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From PiA fellows in the field:
Just wanted to say thanks 
for putting me in the most 
awesome post in all of PiA. 
I’m honestly having the best 
time every day, and I feel 
like I’m spoiled to the max. 
The students are great, my 
coworkers are amazing, the 
food is incredible, and the 
activities are endless. I’m 
taking Thai lessons, I’ve 
learned to cook a couple Thai 
dishes, and I’ve ridden an 
ostrich. I am truly loving life 
right now. Can’t wait for you 
to visit!
Rachel Weber, Mae Fah Luang University, 

Chiang Rai, Thailand

I just wanted to let you know that I have 
made it safely to Shanghai and things are 
great! I am currently getting settled into 
my campus in Songjiang. I have a Chinese 
roommate and I can’t wait to start teaching 
at the end of August. Also, this place is 

knit, diverse and intimate. 
Sometimes it is hard here – 
but usually it is amazing and 
such an adventure.

Mia Chin, Universiti Sains  
Malaysia, Penang, Malaysia

It’s hot. It’s bright. It’s 
dusty. There are chickens, 
dogs, and pigs everywhere. 
There is constant-constant-
CONSTANT crowing during 
the day and barking during the 
night. The only colors around 
are neon-highlighter (this 
includes all the flowers and 

my house). But all together it’s beautiful 
and breathtaking. 

Last Sunday, a friend and I rented a 
motorbike and drove into the mountains 
looking for the village of Dare, where we 
could supposedly get the best view of Dili, 
the bay, and Atauro Island in the distance. 
We ended up driving past the target 

bustling with rowers...how did you find 
such a great fit for me? I can’t tell you how 
incredibly excited I am for this year. Thank 
you so much for this opportunity!

Emily Gass, YK Pao School,  
Shanghai, China

Life here is so far phenomenal and amazing. 
People, food and places are all amazing 
and teaching is going really, really well. It 
is the perfect teaching environment – close 

With all 165 of this year’s PiA fellows and interns now on the ground thriving in their fellowship posts (or back on campus from their 
summer internships), here at the home office in Princeton we are savoring the stories they are sending back about the new sights, 
sounds, tastes and smells they are experiencing all over Asia, and their reflections on the learning experiences, embarrassing faux pas, 
and “aha!” moments that accompany those new experiences. From the first-time teacher learning how to manage a classroom of 35 
eight-year-olds to the second-year fellow reaching the pinnacle of cultural immersion, their words serve as eloquent reminders of the 
importance of PiA’s mission of building bridges and providing young people with transformative experiences in Asia. We hope you enjoy 
these dispatches from the field as much as we have.

Princeton in Asia
194 Nassau St.
Suite 212
Princeton, NJ 08542
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Rachel Weber enjoys an ostrich ride in Chiang Rai, Thailand.

Upcoming events for PiA alumni:

January 12-13, 19-20 & 26-27, 2013
Interviews held at Princeton University for
ALL posts and countries!

January 31 - February 2, 2013
Interviews held in New England (precise locations TBD)

February 5-12, 2013
Midwest and West Coast interviews and alumni events in 
Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisco and Seattle

May 17-20, 2013
PiA Orientation at Princeton University

May 20, 2013
PiA Annual Dinner at Princeton University

We hope you can join us!



obviously.

Thomas Talhelm (China ’07) is back in 
Beijing this year on a Fulbright Scholarship 
conducting research for his dissertation. 
Don’t skimp on the dumplings, Thomas!

Diana Hubbell (China ’10) is now in 
Bangkok working as Assistant Editor at 
Travel + Leisure Southeast Asia Magazine. 
How’s that for a sweet gig?

Duncan DeAeth (Taiwan ’09) has one year 
left of his graduate school program at the 
Academy of Korean Studies, and is loving 
his life in Korea. Potential thesis topic: 
Gangnam Style?

Ellen Boccuzzi (Thailand ’97) moved to 
Kabul in October to work with USAID. 
Way to go, Ellen – good luck and keep us 
posted!

Lindley Rabin (Indonesia ’85) is still 
teaching on the Big Island of Hawaii. After 
seeing the photo of Chloe Hall and Lydia 
Tomkiw (both Indonesia ’11) atop Gunung 
Merapi in the Fall 2011 issue of Pacific 
Bridges, Lindley sent us this photo of 
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I was snorkeling in Tidung this past 
weekend and had the spook of my life. I was 
swimming along, admiring the reefs and 
the tropical fish, when suddenly something 
caught my eye. I turned around in the 
water to see what looked like a ring wraith 
suspended underwater. My skin jumped a 
bit and I did a sharp turn, cutting my hand 
on a piece of shallow coral. Finally, I got 
my bearings and went to go look at what 
the bizarre specter actually was. Turns out 
it was a carpet placed over a buoy for some 
reason. Still completely bizarre.

Ethan Harfenist, The Jakarta Globe,  
Jakarta, Indonesia

I just wanted to let you know that I have 
landed in Japan. It’s a blast and everything 
is going along swimmingly. I really enjoy 
teaching, even though it’s way harder and 
different than I imagined. Mainly, I want to 
thank you for giving me this opportunity. 
My life has already changed dramatically 
and it’s only been three weeks. I feel like 
I am finally working a job that utilizes my 
strengths and I am extraordinarily excited 
to explore this part of the world. I feel like 
I am alive again. Anyways, an email is not 
enough, but I am beyond thankful for all the 
wonderful people over at PiA headquarters. 
I hope things are going well for you guys. 
And as we say here in Japan: konbon wa…
or ganbatte…or something.

Michael Duke, Yakage Elementary 
Schools, Yakage, Japan

VOICES FROM THE FIELD (continued)

landmark – a nondescript concrete war 
memorial dedicated to Australian veterans 
– and got lost in a random mountain 
village. When we asked a passing man 
for directions and we explained that we 
were looking for a place to drink coffee 
(apparently the nondescript war memorial 
is also known for coffee), he invited us to 
his porch to drink some coffee with him 
and his family.

My Tetum is still non-existent (I know the 
words for “I,” “You,” “How are you?” and 
“Fine”) so my friend spoke with the family 
in Bahasa Indonesia and “translated.” This 
sometimes meant he smiled and nodded, 
before turning to me to say, “I don’t know, 
that was too fast. About bananas?” The 
whole experience was a lot fun until I 
admired the family’s 3-month-old puppies 
and they told my friend that they were 
saving them for “special occasions.” As in, 
to eat. 

Elizabeth Saunders, Fundasaun Mahein, 
Dili, East Timor

The weirdest thing so far is that all the 
Cambodians I’ve met seem fascinated 
by my being part Chinese – they can tell 
immediately and ask me a ton about it and 
seem to want to hear everything about 
being multi-racial. This includes a few who 
are Sino-Khmer themselves, who seem 
to think being part “American” and part 
Chinese is a lot stranger. 

Justine Drennan, The Phnom Penh Post, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Living in Jakarta has been a really 
wonderful experience thus far. Aside from 
the soul-smashing traffic jams, I have really 
come to love the city. I love how sprawling 
it is and how it seemingly makes no sense 
at all, yet it somehow holds itself together 
to function day in and day out. Plus, I’ve 
met a lot of wonderful Indonesians and 
expats that have made my experience even 
better. 

I am loving life here. Chiang Mai University 
is awesome – the students are hilarious and 
the other teachers are really friendly. I got 
a massage and went to a football game 
yesterday with one of the Thai teachers 
here (my first massage ever!! my back 
is still cracking). My students are hard 
workers. One of them, Kija, comes to my 
office hours every week. She hadn’t really 
been exposed to English at all before – we 
started with the basics and she’s picking it 
up really quickly. Last week I had a few 
students present their paragraphs to the 
class. Kija did a really great job! The whole 
class clapped loudly and she was beaming. 
It was definitely one of those this-is-why-
teaching-rocks moments. She stayed after 
class to tell me, “Teacher I feel very enjoy 
today!”

Tara Knoll, Chiang Mai University, 
Chiang Mai, Thailand

I am now in my tenth month as a PiA fellow, 
and I can’t quite believe how quickly 
the time has flown by in this remote, 
mountainous district of Nonghet. Born and 
bred in a city, I wasn’t sure how I would 
take to rural life but I sure was ready to 
give it a try. Much to the amusement of my 
colleagues and the rest of the community, I 
am still struggling to truly embrace dinners 
of hornet larvae and tree bark, but I would 
like to think that I am slowly but surely 
learning my own ways of enjoying life 
here.
Lucie McGurn, ChildFund, Nonghet, Laos

(continued on page 3)
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Ethan Harfenist takes a shot of cobra 
blood in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Tara Knoll and friends hike through a rice 
paddy in Laos.

Lindley Rabin and friends at the summit of Gunung Merapi, near Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia, in 1985.

he can make a living from, and credits PiA 
for helping him get “literally every job I’ve 
ever had.” 

Three cheers for Kathryn Muessig (China 
’02), who recently completed her PhD in 
public health at Johns Hopkins. She’s now 
in a postdoc at UNC-Chapel Hill, and is 
still very involved in public health work in 
China. 

Jean Hsu (SOS ’06) is living in Mountain 
View, CA, working for The Obvious 
Corporation (yes, that’s actually its name) 
and is teaching her husband Tyler some 
Chinese. According to Jean, he has a pretty 
good feel for tones.

Faced with the challenges of adjusting to 
life back in the US, Ted Karch (Hong Kong 
’11) is distracting himself by applying to 
law schools, looking for an interim job, 
and preparing for a cross-country bicycle 
trip he’s planning for next spring.

Sarah Mankes (Japan ’05) is teaching at a 
public school in NYC and is embarking on 
an “action research” project to investigate 
how technology can be used to get 
students more involved in a broader global 
community. She plans to set up a pilot 
exchange between her school and a few of 
the elementary schools in Yakage, Japan 
where she used to teach. How’s that for 
“building bridges between East and West”?

Still Living the Dream in Asia (or 
elsewhere)

Andrew Turco (SOS ’06, Cambodia ’07) 
returned to China this summer for the first 
time since his SOS days to complete a joint 
urban design studio with classmates from 
MIT and students at Tsinghua. Andrew 
reported that he was offered a discount on 
his summer bicycle rental if he promised 
to keep the bubble wrap on the frame 
all summer so it could be resold as new 
when he returned it. He took the discount, 

herself and her friends at the same summit 
in 1985. If there are any PiA alumni with 
more Merapi photos out there, send ‘em 
our way!

Mira Manickam (Thailand ’01 and 
former PiA program director) is repping 
PiA in South America with Surfer 
GRRRLS Brazil, an organization she 
founded that works towards “empowering 
girls through hip hop videos and music 
celebrating women’s surf culture along 
the southern Atlantic coast.” Rad, dude! 
Check it out at http://www.indiegogo.com/
SurferGrrrlsBrazil.

Ben Shell (Mongolia ’06) is putting 
his noodle-stall Thai and loan-analysis 
Mongolian language skills to good use 
while starting a social business in Haiti. 
He and his two partners, one of whom he 
met while in Mongolia, will be electrifying 
off-grid rural communities using carbon-
neutral generators. Ben is waiting until 
the business model is perfected in the 
Caribbean before the inevitable Asian 
expansion. Check it out at http://www.
limyepaw.com.

(continued from page 14)(continued from page 1)



Ari Wolfe (China ’05) and wife Kelly 
Brooks heralded the arrival of Asher 
Brooks Wolfe on July 19th, 2012. Ari was 
wearing his PiA t-shirt during delivery – he 
claims it was unintentional, but we know 
better.

Congratulations to Nicole Bulcroft (PiA 
Auditor), who finished the PiA 2012 audit 
just in time for the birth of her son James 
Ryan Bulcroft on September 13th, 2012. 
Now that’s dedication!

We were disappointed to miss Carol Wan 
(Hong Kong ’98) at our Boston alumni 
gathering this year, but it was for good 
reason – Carol was home caring for her 
almost 5-week-old daughter, Lia Hue Ting 
Wong. We hope to see both of them at the 
event next year!

Weddings and Babies

Nina Henning (Nepal ’02) married 
Lobsang Samten this past June in Roslyn, 
NY, in a ceremony that blended Tibetan 
and American wedding traditions. As Nina 
wrote us, “it is a love that is 10 years old 
already, and owes a debt of gratitude to 
PiA.” Congratulations, Nina!

Congratulations also go to Saroj Siegler 
(Thailand ’03) who is not only engaged, but 
is also moving back to Asia in December 
with her fiancé, Sean Quinn, who will be 
taking up a position with a Hong Kong-
based architecture firm. Sean has already 
expressed interest in bringing a new PiA 
fellow on board his sustainable design 
team. Way to keep it in the family, guys!

Hilary Roxe (Hong Kong ’97) welcomed 
Caleb Roxe Thomaskutty on June 8th, 2012. 
To quote from his birth announcement: 
“Caleb has dark brown hair – and lots of 
it.”

Representing in the US of A

Jenaro Cardona-Fox (Thailand ’00) ran 
the Lake Placid Ironman this summer to 
support Rosie’s Place, a community center 
for poor and homeless women and their 
children in the Boston area. Go Jenaro!

