(continued on page 11)

Ali and Noah on their wedding day.

SOSer Caroline Kitchener takes her friends 
from Jishou on a tour of New York City. 

They took in the cityscapes and feasted on 
bacon and barbecue ribs, their favorite 

American dishes. 

needed to amend the Constitution. Thus, 
the election represents the biggest electoral 
setback for the ruling party in 20 years. 
 Working with NDI these past 13 months 
has been eye-opening. It has been amazing 
to see how a program staff of just 15 can do 
so much to hold a government accountable. 
It has been nearly three months and the 
election results remain highly contested. 
There are still mass protests by the 
opposition in Phnom Penh. Most of the 
population is terrified of the potential for 
violence and just want some sort of political 
stability. Right now, it’s impossible to tell 

what the future holds for Cambodia, but the 
younger generation makes me hopeful. A 
highly engaged youth contingency that has 
no real memory of the Khmer Rouge has 
emerged, and they are demanding change, 
no matter what it takes. 
 As for me, when my PiA fellowship 
ended, I accepted an offer to work fulltime 
for NDI. I want to see how the country 
and its fledgling democracy will evolve 
now that Cambodians, young and old, are 
asserting their democratic rights.

Hilary Ford 
PiA Thailand ’11 and Cambodia ’12

SUMMER OF SERVICE STUDENTS VISIT THE STATES

meant to her. Sharon and Maria were just 
as powerful, talking about the dangers of 
technology and the academic pressure that 
parents put on their children in China. But 
even more than the speeches themselves, 
what hit me hardest was what the girls said 
to me afterwards. 
 When I went to congratulate them, Maria 
was smiling and giggling but wouldn’t tell 
me why. Finally she said, “I think maybe 
we were better. They read their speeches.” 
And it was true. The CCTV winners – who 
the girls regarded as the very best and 
brightest in China – hadn’t memorized their 
speeches. They had stellar pronunciation 
and poise, but their speeches lacked the 
feeling that reverberated through the Jishou 
girls. 
 That one statement let me know that 
the USA trip and the two weeks at GMIF 
had fundamentally changed the way that 
Sharon, Tina, and Maria saw themselves 
and their futures. They saw that they could 
be better than “the best,” and are now 
back in China with a whole new set of 
goals. Right now, they’re planning to start 
their own public speaking courses in their 
hometowns. I have no doubt they’ll make it 
happen.

Caroline Kitchener 
Summer of Service ’11
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(continued from page 1) CPP politicians threatened that if they were 
to lose, the country would fall back into 
civil war, or worse, a return to the Khmer 
Rouge.
 Amidst these challenges, NDI’s goal 
was to make the electoral process more 
transparent and inclusive. We started with 
the official voters list. In prior Cambodian 
elections, most electoral fraud occurred 
long before the actual Election Day, most 
notably through major manipulation of 
the National Election Commission (NEC) 
issued voter list. The first election-based 
project I worked on with NDI was an 
extensive sample-based, statistical audit of 
the voter list. The audit showed that 10% of 
citizens who thought they were registered 
were in fact not on the list, and nearly 20% 
of the existing names on the voter list were 
invalid. In addition, the list was massively 
bloated, placing the number of registered 
voters at 102% of the eligible population. 
Not surprisingly, the NEC, which is 
entirely staffed and appointed by the ruling 
CPP party, denied the findings and made no 
effort to improve the quality of the voter 
list. However, the audit provided civil 
society with a basis to start questioning the 
validity of the upcoming elections.  
 This past April, a team of my NDI 
colleagues and I began organizing town 
hall, US-style candidate debates. It was 
extraordinarily difficult to get all the 
disparate parties and the NEC to agree 
on a format, especially since the CPP had 
little interest in allowing their candidates to 
be publicly challenged by the opposition. 
Despite the difficulties, we managed to pull 
through with six provincial debates (each 
of which had an audience of over 1,000 
people) and one televised national debate 
in Phnom Penh. As a PiA fellow, having the 
opportunity to work directly on a project 
of this magnitude was a phenomenal 
experience. Admittedly, all did not go 
smoothly.  Many of the small parties had 
grossly unprepared candidates, who were 
only marginally versed in their own party’s 