After spending the last two years in 
Indonesia and Singapore, Luke Douglas 
(Indonesia ’10) can’t wait for “all the 
delicious burritos, BBQ, and microbrews” 
when he moves back to New York City this 
fall. 

James Young (Singapore ’05) spent 
several months this past spring doing 
research on dengue fever in Bangkok and 
rotating in the emergency department at 
National University Hospital in Singapore. 
He has now graduated from medical school 
and just began his residency in NYC. 

Matt Shofnos (Singapore ’10) recently 
became employee #3 at the new but 
rapidly growing CoFoundersLab, which he 
describes as “eHarmony for entrepreneurs.” 
Matt is extremely excited to be working 
again, and gaining the training he’ll need to 
eventually pursue social entrepreneurship 
“back home in Southeast Asia.”

Andrew Matthews (Malaysia ’06) is 
in New York City working for Business 
for Social Responsibility, which helps 
companies with social and environmental 
impact. Andrew is excited about finding 
a job that he’s passionate about AND that 
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And in the “It wouldn’t be PiA without a 
little off-color humor” department:
There’s a trick to the water pressure in my 
house that I haven’t figured out. I haven’t 
showered there once in the past two weeks. 
Also, one of my coworkers wrote “leg 
waxing” in Vietnamese on a sticky note 
for me to bring to the salon. I left it on top 
of my papers on my desk and now there’s 
been an IT guy sitting there for the past 
30 minutes. Really, though, I’m having 
a brilliant time so far. This weekend I’m 
going to a wedding in Can Tho, so I’m sure 
there will be more stories to come!

Nellie Moore, Asia Injury Prevention 
Foundation, Ho Chin Minh City, Vietnam

From PiA summer interns:
This internship is INSANOFABULOUS. 
Best summer of my life. I just finished a 
project on low-sulfur diesel and diesel 
pricing/taxes in China, and I’m beginning 
to work on a project on HCFCs and other 
ozone-depleting substances this week! 
I’m using my knowledge and love of 
Chinese politics, environmental policy, 
and chemistry to do good – and learning 
volumes upon volumes at the same time! 
My Chinese is getting better from reading 
government documents all the time and 
chatting up my friends in the office. Policy, 
environment, and China! I’m so happy 
here.

Gavin Cook, Natural Resources Defense 
Council, Beijing, China

The Chinese textbooks at Princeton tend 
to focus on the differences between the 
US and China. Last summer at Princeton 
in Beijing, one of the first sentences we 
learned was “Chinese people like to shower 
at night; Americans like to shower in the 
morning.” Back at Princeton in third-year 
Chinese, our discussions continued to 

contrast China and the US. We covered 
differences in spending habits, attitudes 
towards dating, sex and marriage, attitudes 
towards education, child rearing and how 
to care for parents in old age.

Having been thinking in dichotomies for 
such a long time, I came to China this 
summer and saw differences everywhere. 
And let’s not kid ourselves: they are 
everywhere. But over the last few weeks 
in Jishou, I’ve become aware that there 
are so many similarities between Chinese 
and American students. We’re sarcastic. 
We like to make fun of each other. We like 
to eat. We like to sing. We have dreams 
and insecurities. We like to talk about 
relationships (this is perhaps the students’ 
favorite topic). I’ve seen the dynamics of 
their friend groups, and I could totally fit in 
as a student here.

Reuben Shorser, Summer of Service, 
Jishou, China

Interning at the Naz Foundation was a 
phenomenal experience not only because 
it let me work in a completely different 
environment, but also because I actually 

became part of this family in the two 
months that I was there. The public health 
sector in India is so vast and complicated 
that it is difficult to understand its inner 
workings in such a short period of time, but 
I am thrilled to have had the chance to get a 
glimpse of some of the problems that non-
profit organizations here face every day. 

I had originally thought that this internship 
would require me to be at a desk, compiling 
data and writing reports, but it offered so 
much more than that. I often acted as the 
translator for foreign media organizations, 
went to hospitals and slums to talk to HIV/
AIDS patients, and corresponded with 
government officials to try to work around 
some of the problems that the non-profit 
sector faces in the field. Even though I 
worked eight hours a day, six days a week, 
I felt like I had so much more to contribute 
each day that I was there. I also had the 
chance to meet some incredibly inspiring 
people who travel very far and work 
incredibly hard for this cause each day 
for very little pay, which is only possible 
because they feel so strongly about it. 

VOICES FROM THE FIELD (continued)
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The Summer of Service 2012 crew in Jishou, China.

(continued from page 13)

Nina and Lobsang on their wedding day.

Caleb Roxe Thomaskutty

Ari and Asher

James Ryan Bulcroft

Lia Hue Ting Wong

(continued from page 2)



Getting Schooled

Jeff Siegel (Malaysia ’08, Hong Kong ’09) 
has begun his MA in “Minds, Brains and 
Education” at Harvard’s Graduate School 
of Education and has dubbed himself 
an “embodied-neuro-psycho-spiritual 
educator.” Now he just needs new business 
cards.

After spending the last two years in Cape 
Town, Hy Martin (Thailand ’08) is back 
in the US working on a joint-degree MBA-
MPA/ID at Harvard. He is looking forward 
to staying involved with PiA activities in 
Boston, but is “excited and overwhelmed 
and terrified” about his first real winter in 
a while.

Annie Gillman (Taiwan ’10, Hong Kong 
’11), Laura Sennett (Hong Kong ’08) 
and Gareth Collins (China ’10) have all 
just begun their first year at Johns Hopkins 
SAIS. Watch out, Baltimore!

Chloe Hall (SOS ’08 and ’09, Indonesia 
summer ’10 and full-year ’11), Lydia 
Tomkiw (Indonesia ’11) and Jeremy 
Schwartz (Philippines ’12) win the 
Serendipitous Asian Alley Encounter 
Award! As Chloe put it, “Jakarta can feel 
like such a small town sometimes.” Or 
maybe PiA is just everywhere. 

James Smrikarov (Kazakhstan ’08) 
recently returned from India, where he was 
leading a camp for Afghan students. On his 
way back to the US, he stopped through his 
old stomping grounds in Almaty and met 
up with the current PiA fellows in KZ. 

Read Vanderbilt (Thailand ’93) took 
his ten-year-old son to Thailand for the 
first time this summer, where they stayed 
with Read’s old friend (and current PiA 
partner) John Evans (Thailand ’92). Read 
also offered to take the entire PiA crew in 
Chiang Mai out to dinner while he was 
there! 

Trevor Hill (Japan ’92) recently sent us 
this photo of his son Kio, with the following 
message: “I asked Kio where that shirt is 
from and he said, ‘The place where you and 
Heling Zhao [Osawa summer intern ’12] 
went to school.’ We give partial credit for 
that answer. ‘Best damn place of all’ would 
have been full credit.” 

Congratulations to Amy Gedal Douglass 
(China ’04), who will be continuing her 
studies at GWU this fall. She is excited 
to use her PiA teaching skills as a TA, and 
has been satisfying her Asia cravings by 
working on a project in Nepal on the side.

Lisa Kelly (SOS ’08, Vietnam ’08, Thailand 
’09) is one year into an interdisciplinary 
PhD in ecology and political ecology at 
Berkeley. She spent six weeks this past 
summer doing fieldwork in Sulawesi, 
Indonesia, and plans to spend a lot more 
time in Asia over the next 5 years.

Look like Steve Thomas (Thailand ’10) 
will have to squelch his desire to return to 
Asia for another year. Still, if you have to 
be Stateside, a one-year MA in Humanities 
and Social Thought at NYU isn’t a bad way 
to pass the time.

Sam Grant (Mongolia ’08) is living 
in Melbourne, where he has begun 
an interdisciplinary MA program in 
engineering, with a focus in energy 
systems. 

Maxwell Robinson (Vietnam ’08) and 
Jonathan Haagen (China ’03) have both 
just started at UPenn’s MBA program. 
Ten bucks says it takes them all of three 
minutes to locate the best Vietnamese-
Chinese fusion restaurant in Philadelphia. 

The end is in sight for Rob Bernstein 
(Tokyo ’08), who is finishing up his last 
year of law school in DC, and Brent 
Scharschmidt (Thailand ’05) who is in his 
4th year of medical school at UCSF. Both 
are looking forward to having a life again, 
and maybe even getting to do a little bit of 
traveling soon.

When Dan Andrews (Vietnam ’10) 
finishes his EMBA program at the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa in Ho Chi 
Minh City, he will be officially certified as 
an “International Business Mongol.” No 
joke.

[ 4 ] [ 13 ]

VOICES FROM THE FIELD (continued)

This internship changed what I am looking 
for in a future career and I am so thankful 
to have had this opportunity. I loved every 
minute of it – even the really scary rickshaw 
rides every morning when the rickshaw 
driver took me the wrong way straight into 
incoming traffic! 

Allie Raghavan, Naz Foundation, 
Delhi, India

From second-year PiA fellows and young 
alumni both recently returned and still in 
Asia:
The diversity here is amazing. You’re 
walking along the street in Little India, then 
after like 5 blocks you’re in Chinatown, 
then you’re walking by a mosque, then 
across the street there’s a Hindu temple and 
across from that the other way are buildings 
that are very obviously from British 
colonial times. Then down the street from 
that are massive, elegant hotels that serve 
Earl Grey tea and are the only places to go 
for good internet (precisely what I’m doing 
right now). The diversity of the people is 
no different. Even if someone is ethnically 

Burmese they are always referred to by 
what state they are from, as in, “He is from 
the Rakhine State,” or “I am from the Shan 
State.” Same goes for the food!

Daniel Nickel, Sandhi Consultancy, 
Yangon, Myanmar

Huaraz is lovely, and The Mountain 
Institute folks in Peru are incredible. 
They have a ton of knowledge related to 
community watershed management, and 
it’s been great to start picking their brains 
about the process they use for community 
consultations. I can already see the 
applications for Nepal! And then there’s 
the Peruvian Glaciology Unit, where all 
the employees have an incredible wealth 
of experience with monitoring glaciers/
glacial lakes and constructing solutions 
to decrease the risk of an outburst flood. 
Again, the crossover for Nepal is SO 
exciting! One significant difference – 
everything is a day-hike away! We can go 
out to a glacier, do our work, and come 
back to our comfy beds before the sunset! 
In Nepal, the same work would take…two 
weeks? HA! The convenience aside, I have 

to say I do prefer the long treks through 
the Himalayas, camping out, and the early 
morning, freezing water, mountain woman 
river baths! Alas, I will have to wait for an 
extended trip here in the Cordillera Blanca 
or until I am back in Nepal to return to my 
grungy trekking habits.

Kate Voss, The Mountain Institute, 
Kathmandu, Nepal (currently on an 

extended visit at TMI’s office in Peru)

Just writing to let you all know that I am 
back in America. Thanks so much for the 
challenging year in Phnom Penh. The road 
was full of gigantic, car-sized potholes…
but I’ve made connections in Cambodia 
with lifelong friends and have learned a 
lot about my own priorities and desires. 
And now I’m back at the old Seattle home, 
with a clarified sense of purpose. I cannot 
wait to see you all when PiA rolls through 
this winter. Never hesitate to ask for my 
participation, assistance, money, beard 
clippings, anything – I’m truly happy to 
have been a fellow and I intend to make 
good as an alumnus.

Micah Stanovsky, Royal University of 
Phnom Penh, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

I’m still in Korea with another year left 
in my graduate school program at the 
Academy of Korean Studies. Studying 
Korean history and Korean language on 
scholarship is a heck of an awesome way 
to spend two years! And in no small part, I 
have my PiA experience in Taiwan to thank 
for this opportunity. You all really helped 
catapult my dreams of Asia into reality! 
And now East Asia is full of open doors 
for me. I really can’t thank you enough. If 
there’s anything I can do from Korea for 
PiA (or in the future from other locales), 
please don’t hesitate to let me know. Here’s 
to this and future generations of PiA.
Duncan DeAeth, Affiliated High School of 

Tunghai University, Taichung, Taiwan
Kate Voss on a field survey on Pastoruri Glacier in Peru, where she is visiting  
The Mountain Institute’s office from her post with TMI in Nepal. Life lesson:  

Never leave home without your crampons. (continued on page 14)

Lydia, Chloe and Jeremy run into each 
other on the streets of Jakarta.

Kio sporting his PiA t-shirt at his family’s 
home in Tokyo.

Laura, Gareth and Annie at a recent SAIS 
happy hour event.

ALUMNI NOTES (continued)
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Introducing Singapore Director Richard Van Horne

When I first set foot upon Japanese soil, I could not speak, read, or write Japanese. I had heard something about Japanese 
baths being different than our baths at home. I asked my buddy in the company dormitory, in English, if it was okay to bring 
my soap into the bath, or if I was supposed to keep my soap out of the bath. “Soap, yes, in the bath, no problem.” My first 
Japanese bath experience just proved that I needed a new method for finding out how things work in Japan.

The cashiers at my neighborhood supermarket all recognized me – I was the only foreigner for miles and miles. And they 
knew that I did not have a cat. One day, early on and clueless, I included among my items for purchase a can of cat food. I 
remember being quite puzzled as to why the cashier would confiscate one of my items at the checkout.