population in the four short years between 
1975 and 1979. For the next decade, 
Cambodia oscillated between Vietnamese 
occupation and brutal civil war. The 
United Nations finally came in to enforce 
a ceasefire and establish the country’s first-
ever democratic election in May 1993. The 
royalist party won and then later entered 
into a coalition with the other participating 
parties, including the Cambodian People’s 
Party (CPP), led by a former Khmer 
Rouge soldier and defector by the name 
of Hun Sen. However, conflict didn’t end 
with the election. Hun Sen seized power 
through a bloody coup d’etat in 1997. His 
Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) has held 
power ever since through a combination of 
intimidation, electoral manipulation, and 
brute force.
 The 2013 election was expected to 
be more of the same, another landslide 

win for Hun Sen’s ruling party. The 
CPP handily won the last two national 
elections largely because (with or 
without manipulation) many Cambodians 
appreciate that Hun Sen’s government 
has overseen the country’s longest period 
of relative peace, stability, and economic 
growth in decades. Hun Sen is a polarizing 
figure and his government is responsible 
for extensive human rights abuses, from 
massive land grabs to imprisoning political 
opponents. But many Cambodians have 
been conditioned to fear the alternative. 
Playing on that anxiety, in the run up to 
this election Hun Sen and other prominent 

platforms. There were declarations to put 
Vietnamese in internment camps, promises 
to bring in 14 American billionaires to solve 
all of Cambodia’s problems, and assurances 
of abolishing the country’s nonexistent 
death penalty. And, of course, both main 
parties guaranteed that there would be 
chaos and anarchy if the other won. In one 
event, there were more military police than 
audience members. However, these debates 
were some of the only opportunities for 
direct, public dialogue between the parties 
and voters. They were profoundly unique 
experiences for everyone attending, from 
ordinary citizens to party leaders. For me 
personally, working directly with both 
seasoned politicians and new candidates 
alike in training sessions and then watching 
some of them emerge as highly capable, 
articulate speakers was inspiring and 
tremendously rewarding.
 Following the debates, we shifted gears 
into election observation. NDI worked with 
Transparency International Cambodia to 
conduct a sample-based observation of the 
election that would provide an alternative 
vote projection to the official (and clearly 
biased) one that would be presented by 
the NEC and the CPP. On Election Day, I 
had the opportunity to work with the team, 
helping manage surveys as they came into 
our data center. The entire day was wrought 
with issues and conflicts.  As predicted 
by our audit of the voter list, thousands 
of Cambodians were turned away at the 
polls because their names had been deleted 
or improperly duplicated, leaving them 
disenfranchised and frustrated. At 93% 
of the polls, people were allowed to vote 
with suspect temporary IDs issued by the 
government in the few weeks prior to the 
vote. And heated xenophobic rhetoric, 
which had tainted the campaign season, 
led to mobs forcefully keeping some ethnic 
Vietnamese-Cambodians from voting and 
in one case leading to a riot in southern 
Phnom Penh.

ALUMNI NOTES (CONTINUED)

Anastasia Oldham (SOS ’07) and 
Duncan Fitz (SOS ’07) married on a sunny 
July day at Aldie Mansion in Doylestown, 
Pennsylvania. The two began dating while 
working in Jishou, China, as teaching 
fellows for Summer of Service. The PiA 
love was clearly evident on their wedding 
day, since they were surrounded by friends 
from Princeton and Princeton in Asia. 