At my farewell banquet, I used my chopsticks to pick up and pop into my mouth an intricately carved piece of kyuri 
(Japanese cucumber). It turns out that that piece of kyuri was a kind of tiny serving tray for an exceedingly large dollop 
of wasabi. It had somehow gotten flipped over – so that the wasabi was hidden from view but still firmly connected to the 
kyuri. My colleagues were curious: “Why are Mr. Van Horne’s eyes flooding and why are his sinuses draining through his 
nose during this farewell banquet?”

As you can see, the methods that I used over thirty years ago to build bridges of understanding between East and West were 
the same tried and true methods that you all are still using today. Well, if it ain’t broke, why fix it?

It could be said that we Van Hornes have dipped 
in for more than our fair share of the PiA kool-
aid. My brother was in Japan (Summer 1972). 
I was double-trouble in Japan (Summer 1975 
and 1978-79). My wife Anne did PiA in Greece 
in the old days – when Greece was still in Asia 
(1979-80). Our daughter was in India (2009-
10). And our son just started his second year in 
China (2011-13). We’ve run out of kids around 
the house, so I have recently signed up myself 
as the Director of the PiA Singapore Office, and 
the Program Director for Singapore, Vietnam, 
Japan, and Korea. And Anne has graciously 
consented to come along.

Anne and I lived in Tokyo in the 1980s for many 
years, and we are thrilled at this opportunity to 
get back to Asia. Be sure to stop in and see us 
when you come through Singapore on your 
travels. The PiA kool-aid is in the fridge.

Richard Van Horne, PiA Japan ’75 and 
incoming Singapore Director 

earlier volumes, Even Monkeys Fall from 
Trees and Even a Stone Buddha Can 
Talk, this expanded edition features short 
explanatory paragraphs and links to even 
more proverbs. Readers can guess which of 
their own proverbs pair with what others – 
and vice versa. It is perfect for classroom 
use or just as a gift for anyone in need of 
wisdom – or a laugh.

David Galef (PiA Japan ’81) is an 
American scholar, novelist, critic, poet, 
translator and essayist. He is professor of 
English at Montclair State University and 
author of many books of fiction and poetry, 
including Turning Japanese (1998), Flaws 
(2007), and My Date with Neanderthal 
Woman (2011).

Three Tough Chinamen 
(Earnshaw Books, 2012)
By Scott D. Seligman (PiA 
Taiwan ’73)

The Moy brothers, late 19th century 
Chinese immigrants to America, crossed 
lines and broke barriers. Tough men whose 
lives were hemmed in by prejudice and 
restrictive laws, they were scrappy and 
ambitious, and they were in the U.S. to 
stay. In an era when Chinese were excluded 
from America’s shores and most already 
here kept their heads down, they stood 
up and spoke out against injustices. They 
fought for their countrymen and used all 
means available to get ahead, up to and 
including committing petty crimes and, in 
the case of one brother, heinous ones.

Three Tough Chinamen tells stories of 
outwitting laws that mandated that Chinese 
accept third-class status if they desired even 
a small share in the American dream. The 
Moy brothers did what they had to do to 
succeed and prosper, and their tales offer a 
window into the lives of America’s Chinese 
at the turn of the 20th century. They tell of 
navigating obstacles and of culture clash, 
and of how Western ethics and laws fared 

among Asian immigrants when they went 
head to head, as they inevitably had to, 
against ancient values like clan loyalty, and 
against personal interests and greed.

Scott D. Seligman (PiA Taiwan ’73) is a 
writer, a historian, a genealogist, a retired 
corporate executive and a career “China 
hand.” He has an undergraduate degree in 
history from Princeton University with a 
concentration in American civilization and 
a master’s degree from Harvard University. 
Fluent in Mandarin and conversant in 
Cantonese, he lived in Taiwan, Hong 
Kong and China for eight years. He is the 
author and co-author of several books on 
China, including The Cultural Revolution 
Cookbook (Earnshaw Books, 2011), which 
was featured at PiA’s Annual Dinner in 
2011. He has also published articles in 
numerous publications, including the Asian 
Wall Street Journal and the Washington 
Post, and has created several websites on 
historical and genealogical topics. He lives 
in Washington, DC.

PiA Reunions Around the World

Felicia Marcella Sonmez (China ’06) 
and Greer Pritchett Meisels (China ’07) 
recently held a mini-CFAU reunion in DC, 
where they went kayaking with some of 
their former students and then went out for 
Sichuan food. In Felicia’s words: the PiA 
love runs deep.

Not to be outdone, Lisa Qi (Singapore ’09), 
Matt Shofnos (Singapore ’10), David 
Cogswell (Singapore ’10) and Annie 
Gillman (Taiwan ’10, Hong Kong ’11) also 
reunited this summer at a Washington, D.C. 
coffee shop – no noodle cart, but we’re sure 
it was a blast anyway. 

Kurt Kuehne (Singapore ’08) recently 
wrote us: “I ate back-to-back Singaporean 

meals two weekends ago in Denver (of 
all places). Sarah Comeaux (Singapore 
’10), Jacob O’Quinn (Singapore ’09) and 
I got Singaporean food last weekend. I’m 
getting Singaporean food in 30 minutes. 
I’m getting Singaporean food with Andrew 
Usoro (Singapore ’10) next weekend. 
Things are good.” AGREE.

Dorothy McCuaig (Princeton ’96) and her 
son Alexander met up with Lucy Hornby 
(China ’95) and her son Oliver on a trip 
to Beijing last spring, where the four 
shared a Peking Duck dinner. Alexander 
subsequently decided that Peking Duck 
was his favorite Chinese food.

ALUMNI NOTES

Recent Books by PiA Authors (continued)

(continued on page 13)

Lisa, Matt, David and Annie at their 
coffee shop reunion in Washington, DC.

Alexander, Dorothy, Lucy and Oliver 
enjoying Peking Duck.

(continued from page 11)

Richard Van Horne hangs out at a hawker center in Singapore.
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Recent Books by PiA Authors

Chinese Characters: Profiles of Fast-
Changing Lives in a Fast-Changing 
Land (UC Press, 2012)
Co-edited by Angilee Shah (PiA 
Singapore ’07) and Jeffrey Wasserstrom  

An artist paints landscapes 
of faraway places that 
she cannot identify in 
order to find her place 
in the global economy. 
A migrant worker sorts 
recyclables and thinks 
deeply about the soul of 

his country, while a Taoist mystic struggles 
to keep his traditions alive. An entrepreneur 
capitalizes on a growing car culture by 
trying to convince people not to buy cars. 
And a 90-year-old woman remembers how 
the oldest neighborhoods of her city used 
to be. These are the exciting and saddening, 
humorous and confusing stories of utterly 
ordinary people who are living through 
China’s extraordinary transformations. The 
immense variety in the lives of these Chinese 
characters dispels any lingering sense that 
China has a monolithic population or is just 
a place where dissidents fight Communist 
Party loyalists and laborers create goods 
for millionaires.

Chinese Characters is a collection, as 
Pankaj Mishra writes in his foreword, “to 
herald a new golden age of journalism 
about a ceaselessly fascinating country.” 
Contributors include a Pulitzer Prize 
winning journalist, a Macarthur Fellow, 
the China correspondent to a major Indian 
newspaper, and scholars whose depth 
of understanding is matched only by 
the humanity with which they treat their 
subjects. Their stories together create 
a multi-faceted portrait of a country in 
motion and an introduction to some of the 
best writing on China today.

Angilee Shah (PiA Singapore ’07) is a 
freelance journalist and editor in Los 
Angeles. She has reported from across 
Asia, including China, Thailand, Indonesia, 

and Sri Lanka, and was a South Asian 
Journalists Association Reporting Fellow in 
2007-8. She is a former editor of the online 
magazine AsiaMedia and a consulting 
editor to the Journal of Asian Studies. Her 
writing has appeared in the Far Eastern 
Economic Review, Mother Jones Online, 
Pacific Standard, the LA Weekly, TimeOut 
Singapore, and Global Voices.

Escape from North Korea: The Untold 
Story of Asia’s Underground Railroad 
(Encounter Books, 2012)
By Melanie Kirkpatrick (PiA Japan ’74)

From the world’s most 
repressive state comes 
rare good news: the 
escape to freedom of 
a small number of its 
people. It is a crime to 
leave North Korea. Yet 
increasing numbers of 
North Koreans dare to 

flee. They go first to neighboring China, 
which rejects them as criminals, then on 
to Southeast Asia or Mongolia, and finally 
to South Korea, the United States, and 
other free countries. They travel along a 
secret route known as the new underground 
railroad.

With a journalist’s grasp of events and 
a novelist’s ear for narrative, Melanie 
Kirkpatrick tells the story of the North 
Koreans’ quest for liberty. Travelers on the 
new underground railroad include women 
bound to Chinese men who purchased them 
as brides, defectors carrying state secrets, 
and POWS from the Korean War held 
captive in the North for more than half a 
century. Their conductors are brokers who 
are in it for the money as well as Christians 
who are in it to serve God. The Christians 
see their mission as the liberation of North 
Korea one person at a time.

Just as escaped slaves from the American 
South educated Americans about the evils 
of slavery, the North Korean fugitives are 

informing the world about the secretive 
country they fled. Escape from North 
Korea describes how they also are sowing 
the seeds for change within North Korea 
itself. Once they reach sanctuary, the 
escapees channel news back to those they 
left behind. In doing so, they are helping to 
open their information-starved homeland, 
exposing their countrymen to liberal ideas, 
and laying the intellectual groundwork for 
the transformation of the totalitarian regime 
that keeps their fellow citizens in chains.

Melanie Kirkpatrick (PiA Japan ’74) is 
a writer and senior fellow at the Hudson 
Institute in Washington, D.C. She had a long 
career at The Wall Street Journal, where 
her jobs included running the op-ed page, 
editing the editorials, and serving as deputy 
editor of the editorial page. She grew up in 
Buffalo, attended Princeton University, and 
has lived in Toronto, Tokyo, Hong Kong, 
and Manhattan. She now resides in rural 
Connecticut with her husband, Jack David.

Japanese Proverbs: Wit and Wisdom 
(Tuttle Publishing, 2012)
By David Galef (PiA Japan ’81)

What’s the meaning of 
the Japanese proverb 
Deru kugi wa utareru 
(“The protruding nail 
will be hammered”) 
and what does it say 
about Japanese society? 
A Western equivalent 
exists, “Don’t make 

waves,” but without the same impact as the 
Japanese saying. Many of these proverbs 
have been around just as long, providing an 
invaluable record of history and customs.

Japanese Proverbs is a lively collection of 
200 Japanese proverbs, each illustrated and 
paired with a Western equivalent for cross-
cultural comparison. Based on two popular 

(continued on page 12)

To the World’s Best Alumni and Friends:

It is with tremendous admiration, great friendship, a life-long dedication to our mission and thanks to all of you beyond what any words 
can convey, that I complete my tenure as Princeton in Asia’s Executive Director. I can’t believe that I am really leaving PiA! Sometimes 
I think I’m crazy; often I wonder who I even am without PiA. And down deep I know that throwing everything up in the air and taking 
a good risk is exactly what PiA has taught me to do at my best.
 
Leading PiA has been the best professional and personal experience of my life and a breath-taking ride. Members of the PiA family 
have become my closest friends, my house feels empty without a PiA guest or two staying there, and screwing up young people is now 
my raison d’être. There is nothing more rewarding than playing a small role in providing others the transformative experiences, sketchy 
stories, and life-changing perspectives we’ve all gleaned from our time in Asia. I was a PiA fellow twenty-one years ago. Before Skype. 
Before listservs. Before Lady Gaga and Gangnam style. I went to Indonesia to teach for what I thought would be one year, and I ended 
up living in SE Asia for eight years working as a teacher, an investment banker, a photojournalist and a polyester executive. If you’re not 
impressed (most aren’t), try wearing polyester the next time you’re in the tropics. It’s pretty badass.

What I’m even more proud of than my polyester prowess, though, is how I’ve honed my ability to take credit for the work of others! 
During my nine years at PiA, I’ve had the pleasure of interviewing, selecting, training and supporting more than 1100 PiA fellows and 
interns. And they have, in turn, done incredible, inspiring work for the host organizations and communities in which they have lived 
and worked. And for my part, I have learned to ride a pretty mean coattail. It is hard to beat a job where your name rhymes with your 
organization and where you get credit for screwing up 170 people a year in 20 Asian countries. Let’s not forget, though, the challenging 
duties of being the PiA ED, namely visiting PiA fellows, gathering compliments on their behalf, out-drinking their bosses (gambei!) and 
collecting a paycheck at the end of the boondoggle.