Fiona Miller (Indonesia ’09 and PiA 
Communications Director), Anastasia 
Vrachnos (Indonesia ’91 and former PiA 
Executive Director) and Kiki Vrachnos 
(PiA class of 2033) welcomed Zoe Miller 
Vrachnos (PiA class of 2035) on August 
14, 2013, in Singapore. Zoe already has her 
passport in hand and her first trip booked – 
she and her family will spend the holidays 
this year in (where else?) Indonesia. All 
visitors welcome!

PiA Reunions Around the World

This past August, a group of PiA Vietnam 
alumni from over the years staged the 
biggest reunion of Vietnam alumni 
on record. Wesley Hedden (’06), Liz  
Hollingsworth (’09), Dan Andrews (’10), 
Kyle York (’10), Bilesh Ladva (’11) and 
Nellie Moore (’12) gathered in Ho Chi 
Minh City to catch up, reminisce, and raise 
their glasses in the name of pho.

Not to be outdone, the 2010 PiA Singapore 
crew had their second reunion in the 
States. Kurt Kuehne (’08), Lisa Qi (’09), 
Victoria Chernova (’10), David Cogswell 
(’10), Sarah Comeaux (’10), Alex 
Coulston (’10), Mark Heller (’10), Scott 
Henkelman (’10), Arathi Mohan (’10), 
Megan Schoendorf (’10), Matt Shofnos 
(’10) and Andrew Usoro (’10) gathered 
to reminisce about their life-Changi year 
on PiA. Highlights from the weekend in 
Chicago included: Tiger Beer, mee goreng, 
and not sweating. Alex Coulston traveled 
from the citystate itself to be present. After 
spending almost as many hours in transit as 
he did in Chicago, Alex is so going down in 
the PiA diehard record books!

(continued from page 10)

From top left to bottom left: Alex, Kurt, David, Scott, Matt, 
Andrew, Mark, Victoria, Megan, Lisa, Sarah and Arathi catch up 

in Chicago.

Hilary Ford takes in the sites in Cambodia. 

Kiki and Zoe: sisterhood at first smooch.

From left: Bilesh, Kyle, Liz, Wesley, Dan and Nellie
hang out in HCMC.
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The results of Cambodia’s 2013 national election surprised the country’s ruling party and 
showed the rising dissatisfaction with Prime Minister Hun Sen, who has had an iron grip 
on power for the last 28 years. The opposition won 45% of the seats in the lower house of 
parliament, which, though not a majority, will make it more difficult for the prime minister 
to impose his will unilaterally. A PiA fellow working for an election watchdog NGO in 
Phnom Penh gives an inside look into Cambodia’s most important election in two decades.

 When I moved to Phnom Penh, Cambodia for my second PiA fellowship, I was well 
aware that the country was getting ready for a major national election and that I would 
be there for it. But I didn’t realize that it would be the most significant election since 
Cambodia’s first United Nations’ administered polls in 1993, and that by working at the 
National Democratic Institute (NDI), one of the world’s preeminent NGOs working in 
democracy and governance, I would literally be on the frontline of Cambodian history. 
Needless to say, the past several months in Cambodia have been a political roller coaster.
 To say Cambodia has had a tumultuous history and a rocky path to democracy would 
be an extraordinary understatement, like comparing Angkor Wat to your nephew’s Lego 
castle. Pol Pot’s ultra-Marxist Khmer Rouge regime wiped out one fourth of the country’s 
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We hope you get in touch!
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FIRST PIA FELLOWS
IN SRI LANKA

A political debate in Kandal, the home province of Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen.

I have been in Sri Lanka for approximately 
one month. Since I have only been here 
a short time, I feel tempted to use the 
old adage, “so far, so good.” However, I 
don’t feel that phrase does justice to my 
experience thus far. The most difficult 
task is narrowing down what is the 
most valuable and enjoyable part of my 
experience: the work, my colleagues, the 
country, or my personal development.

Princeton in Asia Fellow monitors Cambodian election

What’s inside

Harry Glynn hiking in Sri Lanka. 
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