Of course the perqs of the PiA job go well beyond trips to Asia and the excuse to wear Halloween colors all year long. In addition to 
use of the PiA Lamborghini, the mega-perq of the PiA directorship is living vicariously. Does it get any better than reading the euphoric 
snippets of discovery from the fellows in the field? Case in point: Jeremy Schwartz eating his first chicken intestines in Manila, Rachel 

Weber riding an ostrich (see picture 
in the “Voices from the Field” 
section of this issue), and Rachel 
Machefsky living the life in Nepal:

• Hiking to the namma budda 
monastery, passing rice patties and 
farm houses along the way
• Living on top of a bakery that 
always smells good and buying 
bread fresh and hot out of the oven 
and spreading fresh guacamole on 
said hot bread from her very own 
4-story avocado tree
• Having rooftop access with views 
of the whole city, the surrounding 
mountains, the neighbor’s laundry 
drying and kids flying kites

(continued on page 7)

MESSAGE FROM OUTGOING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ANASTASIA VRACHNOS: 
THANKS AND “SEE YOU AGAIN”

Anastasia and PiA fellows try scorpion in Hong Kong.
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Are there any of our 3500 PiA alums and friends or our 42 amazing Trustees who just read that and didn’t yearn to get on a plane right 
now?

And therein lies the rub: It’s extremely difficult to give up the world’s best job, but I’ve been too long away from living in Asia and am 
eager to step back into a community there. I’ve spent the last nearly nine years at PiA exhorting young people to be their best selves: 
to take leaps, to widen their perspectives beyond their classroom and their campuses, to step out of their comfort zones, to think more 
broadly about their careers. Now it’s time to practice what I preach and take the leap myself. 
 
I will be relocating to Singapore to take up a Deanship at Yale-NUS, a new liberal arts college there. It’s one of the most exciting and 
pioneering ventures in education and very PiA in spirit. So I am looking forward to new challenges and rewards, the taste of laksa and 
roti canai and the opportunity to practice my Asian hospitality. Losmen Anastasia will be opening its doors in SE Asia in January hoping 
to become PiA’s best B & B in the Pacific Rim.

I am extremely proud of what we have achieved together in the past nine years – nearly tripling the program’s size, doubling its 
endowment, launching programming in 12 new countries, diversifying the applicant pool to include applicants from more than 110 
universities, and expanding placements into the NGO realm, as well as journalism and social enterprise. Perhaps most importantly, 
we have built the strongest platform we’ve ever had in our 114-year history for a leadership transition. In addition to the world’s best 
Board and the most active alumni network on either side of the Pacific, we have extremely talented, well-trained, inspiring staff who are 
already stepping up in the transition. And, of course, we have our ace in the hole: the incredible PiA fellows who are our best grass-roots 
ambassadors. I am thrilled to be leaving the program in such good hands and am eager to follow and support the new ideas that will 
blossom with fresh talent in our leadership.

And, since chenyu’s should be de riguer in all PiA leadership transitions, I leave you with this little ditty:

江后浪推前浪

“In the Changjiang River, the waves behind drive the waves ahead.”

One of my greatest lessons of PiA has been this very realization that each generation drives and surpasses the previous one. Seeing how 
waves of fresh, young talent have driven our organization forward is inspiring – and the most compelling argument for PiA to keep 
taking risks on great young people. To know the current, amazing PiA staff and this year’s class of PiA fellows is to know that PiA’s 
incredible ripple will become even wider in the future. I am looking forward to watching PiA flourish (and continuing to take credit) and 
to helping PiA from Asia however I can – including moving from the PiA dole to the PiA donor list! (Still pitching to the end :-) You 
can’t blame me – it’s that annual giving time of year.)

We have in place a wonderful search committee, chaired by PiA Trustee Schuyler Heuer, who is launching the search for the new 
Executive Director and who will welcome your thoughts, inputs and applications.

In the meantime, I hope you will all extend the same incredible warm welcome and unfailing support to Mariesa Mason, our Interim 
Executive Director, which you have afforded me. I look forward to keeping in touch with all of you (atvrachnos@gmail.com) and 
thanking you in person. I am incredibly grateful for the trust, autonomy, support, encouragement and friendship I’ve enjoyed over the 
past nine years, and I look forward to seeing all of you in Asia.

With great fondness and gratitude,
Anastasia

MESSAGE FROM OUTGOING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (CONTINUED)

(continued from page 6)

Keeping the PiA Legacy Strong (continued)

In 2007, the Central Asia Initiative was launched to expand PiA’s nascent presence in this strategically important 
and culturally inter-related region of Asia. With generous support from the Poullada family, the initiative provides 
unrestricted funds used to maintain PiA programs in Mongolia and Kazakhstan and to investigate opportunities for 
expansion in a region little known to many Americans. The Central Asia Initiative achieves two important goals of 
the PiA strategic plan: a) to develop culturally immersive fellowships in new “frontier” countries with under-served 
needs, and b) to enhance PiA’s efforts to build bridges with the Muslim world, particularly in countries where critical 
languages such as Persian and Turkic languages are spoken. 

In Central Asia, PiA currently supports 2-3 fellows in Mongolia, 4 in Kazakhstan and 2-3 in the majority-Muslim 
Western Chinese province of Xinjiang. In 2012, PiA established its first fellowship position in the Central Asian 
Republic of Tajikistan with support from the Poullada family. Tajikistan presents a frontier environment with 
pressing development needs and immense potential for cross-cultural engagement for young Americans. PiA hopes 
to establish several more fellowship positions in Tajikistan for recent college graduates over the course of the next 
twelve months.

The Central Asia Initiative

The Elkes Fund has been established to support PiA’s programming in Japan, primarily in the form of travel grants 
for Japan fellows. With the generous support of the Elkes Foundation, the Fund provides unrestricted funds to be 
used to a) allow PiA fellows with financial need to seek direct support from PiA for transportation to and from their 
fellowship, b) enhance PiA fellows’ understanding of Japan by affording them the opportunity to travel extensively 
in-country, and c) enable them to take advantage of incredible cultural opportunities in Japan that otherwise might 
prove to be a financial burden.

PiA fellowships are intended for exploration and discovery of Asia (in addition to service there). PiA fellows who 
lack the financial resources to travel, study language, or to partake actively in cultural events are not able to maximize 
the potential of the experience. In its programming, PiA would like to minimize these disparities in financial need, 
salary, parental support and pre-existing savings as much as possible. With the support of the Elkes Fund, PiA will 
be able to increase financial assistance to deserving fellows and ensure that the transformative experience of serving, 
living in, working in and learning from another culture is available to every deserving PiA candidate interested in 
Japan, regardless of his/her means.

Daniel Elkes ’91 served as a PiA summer intern in 1989 at Matshushita Electric Company in Hirakata, Japan and 
gained invaluable perspective from his time there. In recognition of his PiA experience, the company that sponsored 
it, and the friends he made there, Mr. Elkes established the Fund to support PiA in Japan. By providing travel grants 
to and from Japan and for travel/cultural experiences within the country, he hopes to enable interested and qualified 
students to accept fellowships in Japan, regardless of need, and to enhance their experiences on the ground.

The Elkes Fund

(continued from page 9)
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PIA COMMUNITY RESPONSE

up a three-month job for me, only to 
hear, “Oh, I forgot you were coming;” Dr. 
Atmore visiting me a couple of years later 
in Isfahan, where by then I was teaching 
at university, but had fallen off the map as 
far as Princeton was concerned; visiting Dr. 
Atmore at Princeton in September of ’78 
and finding out he had just sent someone to 
Isfahan (and telling Dr. Atmore to get him 
on the next plane out!)…Memories almost 
sepia-toned by the time I met you. You are 
responsible for my now thinking of PiA as 
an active and growing organization, not 
just the proverbial “blast from the past.” 

Frederick Leist, Iran ’74  

Where would I be without PiA? I can’t 
even imagine. This organization means the 
world to me – it’s my second family. I’ve 
met some of my best friends and had some 
of the best times of my life with you guys.
Ben Shell, Thailand ’05 and Mongolia ’06  

I applied to PiA twice – and although it 
didn’t work out, I wanted to send you a 
thank-you note and wish you best of luck 
with your new position. I ended up sending 

late applications to Master’s programs 
in Europe and got into UCL in London. I 
moved here three weeks ago, and currently 
I am doing an MSc in Urban Planning 
and Development. I wanted to thank you 
because, even though PiA didn’t work out 
for me, it’s really rare (so far, at least) to 
have an experience in life that helps you 
figure out what you want, rather than what 
you don’t want. The idea of PiA, thinking 
through why I wanted to be a part of it, and 
the interview process(es) really helped me 
understand what I want out of my career, 
and frankly, my life. I am focusing on urban 
development in Southeast Asia, and hope 
that some day I can work and live there!
Canem Ozyildirim, two-time PiA applicant

Just a quick one to add to what I am sure 
is now a mountain-sized pile of emails 
congratulating you and wishing you well. 
Your support and encouragement have 
not only opened up incredible personal 
and professional opportunities for me, but 
also enabled the Lao Rugby Federation 
to accomplish things far beyond its scope 
just a couple of years ago.  Moreover, your 
guidance was instrumental in navigating a 
number of difficult situations on the ground 
here in Laos, which have allowed me to 
grow and mature in my work. So, from the 
bottom of my heart (and the hearts of the 
other 1099 fellows and interns whose lives 
you have enriched), thank you.

Maggie Dillon, Laos ’10  

There’s no way I can sum up just how 
much the PiA experience meant (and still 
means) to me. Whenever people ask me 
how I got into “my line of work,” I tell 
them that it all started with a conversation 
that changed my life. I had no intention of 
doing PiA, but the PiA staff was recruiting 
people in Dillion Gym when I was a senior 
at Princeton and I just came over for the 
free fortune cookies. I wasn’t expecting to 
meet you and have a conversation that led 
to the best decision of my life. A thousand 
thanks and an imaginary Chang beer raised 
in the air for your unyielding dedication to 
PiA…Choke Dee and a kiss for Kiki! We’ll 
miss you a ton. 

Erica McGibbon, Thailand ’08

This will no doubt be one of hundreds, if 
not thousands, of notes wishing you well, 
but know that before your outreach to PiA 
in San Francisco, Princeton in Asia was 
mostly just a series of fond memories for 
me: Dr. Atmore in his basement office in 
Jones Hall, lined with maps and evocative 
of far-off lands; wondering what Iran 
would be like before I went; my parents 
asking me what I wanted for a graduation 
present, “A one-way ticket to Tehran” (and, 
bless their departed souls, they gave it to 
me); arriving near penniless in Tehran and 
calling the director of the Iran-America 
Institute in Isfahan, where PiA had lined 

Keeping the PiA Legacy Strong

As we look ahead to PiA’s 115th anniversary next year, we also reflect back on the generations of PiA alumni who have built and culti-
vated this remarkable program for over a century. Our alumni are our greatest asset – from helping recruit applicants to volunteering at 
orientation, from mentoring fellows in the field to hosting alumni events both in the US and Asia, PiA alumni are the engine that keeps the 
program running. But since no program can run on parties and good karma alone, it is important to keep the big picture in mind as we 
plan for PiA’s financial future. There are several ways alumni and friends can contribute to PiA’s long-term financial health, including 
making legacy gifts and bequests, establishing endowed fellowships to honor the PiA experience or pave the way for PiA’s future growth, 
and remembering PiA in one’s will – to name a few. Here are three such initiatives recently launched at PiA, which will help ensure our 
program’s strength, health and vitality for many generations to come.

The Hank and Anne Van Oss Fellowship has been established at PiA in loving memory of Hendrik “Hank” Van Oss 
and Anne Elise Burnett Van Oss to enhance PiA’s mission of building bridges between East and West by engaging in 
grassroots diplomacy and service to one’s community at home and abroad. The Fellowship will create opportunities 
for young, dedicated college graduates to immerse themselves in “frontier posts” by living and working among Asian 
communities that may not otherwise see many foreigners. 

Inspired by Hank’s career in the Foreign Service and Anne’s intrepid, 
resourceful and adventurous spirit, the Hank and Anne Van Oss 
Fellowship seeks to honor the spirit of person-to-person diplomacy 
that Hank embodied and the courage and pioneering character that 
Anne embodied in their postings in the developing world, as well as the 
tremendous potential for enhanced mutual understanding between Asia 
and the United States. In keeping with Hank’s and Anne’s commitment 
to service and their characteristic grit, the Hank and Anne Van Oss 
Fellowship will be targeted to serve a) more remote or challenging 
locations with underserved needs, b) pioneering sites in post-conflict 
locations, new sites or sites that push the frontiers of PiA’s programming, 
and c) sites with ample opportunity for fellows to immerse themselves in 
culture and language. The goal is to provide a transformative experience 
for the fellow, to serve a deserving community in Asia and to help PiA 
expand its programming to the “spokes” and harder-to-reach locations in 
Asia, where the needs of vulnerable populations and the importance of 
increased mutual understanding are often most acute.

The Hank and Anne Van Oss Fellowship launched in summer 2012 to support one of PiA’s inaugural posts in Myanmar, 
a partnership with the Local Resource Center, a community-based organization in Yangon. With the generous support 
of Elise Van Oss, the Hank and Anne Van Oss Fellowship will endow this and future “frontier posts” in order to 
provide long-term support to PiA for programming that will create links with rural communities in Asia and serve 
as a tribute to Hank’s and Anne’s unwavering character, integrity, and willingness to take on the most challenging 
assignments.

The Hank and Anne Van Oss Fellowship

(continued on page 10)

As Anastasia bid farewell to PiA, the response from the PiA community was overwhelming. Scores of you wrote in with stories of 
how PiA has helped you grow, taught you about the world, and transformed your path through life. Here are some of the highlights. 

Erica McGibbon with her students in 
Chiang Mai, Thailand.

Ben Shell repping PiA in Argentina on his 
global travels.

Kasey Koopmans (Nepal ‘11, Myanmar ‘12) 
visiting the temples in Bagan, Myanmar. 

Kasey’s post with the Local Resource Center 
in Yangon is the first to be supported by the 

Hank and Anne Van Oss Fellowship.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PIA COMMUNITY RESPONSE
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late applications to Master’s programs 
in Europe and got into UCL in London. I 
moved here three weeks ago, and currently 
I am doing an MSc in Urban Planning 
and Development. I wanted to thank you 
because, even though PiA didn’t work out 
for me, it’s really rare (so far, at least) to 
have an experience in life that helps you 
figure out what you want, rather than what 
you don’t want. The idea of PiA, thinking 
through why I wanted to be a part of it, and 
the interview process(es) really helped me 
understand what I want out of my career, 
and frankly, my life. I am focusing on urban 
development in Southeast Asia, and hope 
that some day I can work and live there!
Canem Ozyildirim, two-time PiA applicant

Just a quick one to add to what I am sure 
is now a mountain-sized pile of emails 
congratulating you and wishing you well. 
Your support and encouragement have 
not only opened up incredible personal 
and professional opportunities for me, but 
also enabled the Lao Rugby Federation 
to accomplish things far beyond its scope 
just a couple of years ago.  Moreover, your 
guidance was instrumental in navigating a 
number of difficult situations on the ground 
here in Laos, which have allowed me to 
grow and mature in my work. So, from the 
bottom of my heart (and the hearts of the 
other 1099 fellows and interns whose lives 
you have enriched), thank you.

Maggie Dillon, Laos ’10  

There’s no way I can sum up just how 
much the PiA experience meant (and still 
means) to me. Whenever people ask me 
how I got into “my line of work,” I tell 
them that it all started with a conversation 
that changed my life. I had no intention of 
doing PiA, but the PiA staff was recruiting 
people in Dillion Gym when I was a senior 
at Princeton and I just came over for the 
free fortune cookies. I wasn’t expecting to 
meet you and have a conversation that led 
to the best decision of my life. A thousand 
thanks and an imaginary Chang beer raised 
in the air for your unyielding dedication to 
PiA…Choke Dee and a kiss for Kiki! We’ll 
miss you a ton. 

Erica McGibbon, Thailand ’08

This will no doubt be one of hundreds, if 
not thousands, of notes wishing you well, 
but know that before your outreach to PiA 
in San Francisco, Princeton in Asia was 
mostly just a series of fond memories for 
me: Dr. Atmore in his basement office in 
Jones Hall, lined with maps and evocative 
of far-off lands; wondering what Iran 
would be like before I went; my parents 
asking me what I wanted for a graduation 
present, “A one-way ticket to Tehran” (and, 
bless their departed souls, they gave it to 
me); arriving near penniless in Tehran and 
calling the director of the Iran-America 
Institute in Isfahan, where PiA had lined 

Keeping the PiA Legacy Strong

As we look ahead to PiA’s 115th anniversary next year, we also reflect back on the generations of PiA alumni who have built and culti-
vated this remarkable program for over a century. Our alumni are our greatest asset – from helping recruit applicants to volunteering at 
orientation, from mentoring fellows in the field to hosting alumni events both in the US and Asia, PiA alumni are the engine that keeps the 
program running. But since no program can run on parties and good karma alone, it is important to keep the big picture in mind as we 
plan for PiA’s financial future. There are several ways alumni and friends can contribute to PiA’s long-term financial health, including 
making legacy gifts and bequests, establishing endowed fellowships to honor the PiA experience or pave the way for PiA’s future growth, 
and remembering PiA in one’s will – to name a few. Here are three such initiatives recently launched at PiA, which will help ensure our 
program’s strength, health and vitality for many generations to come.

The Hank and Anne Van Oss Fellowship has been established at PiA in loving memory of Hendrik “Hank” Van Oss 
and Anne Elise Burnett Van Oss to enhance PiA’s mission of building bridges between East and West by engaging in 
grassroots diplomacy and service to one’s community at home and abroad. The Fellowship will create opportunities 
for young, dedicated college graduates to immerse themselves in “frontier posts” by living and working among Asian 
communities that may not otherwise see many foreigners. 

Inspired by Hank’s career in the Foreign Service and Anne’s intrepid, 
resourceful and adventurous spirit, the Hank and Anne Van Oss 
Fellowship seeks to honor the spirit of person-to-person diplomacy 
that Hank embodied and the courage and pioneering character that 
Anne embodied in their postings in the developing world, as well as the 
tremendous potential for enhanced mutual understanding between Asia 
and the United States. In keeping with Hank’s and Anne’s commitment 
to service and their characteristic grit, the Hank and Anne Van Oss 
Fellowship will be targeted to serve a) more remote or challenging 
locations with underserved needs, b) pioneering sites in post-conflict 
locations, new sites or sites that push the frontiers of PiA’s programming, 
and c) sites with ample opportunity for fellows to immerse themselves in 
culture and language. The goal is to provide a transformative experience 
for the fellow, to serve a deserving community in Asia and to help PiA 
expand its programming to the “spokes” and harder-to-reach locations in 
Asia, where the needs of vulnerable populations and the importance of 
increased mutual understanding are often most acute.

The Hank and Anne Van Oss Fellowship launched in summer 2012 to support one of PiA’s inaugural posts in Myanmar, 
a partnership with the Local Resource Center, a community-based organization in Yangon. With the generous support 
of Elise Van Oss, the Hank and Anne Van Oss Fellowship will endow this and future “frontier posts” in order to 
provide long-term support to PiA for programming that will create links with rural communities in Asia and serve 
as a tribute to Hank’s and Anne’s unwavering character, integrity, and willingness to take on the most challenging 
assignments.

The Hank and Anne Van Oss Fellowship

(continued on page 10)

As Anastasia bid farewell to PiA, the response from the PiA community was overwhelming. Scores of you wrote in with stories of 
how PiA has helped you grow, taught you about the world, and transformed your path through life. Here are some of the highlights. 

Erica McGibbon with her students in 
Chiang Mai, Thailand.

Ben Shell repping PiA in Argentina on his 
global travels.

Kasey Koopmans (Nepal ‘11, Myanmar ‘12) 
visiting the temples in Bagan, Myanmar. 

Kasey’s post with the Local Resource Center 
in Yangon is the first to be supported by the 

Hank and Anne Van Oss Fellowship.
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Are there any of our 3500 PiA alums and friends or our 42 amazing Trustees who just read that and didn’t yearn to get on a plane right 
now?

And therein lies the rub: It’s extremely difficult to give up the world’s best job, but I’ve been too long away from living in Asia and am 
eager to step back into a community there. I’ve spent the last nearly nine years at PiA exhorting young people to be their best selves: 
to take leaps, to widen their perspectives beyond their classroom and their campuses, to step out of their comfort zones, to think more 
broadly about their careers. Now it’s time to practice what I preach and take the leap myself. 
 
I will be relocating to Singapore to take up a Deanship at Yale-NUS, a new liberal arts college there. It’s one of the most exciting and 
pioneering ventures in education and very PiA in spirit. So I am looking forward to new challenges and rewards, the taste of laksa and 
roti canai and the opportunity to practice my Asian hospitality. Losmen Anastasia will be opening its doors in SE Asia in January hoping 
to become PiA’s best B & B in the Pacific Rim.

I am extremely proud of what we have achieved together in the past nine years – nearly tripling the program’s size, doubling its 
endowment, launching programming in 12 new countries, diversifying the applicant pool to include applicants from more than 110 
universities, and expanding placements into the NGO realm, as well as journalism and social enterprise. Perhaps most importantly, 
we have built the strongest platform we’ve ever had in our 114-year history for a leadership transition. In addition to the world’s best 
Board and the most active alumni network on either side of the Pacific, we have extremely talented, well-trained, inspiring staff who are 
already stepping up in the transition. And, of course, we have our ace in the hole: the incredible PiA fellows who are our best grass-roots 
ambassadors. I am thrilled to be leaving the program in such good hands and am eager to follow and support the new ideas that will 
blossom with fresh talent in our leadership.

And, since chenyu’s should be de riguer in all PiA leadership transitions, I leave you with this little ditty:

江后浪推前浪

“In the Changjiang River, the waves behind drive the waves ahead.”

One of my greatest lessons of PiA has been this very realization that each generation drives and surpasses the previous one. Seeing how 
waves of fresh, young talent have driven our organization forward is inspiring – and the most compelling argument for PiA to keep 
taking risks on great young people. To know the current, amazing PiA staff and this year’s class of PiA fellows is to know that PiA’s 
incredible ripple will become even wider in the future. I am looking forward to watching PiA flourish (and continuing to take credit) and 
to helping PiA from Asia however I can – including moving from the PiA dole to the PiA donor list! (Still pitching to the end :-) You 
can’t blame me – it’s that annual giving time of year.)

We have in place a wonderful search committee, chaired by PiA Trustee Schuyler Heuer, who is launching the search for the new 
Executive Director and who will welcome your thoughts, inputs and applications.

In the meantime, I hope you will all extend the same incredible warm welcome and unfailing support to Mariesa Mason, our Interim 
Executive Director, which you have afforded me. I look forward to keeping in touch with all of you (atvrachnos@gmail.com) and 
thanking you in person. I am incredibly grateful for the trust, autonomy, support, encouragement and friendship I’ve enjoyed over the 
past nine years, and I look forward to seeing all of you in Asia.

With great fondness and gratitude,
Anastasia

MESSAGE FROM OUTGOING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (CONTINUED)

(continued from page 6)

Keeping the PiA Legacy Strong (continued)

In 2007, the Central Asia Initiative was launched to expand PiA’s nascent presence in this strategically important 
and culturally inter-related region of Asia. With generous support from the Poullada family, the initiative provides 
unrestricted funds used to maintain PiA programs in Mongolia and Kazakhstan and to investigate opportunities for 
expansion in a region little known to many Americans. The Central Asia Initiative achieves two important goals of 
the PiA strategic plan: a) to develop culturally immersive fellowships in new “frontier” countries with under-served 
needs, and b) to enhance PiA’s efforts to build bridges with the Muslim world, particularly in countries where critical 
languages such as Persian and Turkic languages are spoken. 

In Central Asia, PiA currently supports 2-3 fellows in Mongolia, 4 in Kazakhstan and 2-3 in the majority-Muslim 
Western Chinese province of Xinjiang. In 2012, PiA established its first fellowship position in the Central Asian 
Republic of Tajikistan with support from the Poullada family. Tajikistan presents a frontier environment with 
pressing development needs and immense potential for cross-cultural engagement for young Americans. PiA hopes 
to establish several more fellowship positions in Tajikistan for recent college graduates over the course of the next 
twelve months.

The Central Asia Initiative

The Elkes Fund has been established to support PiA’s programming in Japan, primarily in the form of travel grants 
for Japan fellows. With the generous support of the Elkes Foundation, the Fund provides unrestricted funds to be 
used to a) allow PiA fellows with financial need to seek direct support from PiA for transportation to and from their 
fellowship, b) enhance PiA fellows’ understanding of Japan by affording them the opportunity to travel extensively 
in-country, and c) enable them to take advantage of incredible cultural opportunities in Japan that otherwise might 
prove to be a financial burden.

PiA fellowships are intended for exploration and discovery of Asia (in addition to service there). PiA fellows who 
lack the financial resources to travel, study language, or to partake actively in cultural events are not able to maximize 
the potential of the experience. In its programming, PiA would like to minimize these disparities in financial need, 
salary, parental support and pre-existing savings as much as possible. With the support of the Elkes Fund, PiA will 
be able to increase financial assistance to deserving fellows and ensure that the transformative experience of serving, 
living in, working in and learning from another culture is available to every deserving PiA candidate interested in 
Japan, regardless of his/her means.

Daniel Elkes ’91 served as a PiA summer intern in 1989 at Matshushita Electric Company in Hirakata, Japan and 
gained invaluable perspective from his time there. In recognition of his PiA experience, the company that sponsored 
it, and the friends he made there, Mr. Elkes established the Fund to support PiA in Japan. By providing travel grants 
to and from Japan and for travel/cultural experiences within the country, he hopes to enable interested and qualified 
students to accept fellowships in Japan, regardless of need, and to enhance their experiences on the ground.

The Elkes Fund

(continued from page 9)
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Recent Books by PiA Authors

Chinese Characters: Profiles of Fast-
Changing Lives in a Fast-Changing 
Land (UC Press, 2012)
Co-edited by Angilee Shah (PiA 
Singapore ’07) and Jeffrey Wasserstrom  

An artist paints landscapes 
of faraway places that 
she cannot identify in 
order to find her place 
in the global economy. 
A migrant worker sorts 
recyclables and thinks 
deeply about the soul of 

his country, while a Taoist mystic struggles 
to keep his traditions alive. An entrepreneur 
capitalizes on a growing car culture by 
trying to convince people not to buy cars. 
And a 90-year-old woman remembers how 
the oldest neighborhoods of her city used 
to be. These are the exciting and saddening, 
humorous and confusing stories of utterly 
ordinary people who are living through 
China’s extraordinary transformations. The 
immense variety in the lives of these Chinese 
characters dispels any lingering sense that 
China has a monolithic population or is just 
a place where dissidents fight Communist 
Party loyalists and laborers create goods 
for millionaires.

Chinese Characters is a collection, as 
Pankaj Mishra writes in his foreword, “to 
herald a new golden age of journalism 
about a ceaselessly fascinating country.” 
Contributors include a Pulitzer Prize 
winning journalist, a Macarthur Fellow, 
the China correspondent to a major Indian 
newspaper, and scholars whose depth 
of understanding is matched only by 
the humanity with which they treat their 
subjects. Their stories together create 
a multi-faceted portrait of a country in 
motion and an introduction to some of the 
best writing on China today.

Angilee Shah (PiA Singapore ’07) is a 
freelance journalist and editor in Los 
Angeles. She has reported from across 
Asia, including China, Thailand, Indonesia, 

and Sri Lanka, and was a South Asian 
Journalists Association Reporting Fellow in 
2007-8. She is a former editor of the online 
magazine AsiaMedia and a consulting 
editor to the Journal of Asian Studies. Her 
writing has appeared in the Far Eastern 
Economic Review, Mother Jones Online, 
Pacific Standard, the LA Weekly, TimeOut 
Singapore, and Global Voices.

Escape from North Korea: The Untold 
Story of Asia’s Underground Railroad 
(Encounter Books, 2012)
By Melanie Kirkpatrick (PiA Japan ’74)

From the world’s most 
repressive state comes 
rare good news: the 
escape to freedom of 
a small number of its 
people. It is a crime to 
leave North Korea. Yet 
increasing numbers of 
North Koreans dare to 

flee. They go first to neighboring China, 
which rejects them as criminals, then on 
to Southeast Asia or Mongolia, and finally 
to South Korea, the United States, and 
other free countries. They travel along a 
secret route known as the new underground 
railroad.

With a journalist’s grasp of events and 
a novelist’s ear for narrative, Melanie 
Kirkpatrick tells the story of the North 
Koreans’ quest for liberty. Travelers on the 
new underground railroad include women 
bound to Chinese men who purchased them 
as brides, defectors carrying state secrets, 
and POWS from the Korean War held 
captive in the North for more than half a 
century. Their conductors are brokers who 
are in it for the money as well as Christians 
who are in it to serve God. The Christians 
see their mission as the liberation of North 
Korea one person at a time.

Just as escaped slaves from the American 
South educated Americans about the evils 
of slavery, the North Korean fugitives are 

informing the world about the secretive 
country they fled. Escape from North 
Korea describes how they also are sowing 
the seeds for change within North Korea 
itself. Once they reach sanctuary, the 
escapees channel news back to those they 
left behind. In doing so, they are helping to 
open their information-starved homeland, 
exposing their countrymen to liberal ideas, 
and laying the intellectual groundwork for 
the transformation of the totalitarian regime 
that keeps their fellow citizens in chains.

Melanie Kirkpatrick (PiA Japan ’74) is 
a writer and senior fellow at the Hudson 
Institute in Washington, D.C. She had a long 
career at The Wall Street Journal, where 
her jobs included running the op-ed page, 
editing the editorials, and serving as deputy 
editor of the editorial page. She grew up in 
Buffalo, attended Princeton University, and 
has lived in Toronto, Tokyo, Hong Kong, 
and Manhattan. She now resides in rural 
Connecticut with her husband, Jack David.

Japanese Proverbs: Wit and Wisdom 
(Tuttle Publishing, 2012)
By David Galef (PiA Japan ’81)

What’s the meaning of 
the Japanese proverb 
Deru kugi wa utareru 
(“The protruding nail 
will be hammered”) 
and what does it say 
about Japanese society? 
A Western equivalent 
exists, “Don’t make 

waves,” but without the same impact as the 
Japanese saying. Many of these proverbs 
have been around just as long, providing an 
invaluable record of history and customs.

Japanese Proverbs is a lively collection of 
200 Japanese proverbs, each illustrated and 
paired with a Western equivalent for cross-
cultural comparison. Based on two popular 

(continued on page 12)

To the World’s Best Alumni and Friends:

It is with tremendous admiration, great friendship, a life-long dedication to our mission and thanks to all of you beyond what any words 
can convey, that I complete my tenure as Princeton in Asia’s Executive Director. I can’t believe that I am really leaving PiA! Sometimes 
I think I’m crazy; often I wonder who I even am without PiA. And down deep I know that throwing everything up in the air and taking 
a good risk is exactly what PiA has taught me to do at my best.
 
Leading PiA has been the best professional and personal experience of my life and a breath-taking ride. Members of the PiA family 
have become my closest friends, my house feels empty without a PiA guest or two staying there, and screwing up young people is now 
my raison d’être. There is nothing more rewarding than playing a small role in providing others the transformative experiences, sketchy 
stories, and life-changing perspectives we’ve all gleaned from our time in Asia. I was a PiA fellow twenty-one years ago. Before Skype. 
Before listservs. Before Lady Gaga and Gangnam style. I went to Indonesia to teach for what I thought would be one year, and I ended 
up living in SE Asia for eight years working as a teacher, an investment banker, a photojournalist and a polyester executive. If you’re not 
impressed (most aren’t), try wearing polyester the next time you’re in the tropics. It’s pretty badass.

What I’m even more proud of than my polyester prowess, though, is how I’ve honed my ability to take credit for the work of others! 
During my nine years at PiA, I’ve had the pleasure of interviewing, selecting, training and supporting more than 1100 PiA fellows and 
interns. And they have, in turn, done incredible, inspiring work for the host organizations and communities in which they have lived 
and worked. And for my part, I have learned to ride a pretty mean coattail. It is hard to beat a job where your name rhymes with your 
organization and where you get credit for screwing up 170 people a year in 20 Asian countries. Let’s not forget, though, the challenging 
duties of being the PiA ED, namely visiting PiA fellows, gathering compliments on their behalf, out-drinking their bosses (gambei!) and 
collecting a paycheck at the end of the boondoggle.

Of course the perqs of the PiA job go well beyond trips to Asia and the excuse to wear Halloween colors all year long. In addition to 
use of the PiA Lamborghini, the mega-perq of the PiA directorship is living vicariously. Does it get any better than reading the euphoric 
snippets of discovery from the fellows in the field? Case in point: Jeremy Schwartz eating his first chicken intestines in Manila, Rachel 

Weber riding an ostrich (see picture 
in the “Voices from the Field” 
section of this issue), and Rachel 
Machefsky living the life in Nepal:

• Hiking to the namma budda 
monastery, passing rice patties and 
farm houses along the way
• Living on top of a bakery that 
always smells good and buying 
bread fresh and hot out of the oven 
and spreading fresh guacamole on 
said hot bread from her very own 
4-story avocado tree
• Having rooftop access with views 
of the whole city, the surrounding 
mountains, the neighbor’s laundry 
drying and kids flying kites

(continued on page 7)

MESSAGE FROM OUTGOING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ANASTASIA VRACHNOS: 
THANKS AND “SEE YOU AGAIN”

Anastasia and PiA fellows try scorpion in Hong Kong.
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Introducing Singapore Director Richard Van Horne

When I first set foot upon Japanese soil, I could not speak, read, or write Japanese. I had heard something about Japanese 
baths being different than our baths at home. I asked my buddy in the company dormitory, in English, if it was okay to bring 
my soap into the bath, or if I was supposed to keep my soap out of the bath. “Soap, yes, in the bath, no problem.” My first 
Japanese bath experience just proved that I needed a new method for finding out how things work in Japan.

The cashiers at my neighborhood supermarket all recognized me – I was the only foreigner for miles and miles. And they 
knew that I did not have a cat. One day, early on and clueless, I included among my items for purchase a can of cat food. I 
remember being quite puzzled as to why the cashier would confiscate one of my items at the checkout.

At my farewell banquet, I used my chopsticks to pick up and pop into my mouth an intricately carved piece of kyuri 
(Japanese cucumber). It turns out that that piece of kyuri was a kind of tiny serving tray for an exceedingly large dollop 
of wasabi. It had somehow gotten flipped over – so that the wasabi was hidden from view but still firmly connected to the 
kyuri. My colleagues were curious: “Why are Mr. Van Horne’s eyes flooding and why are his sinuses draining through his 
nose during this farewell banquet?”

As you can see, the methods that I used over thirty years ago to build bridges of understanding between East and West were 
the same tried and true methods that you all are still using today. Well, if it ain’t broke, why fix it?

It could be said that we Van Hornes have dipped 
in for more than our fair share of the PiA kool-
aid. My brother was in Japan (Summer 1972). 
I was double-trouble in Japan (Summer 1975 
and 1978-79). My wife Anne did PiA in Greece 
in the old days – when Greece was still in Asia 
(1979-80). Our daughter was in India (2009-
10). And our son just started his second year in 
China (2011-13). We’ve run out of kids around 
the house, so I have recently signed up myself 
as the Director of the PiA Singapore Office, and 
the Program Director for Singapore, Vietnam, 
Japan, and Korea. And Anne has graciously 
consented to come along.

Anne and I lived in Tokyo in the 1980s for many 
years, and we are thrilled at this opportunity to 
get back to Asia. Be sure to stop in and see us 
when you come through Singapore on your 
travels. The PiA kool-aid is in the fridge.

Richard Van Horne, PiA Japan ’75 and 
incoming Singapore Director 

earlier volumes, Even Monkeys Fall from 
Trees and Even a Stone Buddha Can 
Talk, this expanded edition features short 
explanatory paragraphs and links to even 
more proverbs. Readers can guess which of 
their own proverbs pair with what others – 
and vice versa. It is perfect for classroom 
use or just as a gift for anyone in need of 
wisdom – or a laugh.

David Galef (PiA Japan ’81) is an 
American scholar, novelist, critic, poet, 
translator and essayist. He is professor of 
English at Montclair State University and 
author of many books of fiction and poetry, 
including Turning Japanese (1998), Flaws 
(2007), and My Date with Neanderthal 
Woman (2011).

Three Tough Chinamen 
(Earnshaw Books, 2012)
By Scott D. Seligman (PiA 
Taiwan ’73)

The Moy brothers, late 19th century 
Chinese immigrants to America, crossed 
lines and broke barriers. Tough men whose 
lives were hemmed in by prejudice and 
restrictive laws, they were scrappy and 
ambitious, and they were in the U.S. to 
stay. In an era when Chinese were excluded 
from America’s shores and most already 
here kept their heads down, they stood 
up and spoke out against injustices. They 
fought for their countrymen and used all 
means available to get ahead, up to and 
including committing petty crimes and, in 
the case of one brother, heinous ones.

Three Tough Chinamen tells stories of 
outwitting laws that mandated that Chinese 
accept third-class status if they desired even 
a small share in the American dream. The 
Moy brothers did what they had to do to 
succeed and prosper, and their tales offer a 
window into the lives of America’s Chinese 
at the turn of the 20th century. They tell of 
navigating obstacles and of culture clash, 
and of how Western ethics and laws fared 

among Asian immigrants when they went 
head to head, as they inevitably had to, 
against ancient values like clan loyalty, and 
against personal interests and greed.

Scott D. Seligman (PiA Taiwan ’73) is a 
writer, a historian, a genealogist, a retired 
corporate executive and a career “China 
hand.” He has an undergraduate degree in 
history from Princeton University with a 
concentration in American civilization and 
a master’s degree from Harvard University. 
Fluent in Mandarin and conversant in 
Cantonese, he lived in Taiwan, Hong 
Kong and China for eight years. He is the 
author and co-author of several books on 
China, including The Cultural Revolution 
Cookbook (Earnshaw Books, 2011), which 
was featured at PiA’s Annual Dinner in 
2011. He has also published articles in 
numerous publications, including the Asian 
Wall Street Journal and the Washington 
Post, and has created several websites on 
historical and genealogical topics. He lives 
in Washington, DC.

PiA Reunions Around the World

Felicia Marcella Sonmez (China ’06) 
and Greer Pritchett Meisels (China ’07) 
recently held a mini-CFAU reunion in DC, 
where they went kayaking with some of 
their former students and then went out for 
Sichuan food. In Felicia’s words: the PiA 
love runs deep.

Not to be outdone, Lisa Qi (Singapore ’09), 
Matt Shofnos (Singapore ’10), David 
Cogswell (Singapore ’10) and Annie 
Gillman (Taiwan ’10, Hong Kong ’11) also 
reunited this summer at a Washington, D.C. 
coffee shop – no noodle cart, but we’re sure 
it was a blast anyway. 

Kurt Kuehne (Singapore ’08) recently 
wrote us: “I ate back-to-back Singaporean 

meals two weekends ago in Denver (of 
all places). Sarah Comeaux (Singapore 
’10), Jacob O’Quinn (Singapore ’09) and 
I got Singaporean food last weekend. I’m 
getting Singaporean food in 30 minutes. 
I’m getting Singaporean food with Andrew 
Usoro (Singapore ’10) next weekend. 
Things are good.” AGREE.

Dorothy McCuaig (Princeton ’96) and her 
son Alexander met up with Lucy Hornby 
(China ’95) and her son Oliver on a trip 
to Beijing last spring, where the four 
shared a Peking Duck dinner. Alexander 
subsequently decided that Peking Duck 
was his favorite Chinese food.

ALUMNI NOTES

Recent Books by PiA Authors (continued)

(continued on page 13)

Lisa, Matt, David and Annie at their 
coffee shop reunion in Washington, DC.

Alexander, Dorothy, Lucy and Oliver 
enjoying Peking Duck.

(continued from page 11)

Richard Van Horne hangs out at a hawker center in Singapore.



Getting Schooled

Jeff Siegel (Malaysia ’08, Hong Kong ’09) 
has begun his MA in “Minds, Brains and 
Education” at Harvard’s Graduate School 
of Education and has dubbed himself 
an “embodied-neuro-psycho-spiritual 
educator.” Now he just needs new business 
cards.

After spending the last two years in Cape 
Town, Hy Martin (Thailand ’08) is back 
in the US working on a joint-degree MBA-
MPA/ID at Harvard. He is looking forward 
to staying involved with PiA activities in 
Boston, but is “excited and overwhelmed 
and terrified” about his first real winter in 
a while.

Annie Gillman (Taiwan ’10, Hong Kong 
’11), Laura Sennett (Hong Kong ’08) 
and Gareth Collins (China ’10) have all 
just begun their first year at Johns Hopkins 
SAIS. Watch out, Baltimore!

Chloe Hall (SOS ’08 and ’09, Indonesia 
summer ’10 and full-year ’11), Lydia 
Tomkiw (Indonesia ’11) and Jeremy 
Schwartz (Philippines ’12) win the 
Serendipitous Asian Alley Encounter 
Award! As Chloe put it, “Jakarta can feel 
like such a small town sometimes.” Or 
maybe PiA is just everywhere. 

James Smrikarov (Kazakhstan ’08) 
recently returned from India, where he was 
leading a camp for Afghan students. On his 
way back to the US, he stopped through his 
old stomping grounds in Almaty and met 
up with the current PiA fellows in KZ. 

Read Vanderbilt (Thailand ’93) took 
his ten-year-old son to Thailand for the 
first time this summer, where they stayed 
with Read’s old friend (and current PiA 
partner) John Evans (Thailand ’92). Read 
also offered to take the entire PiA crew in 
Chiang Mai out to dinner while he was 
there! 

Trevor Hill (Japan ’92) recently sent us 
this photo of his son Kio, with the following 
message: “I asked Kio where that shirt is 
from and he said, ‘The place where you and 
Heling Zhao [Osawa summer intern ’12] 
went to school.’ We give partial credit for 
that answer. ‘Best damn place of all’ would 
have been full credit.” 

Congratulations to Amy Gedal Douglass 
(China ’04), who will be continuing her 
studies at GWU this fall. She is excited 
to use her PiA teaching skills as a TA, and 
has been satisfying her Asia cravings by 
working on a project in Nepal on the side.

Lisa Kelly (SOS ’08, Vietnam ’08, Thailand 
’09) is one year into an interdisciplinary 
PhD in ecology and political ecology at 
Berkeley. She spent six weeks this past 
summer doing fieldwork in Sulawesi, 
Indonesia, and plans to spend a lot more 
time in Asia over the next 5 years.

Look like Steve Thomas (Thailand ’10) 
will have to squelch his desire to return to 
Asia for another year. Still, if you have to 
be Stateside, a one-year MA in Humanities 
and Social Thought at NYU isn’t a bad way 
to pass the time.

Sam Grant (Mongolia ’08) is living 
in Melbourne, where he has begun 
an interdisciplinary MA program in 
engineering, with a focus in energy 
systems. 

Maxwell Robinson (Vietnam ’08) and 
Jonathan Haagen (China ’03) have both 
just started at UPenn’s MBA program. 
Ten bucks says it takes them all of three 
minutes to locate the best Vietnamese-
Chinese fusion restaurant in Philadelphia. 

The end is in sight for Rob Bernstein 
(Tokyo ’08), who is finishing up his last 
year of law school in DC, and Brent 
Scharschmidt (Thailand ’05) who is in his 
4th year of medical school at UCSF. Both 
are looking forward to having a life again, 
and maybe even getting to do a little bit of 
traveling soon.

When Dan Andrews (Vietnam ’10) 
finishes his EMBA program at the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa in Ho Chi 
Minh City, he will be officially certified as 
an “International Business Mongol.” No 
joke.
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This internship changed what I am looking 
for in a future career and I am so thankful 
to have had this opportunity. I loved every 
minute of it – even the really scary rickshaw 
rides every morning when the rickshaw 
driver took me the wrong way straight into 
incoming traffic! 

Allie Raghavan, Naz Foundation, 
Delhi, India

From second-year PiA fellows and young 
alumni both recently returned and still in 
Asia:
The diversity here is amazing. You’re 
walking along the street in Little India, then 
after like 5 blocks you’re in Chinatown, 
then you’re walking by a mosque, then 
across the street there’s a Hindu temple and 
across from that the other way are buildings 
that are very obviously from British 
colonial times. Then down the street from 
that are massive, elegant hotels that serve 
Earl Grey tea and are the only places to go 
for good internet (precisely what I’m doing 
right now). The diversity of the people is 
no different. Even if someone is ethnically 

Burmese they are always referred to by 
what state they are from, as in, “He is from 
the Rakhine State,” or “I am from the Shan 
State.” Same goes for the food!

Daniel Nickel, Sandhi Consultancy, 
Yangon, Myanmar

Huaraz is lovely, and The Mountain 
Institute folks in Peru are incredible. 
They have a ton of knowledge related to 
community watershed management, and 
it’s been great to start picking their brains 
about the process they use for community 
consultations. I can already see the 
applications for Nepal! And then there’s 
the Peruvian Glaciology Unit, where all 
the employees have an incredible wealth 
of experience with monitoring glaciers/
glacial lakes and constructing solutions 
to decrease the risk of an outburst flood. 
Again, the crossover for Nepal is SO 
exciting! One significant difference – 
everything is a day-hike away! We can go 
out to a glacier, do our work, and come 
back to our comfy beds before the sunset! 
In Nepal, the same work would take…two 
weeks? HA! The convenience aside, I have 

to say I do prefer the long treks through 
the Himalayas, camping out, and the early 
morning, freezing water, mountain woman 
river baths! Alas, I will have to wait for an 
extended trip here in the Cordillera Blanca 
or until I am back in Nepal to return to my 
grungy trekking habits.

Kate Voss, The Mountain Institute, 
Kathmandu, Nepal (currently on an 

extended visit at TMI’s office in Peru)

Just writing to let you all know that I am 
back in America. Thanks so much for the 
challenging year in Phnom Penh. The road 
was full of gigantic, car-sized potholes…
but I’ve made connections in Cambodia 
with lifelong friends and have learned a 
lot about my own priorities and desires. 
And now I’m back at the old Seattle home, 
with a clarified sense of purpose. I cannot 
wait to see you all when PiA rolls through 
this winter. Never hesitate to ask for my 
participation, assistance, money, beard 
clippings, anything – I’m truly happy to 
have been a fellow and I intend to make 
good as an alumnus.

Micah Stanovsky, Royal University of 
Phnom Penh, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

I’m still in Korea with another year left 
in my graduate school program at the 
Academy of Korean Studies. Studying 
Korean history and Korean language on 
scholarship is a heck of an awesome way 
to spend two years! And in no small part, I 
have my PiA experience in Taiwan to thank 
for this opportunity. You all really helped 
catapult my dreams of Asia into reality! 
And now East Asia is full of open doors 
for me. I really can’t thank you enough. If 
there’s anything I can do from Korea for 
PiA (or in the future from other locales), 
please don’t hesitate to let me know. Here’s 
to this and future generations of PiA.
Duncan DeAeth, Affiliated High School of 

Tunghai University, Taichung, Taiwan
Kate Voss on a field survey on Pastoruri Glacier in Peru, where she is visiting  
The Mountain Institute’s office from her post with TMI in Nepal. Life lesson:  

Never leave home without your crampons. (continued on page 14)

Lydia, Chloe and Jeremy run into each 
other on the streets of Jakarta.

Kio sporting his PiA t-shirt at his family’s 
home in Tokyo.

Laura, Gareth and Annie at a recent SAIS 
happy hour event.

ALUMNI NOTES (continued)
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Ari Wolfe (China ’05) and wife Kelly 
Brooks heralded the arrival of Asher 
Brooks Wolfe on July 19th, 2012. Ari was 
wearing his PiA t-shirt during delivery – he 
claims it was unintentional, but we know 
better.

Congratulations to Nicole Bulcroft (PiA 
Auditor), who finished the PiA 2012 audit 
just in time for the birth of her son James 
Ryan Bulcroft on September 13th, 2012. 
Now that’s dedication!

We were disappointed to miss Carol Wan 
(Hong Kong ’98) at our Boston alumni 
gathering this year, but it was for good 
reason – Carol was home caring for her 
almost 5-week-old daughter, Lia Hue Ting 
Wong. We hope to see both of them at the 
event next year!

Weddings and Babies

Nina Henning (Nepal ’02) married 
Lobsang Samten this past June in Roslyn, 
NY, in a ceremony that blended Tibetan 
and American wedding traditions. As Nina 
wrote us, “it is a love that is 10 years old 
already, and owes a debt of gratitude to 
PiA.” Congratulations, Nina!

Congratulations also go to Saroj Siegler 
(Thailand ’03) who is not only engaged, but 
is also moving back to Asia in December 
with her fiancé, Sean Quinn, who will be 
taking up a position with a Hong Kong-
based architecture firm. Sean has already 
expressed interest in bringing a new PiA 
fellow on board his sustainable design 
team. Way to keep it in the family, guys!

Hilary Roxe (Hong Kong ’97) welcomed 
Caleb Roxe Thomaskutty on June 8th, 2012. 
To quote from his birth announcement: 
“Caleb has dark brown hair – and lots of 
it.”

Representing in the US of A

Jenaro Cardona-Fox (Thailand ’00) ran 
the Lake Placid Ironman this summer to 
support Rosie’s Place, a community center 
for poor and homeless women and their 
children in the Boston area. Go Jenaro!

After spending the last two years in 
Indonesia and Singapore, Luke Douglas 
(Indonesia ’10) can’t wait for “all the 
delicious burritos, BBQ, and microbrews” 
when he moves back to New York City this 
fall. 

James Young (Singapore ’05) spent 
several months this past spring doing 
research on dengue fever in Bangkok and 
rotating in the emergency department at 
National University Hospital in Singapore. 
He has now graduated from medical school 
and just began his residency in NYC. 

Matt Shofnos (Singapore ’10) recently 
became employee #3 at the new but 
rapidly growing CoFoundersLab, which he 
describes as “eHarmony for entrepreneurs.” 
Matt is extremely excited to be working 
again, and gaining the training he’ll need to 
eventually pursue social entrepreneurship 
“back home in Southeast Asia.”

Andrew Matthews (Malaysia ’06) is 
in New York City working for Business 
for Social Responsibility, which helps 
companies with social and environmental 
impact. Andrew is excited about finding 
a job that he’s passionate about AND that 
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And in the “It wouldn’t be PiA without a 
little off-color humor” department:
There’s a trick to the water pressure in my 
house that I haven’t figured out. I haven’t 
showered there once in the past two weeks. 
Also, one of my coworkers wrote “leg 
waxing” in Vietnamese on a sticky note 
for me to bring to the salon. I left it on top 
of my papers on my desk and now there’s 
been an IT guy sitting there for the past 
30 minutes. Really, though, I’m having 
a brilliant time so far. This weekend I’m 
going to a wedding in Can Tho, so I’m sure 
there will be more stories to come!

Nellie Moore, Asia Injury Prevention 
Foundation, Ho Chin Minh City, Vietnam

From PiA summer interns:
This internship is INSANOFABULOUS. 
Best summer of my life. I just finished a 
project on low-sulfur diesel and diesel 
pricing/taxes in China, and I’m beginning 
to work on a project on HCFCs and other 
ozone-depleting substances this week! 
I’m using my knowledge and love of 
Chinese politics, environmental policy, 
and chemistry to do good – and learning 
volumes upon volumes at the same time! 
My Chinese is getting better from reading 
government documents all the time and 
chatting up my friends in the office. Policy, 
environment, and China! I’m so happy 
here.

Gavin Cook, Natural Resources Defense 
Council, Beijing, China

The Chinese textbooks at Princeton tend 
to focus on the differences between the 
US and China. Last summer at Princeton 
in Beijing, one of the first sentences we 
learned was “Chinese people like to shower 
at night; Americans like to shower in the 
morning.” Back at Princeton in third-year 
Chinese, our discussions continued to 

contrast China and the US. We covered 
differences in spending habits, attitudes 
towards dating, sex and marriage, attitudes 
towards education, child rearing and how 
to care for parents in old age.

Having been thinking in dichotomies for 
such a long time, I came to China this 
summer and saw differences everywhere. 
And let’s not kid ourselves: they are 
everywhere. But over the last few weeks 
in Jishou, I’ve become aware that there 
are so many similarities between Chinese 
and American students. We’re sarcastic. 
We like to make fun of each other. We like 
to eat. We like to sing. We have dreams 
and insecurities. We like to talk about 
relationships (this is perhaps the students’ 
favorite topic). I’ve seen the dynamics of 
their friend groups, and I could totally fit in 
as a student here.

Reuben Shorser, Summer of Service, 
Jishou, China

Interning at the Naz Foundation was a 
phenomenal experience not only because 
it let me work in a completely different 
environment, but also because I actually 

became part of this family in the two 
months that I was there. The public health 
sector in India is so vast and complicated 
that it is difficult to understand its inner 
workings in such a short period of time, but 
I am thrilled to have had the chance to get a 
glimpse of some of the problems that non-
profit organizations here face every day. 

I had originally thought that this internship 
would require me to be at a desk, compiling 
data and writing reports, but it offered so 
much more than that. I often acted as the 
translator for foreign media organizations, 
went to hospitals and slums to talk to HIV/
AIDS patients, and corresponded with 
government officials to try to work around 
some of the problems that the non-profit 
sector faces in the field. Even though I 
worked eight hours a day, six days a week, 
I felt like I had so much more to contribute 
each day that I was there. I also had the 
chance to meet some incredibly inspiring 
people who travel very far and work 
incredibly hard for this cause each day 
for very little pay, which is only possible 
because they feel so strongly about it. 

VOICES FROM THE FIELD (continued)
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The Summer of Service 2012 crew in Jishou, China.

(continued from page 13)

Nina and Lobsang on their wedding day.

Caleb Roxe Thomaskutty

Ari and Asher

James Ryan Bulcroft

Lia Hue Ting Wong
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obviously.

Thomas Talhelm (China ’07) is back in 
Beijing this year on a Fulbright Scholarship 
conducting research for his dissertation. 
Don’t skimp on the dumplings, Thomas!

Diana Hubbell (China ’10) is now in 
Bangkok working as Assistant Editor at 
Travel + Leisure Southeast Asia Magazine. 
How’s that for a sweet gig?

Duncan DeAeth (Taiwan ’09) has one year 
left of his graduate school program at the 
Academy of Korean Studies, and is loving 
his life in Korea. Potential thesis topic: 
Gangnam Style?

Ellen Boccuzzi (Thailand ’97) moved to 
Kabul in October to work with USAID. 
Way to go, Ellen – good luck and keep us 
posted!

Lindley Rabin (Indonesia ’85) is still 
teaching on the Big Island of Hawaii. After 
seeing the photo of Chloe Hall and Lydia 
Tomkiw (both Indonesia ’11) atop Gunung 
Merapi in the Fall 2011 issue of Pacific 
Bridges, Lindley sent us this photo of 
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I was snorkeling in Tidung this past 
weekend and had the spook of my life. I was 
swimming along, admiring the reefs and 
the tropical fish, when suddenly something 
caught my eye. I turned around in the 
water to see what looked like a ring wraith 
suspended underwater. My skin jumped a 
bit and I did a sharp turn, cutting my hand 
on a piece of shallow coral. Finally, I got 
my bearings and went to go look at what 
the bizarre specter actually was. Turns out 
it was a carpet placed over a buoy for some 
reason. Still completely bizarre.

Ethan Harfenist, The Jakarta Globe,  
Jakarta, Indonesia

I just wanted to let you know that I have 
landed in Japan. It’s a blast and everything 
is going along swimmingly. I really enjoy 
teaching, even though it’s way harder and 
different than I imagined. Mainly, I want to 
thank you for giving me this opportunity. 
My life has already changed dramatically 
and it’s only been three weeks. I feel like 
I am finally working a job that utilizes my 
strengths and I am extraordinarily excited 
to explore this part of the world. I feel like 
I am alive again. Anyways, an email is not 
enough, but I am beyond thankful for all the 
wonderful people over at PiA headquarters. 
I hope things are going well for you guys. 
And as we say here in Japan: konbon wa…
or ganbatte…or something.

Michael Duke, Yakage Elementary 
Schools, Yakage, Japan

VOICES FROM THE FIELD (continued)

landmark – a nondescript concrete war 
memorial dedicated to Australian veterans 
– and got lost in a random mountain 
village. When we asked a passing man 
for directions and we explained that we 
were looking for a place to drink coffee 
(apparently the nondescript war memorial 
is also known for coffee), he invited us to 
his porch to drink some coffee with him 
and his family.

My Tetum is still non-existent (I know the 
words for “I,” “You,” “How are you?” and 
“Fine”) so my friend spoke with the family 
in Bahasa Indonesia and “translated.” This 
sometimes meant he smiled and nodded, 
before turning to me to say, “I don’t know, 
that was too fast. About bananas?” The 
whole experience was a lot fun until I 
admired the family’s 3-month-old puppies 
and they told my friend that they were 
saving them for “special occasions.” As in, 
to eat. 

Elizabeth Saunders, Fundasaun Mahein, 
Dili, East Timor

The weirdest thing so far is that all the 
Cambodians I’ve met seem fascinated 
by my being part Chinese – they can tell 
immediately and ask me a ton about it and 
seem to want to hear everything about 
being multi-racial. This includes a few who 
are Sino-Khmer themselves, who seem 
to think being part “American” and part 
Chinese is a lot stranger. 

Justine Drennan, The Phnom Penh Post, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Living in Jakarta has been a really 
wonderful experience thus far. Aside from 
the soul-smashing traffic jams, I have really 
come to love the city. I love how sprawling 
it is and how it seemingly makes no sense 
at all, yet it somehow holds itself together 
to function day in and day out. Plus, I’ve 
met a lot of wonderful Indonesians and 
expats that have made my experience even 
better. 

I am loving life here. Chiang Mai University 
is awesome – the students are hilarious and 
the other teachers are really friendly. I got 
a massage and went to a football game 
yesterday with one of the Thai teachers 
here (my first massage ever!! my back 
is still cracking). My students are hard 
workers. One of them, Kija, comes to my 
office hours every week. She hadn’t really 
been exposed to English at all before – we 
started with the basics and she’s picking it 
up really quickly. Last week I had a few 
students present their paragraphs to the 
class. Kija did a really great job! The whole 
class clapped loudly and she was beaming. 
It was definitely one of those this-is-why-
teaching-rocks moments. She stayed after 
class to tell me, “Teacher I feel very enjoy 
today!”

Tara Knoll, Chiang Mai University, 
Chiang Mai, Thailand

I am now in my tenth month as a PiA fellow, 
and I can’t quite believe how quickly 
the time has flown by in this remote, 
mountainous district of Nonghet. Born and 
bred in a city, I wasn’t sure how I would 
take to rural life but I sure was ready to 
give it a try. Much to the amusement of my 
colleagues and the rest of the community, I 
am still struggling to truly embrace dinners 
of hornet larvae and tree bark, but I would 
like to think that I am slowly but surely 
learning my own ways of enjoying life 
here.
Lucie McGurn, ChildFund, Nonghet, Laos

(continued on page 3)
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Ethan Harfenist takes a shot of cobra 
blood in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Tara Knoll and friends hike through a rice 
paddy in Laos.

Lindley Rabin and friends at the summit of Gunung Merapi, near Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia, in 1985.

he can make a living from, and credits PiA 
for helping him get “literally every job I’ve 
ever had.” 

Three cheers for Kathryn Muessig (China 
’02), who recently completed her PhD in 
public health at Johns Hopkins. She’s now 
in a postdoc at UNC-Chapel Hill, and is 
still very involved in public health work in 
China. 

Jean Hsu (SOS ’06) is living in Mountain 
View, CA, working for The Obvious 
Corporation (yes, that’s actually its name) 
and is teaching her husband Tyler some 
Chinese. According to Jean, he has a pretty 
good feel for tones.

Faced with the challenges of adjusting to 
life back in the US, Ted Karch (Hong Kong 
’11) is distracting himself by applying to 
law schools, looking for an interim job, 
and preparing for a cross-country bicycle 
trip he’s planning for next spring.

Sarah Mankes (Japan ’05) is teaching at a 
public school in NYC and is embarking on 
an “action research” project to investigate 
how technology can be used to get 
students more involved in a broader global 
community. She plans to set up a pilot 
exchange between her school and a few of 
the elementary schools in Yakage, Japan 
where she used to teach. How’s that for 
“building bridges between East and West”?

Still Living the Dream in Asia (or 
elsewhere)

Andrew Turco (SOS ’06, Cambodia ’07) 
returned to China this summer for the first 
time since his SOS days to complete a joint 
urban design studio with classmates from 
MIT and students at Tsinghua. Andrew 
reported that he was offered a discount on 
his summer bicycle rental if he promised 
to keep the bubble wrap on the frame 
all summer so it could be resold as new 
when he returned it. He took the discount, 

herself and her friends at the same summit 
in 1985. If there are any PiA alumni with 
more Merapi photos out there, send ‘em 
our way!

Mira Manickam (Thailand ’01 and 
former PiA program director) is repping 
PiA in South America with Surfer 
GRRRLS Brazil, an organization she 
founded that works towards “empowering 
girls through hip hop videos and music 
celebrating women’s surf culture along 
the southern Atlantic coast.” Rad, dude! 
Check it out at http://www.indiegogo.com/
SurferGrrrlsBrazil.

Ben Shell (Mongolia ’06) is putting 
his noodle-stall Thai and loan-analysis 
Mongolian language skills to good use 
while starting a social business in Haiti. 
He and his two partners, one of whom he 
met while in Mongolia, will be electrifying 
off-grid rural communities using carbon-
neutral generators. Ben is waiting until 
the business model is perfected in the 
Caribbean before the inevitable Asian 
expansion. Check it out at http://www.
limyepaw.com.

(continued from page 14)(continued from page 1)
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From PiA fellows in the field:
Just wanted to say thanks 
for putting me in the most 
awesome post in all of PiA. 
I’m honestly having the best 
time every day, and I feel 
like I’m spoiled to the max. 
The students are great, my 
coworkers are amazing, the 
food is incredible, and the 
activities are endless. I’m 
taking Thai lessons, I’ve 
learned to cook a couple Thai 
dishes, and I’ve ridden an 
ostrich. I am truly loving life 
right now. Can’t wait for you 
to visit!
Rachel Weber, Mae Fah Luang University, 

Chiang Rai, Thailand

I just wanted to let you know that I have 
made it safely to Shanghai and things are 
great! I am currently getting settled into 
my campus in Songjiang. I have a Chinese 
roommate and I can’t wait to start teaching 
at the end of August. Also, this place is 

knit, diverse and intimate. 
Sometimes it is hard here – 
but usually it is amazing and 
such an adventure.

Mia Chin, Universiti Sains  
Malaysia, Penang, Malaysia

It’s hot. It’s bright. It’s 
dusty. There are chickens, 
dogs, and pigs everywhere. 
There is constant-constant-
CONSTANT crowing during 
the day and barking during the 
night. The only colors around 
are neon-highlighter (this 
includes all the flowers and 

my house). But all together it’s beautiful 
and breathtaking. 

Last Sunday, a friend and I rented a 
motorbike and drove into the mountains 
looking for the village of Dare, where we 
could supposedly get the best view of Dili, 
the bay, and Atauro Island in the distance. 
We ended up driving past the target 

bustling with rowers...how did you find 
such a great fit for me? I can’t tell you how 
incredibly excited I am for this year. Thank 
you so much for this opportunity!

Emily Gass, YK Pao School,  
Shanghai, China

Life here is so far phenomenal and amazing. 
People, food and places are all amazing 
and teaching is going really, really well. It 
is the perfect teaching environment – close 

With all 165 of this year’s PiA fellows and interns now on the ground thriving in their fellowship posts (or back on campus from their 
summer internships), here at the home office in Princeton we are savoring the stories they are sending back about the new sights, 
sounds, tastes and smells they are experiencing all over Asia, and their reflections on the learning experiences, embarrassing faux pas, 
and “aha!” moments that accompany those new experiences. From the first-time teacher learning how to manage a classroom of 35 
eight-year-olds to the second-year fellow reaching the pinnacle of cultural immersion, their words serve as eloquent reminders of the 
importance of PiA’s mission of building bridges and providing young people with transformative experiences in Asia. We hope you enjoy 
these dispatches from the field as much as we have.

Princeton in Asia
194 Nassau St.
Suite 212
Princeton, NJ 08542
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Rachel Weber enjoys an ostrich ride in Chiang Rai, Thailand.

Upcoming events for PiA alumni:

January 12-13, 19-20 & 26-27, 2013
Interviews held at Princeton University for
ALL posts and countries!

January 31 - February 2, 2013
Interviews held in New England (precise locations TBD)

February 5-12, 2013
Midwest and West Coast interviews and alumni events in 
Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisco and Seattle

May 17-20, 2013
PiA Orientation at Princeton University

May 20, 2013
PiA Annual Dinner at Princeton University

We hope you can join us!
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