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Program Overview
This has a banner year for PiA, with 
strong program growth, an upsurge in 
applications and a landmark retention 
rate for second years.  PiA is sending 90 
talented young people to live and work in 
Asia this year, 83 of whom are full-year 
fellows and 7 of whom are summer in-
terns.  One of the keys to our growth was 
a retention rate that is amongst the 
highest the program’s ever seen: 
19 PiA fellows (nearly a third of 
our program) chose to stay a sec-
ond year. 12 will remain in their 
current posts and 7 are serving in 
new ‘transfer’ posts at NGOs.  

The first wave of departing fel-
lows has already touched Asian 
soil and trimester reports are 
coming back.  There are tales of 
everyone’s first tastes of pad thai,  
first typhoons, first sunsets on the 
Mekong, first walks on the Bund, 
first travel glitch complete with 
smiling airline clerk who can’t be 
reasoned with, first connection 
with someone whose language 
they don’t speak.  We’d like to share some 
of the more memorable first impressions 
that have come back.  It is an inspiring 
reminder about how special PiA is.

Abby Murchison, Sriserm Elementary 
School, Nan, Thailand:

“Ali and I have finished up our first week 
of teaching, and we are exhausted -- but 
happy!  The students are charming, ador-
able, relatively attentive, and bundles of 
joy. Nan has been great. We took a two-
hour bus ride out into the village today to 
visit the Mrabi tribe in the mountains of 
the province.  There are only 150 of these 
tribal people left, living in extreme pov-

erty.  They have traditionally been hunter-
gatherers, but now are living in more per-
manent “homes” (aka bamboo huts) due 
to lack of resources..It was a marvelous 
and moving expedition we took today, of 
National-Geographic proportions.  This 
was Thailand at its remotest.  This was 
Abby at her remotest. I am so thankful to 
be here.”  

Kathlyn Querubin, Mae Fah Lung Univ, 
Chiang Rai, Thailand

“I am having a FANTASTIC time teach-
ing...I have had some days that just made 
me smile the entire day -- I had students 
on their feet, yelling with excitement at 
some game I just thought up on the spot 
to make things interesting.  So far this has 
been extremely rewarding.” 

Sally Torbert, Internews, East Timor 

“Am I happy I’m here? To say yes would 
be an understatement...So far this is the 
best decision I have ever made. There are 

tons of problems and sometimes I want 
to tear my hair out and scream – but then 
I stop and realize it’s no big deal, really, 
and I can laugh at myself (and then go 
chill on a gorgeous beach with an um-
brella-topped drink).”  

Karabekir Akkoyunlu, Universitas 
Atma Jaya, Yogyakarta, Indonesia:

“The first week is over and I 
think I can already safely say 
that this is the best decision 
I’ve made in my life. This week 
seemed so long because every-
day I went to bed having con-
siderably more experience than 
the night before. We have found 
some time to discover the city 
and it is breathtaking.  Yesterday 
we saw Borobudur and it was
amazing, though it seemed like 
we proved to be more of an
attraction for the local tour-
ists than the temple itself. We 
must each have had our pho-
tos taken at least 50 times!”

Rory Truex, EAFI, Hunan, 
China, Summer Intern

“This was the best summer of my life. I 
taught English at several schools across 
the country, in classes anywhere from 
seven to seventy-five students. The most 
rewarding experience came in the ru-
ral/minority areas, where I was the first 
foreign teacher many of the students had 
ever seen. I had very little teaching ex-
perience prior to this summer, but my 
students showered me with their compli-
ments and gratitude. During my experi-
ence this summer I reached an important 
realization: it is so easy to accomplish so 
much good.”
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        Wendy Hsiao and her 5th graders in Kwangju, Korea.



From the Executive Director
One and half years into my tenure as ED, 
long after the joke about my name rhym-
ing with Asia has worn off and the nov-
elty of Princeton parking tickets has lost 
its luster, I still pinch myself daily: To 
serve an organization like PiA is my per-
fect job. I don’t have to wear panty hose, I 
garner great stories to tell my grandchil-
dren and I am inspired on a daily basis by 
the idealism and accomplishments of our 
current fellows.   I am incredibly thankful 
to be a part of PiA and, as all those that 
have met me know, I am not too shy to 
crow about the best 501 (c) there is (in the 
words of my legendary predecessor) and 
to ask for your continued support.  

PiA Highlights

This past year at PiA has seen the orga-
nization grow significantly, fielding 90 
posts in 14 countries and adding more 
service-oriented positions in places like 
East Timor, the Philippines and south-
west China, where we are working with 
a democracy-building organization and 
public health and environmental NGO’s. 
We have also increased the travel and 
language grants that we are able to offer 
our fellows, particularly to enhance the 
experience of those who have decided to 
stay a second year—a fact which likely 
contributed to the program’s highest ever 
retention rate of 30%.  Additionally, we 
have augmented the support we are able 
to give fellows in need of financial as-
sistance, making PiA increasingly more 
accessible to as diverse and talented an 
applicant pool as possible.  

PiA Alumni Support

All of these things could not have been 
achieved without the generous support of 
our Trustees and our alumni. We thank 
you all for your incredible generosity in 
the past year, which resulted in a 44% 
increase in our annual giving campaign. 
Thank you, lah! Terima kasih! Arigatou 
gozaimasu. Xie Xie. Selamat. Khap Khun 
Kah. Khop jai. Cam on. Obrigadu barak. 
(PiA is growing faster than my capacity 
for languages, so I still have a couple to 
learn).  

I am constantly humbled by the dedica-
tion of our Board and the level of support 
for PiA in all corners of the world.  The 
breadth and varied nature of the support 
PiA receives is astounding and I wanted 
to share some of what I’ve witnessed in 
the past year: The generosity of Japan’s 

post-war PiA alumni in helping to support 
a PiA fellow in Japan every year as a trib-
ute to the Osawa Family.  The poignant $5 
contribution of a former PiA teacher train-
er who, at TEFL conferences, runs into the 
PiA teachers she helped train--now long 
back from Asia and educators in their own 
right.  The $10 donation of a graduate stu-
dent who says she really can’t afford it but 
wants to start giving back something to a 
program she says gave her so much. The 
Trustee who donated a country-specific 
book to each outgoing fellow this year. The 
alumni who donated frequent flyer miles 
to fly three of this year’s fellows to Asia, 
making it possible for them to go on PiA 
regardless of financial means.  The couple 
who met on PiA and donated the proceeds 
from their wedding to PiA (see Alumni 
Highlights, pg. 7).

The PiA Network

We are 2100 alumni strong and growing, 
yet PiA still maintains a family ethos and 
everyone’s participation makes a signifi-
cant impact in helping us reach our goals.  
The best tribute to PiA and the formative 
experiences it has provided us is the one 
that embraces the most people and inspires 
the broadest participation.  With this in 
mind, our annual giving campaign goals 
this year revolve around increased partici-
pation.  In the coming year, we aim to:

• Engage the active participation of at 
least 500 alumni in PiA activities (alumni 
events, interviews, orientation, mentoring, 
donations)

•  Update the contact details for the 1800 
alumni currently listed in our database

• Elicit 100% participation from our 
Board of Directors

•  Build on last year’s 44% increase in our 
annual giving campaign

Your participation in our annual cam-
paign, whether large or small or in rupiah 
or RMB, helps PiA in two important ways.  
Firstly, it helps support our operating ex-
penses so we can continue to provide to 
others the same transformative opportu-
nities we had.  Just as importantly, high 
alumni partcipation levels are a barom-
eter of program quality and strength and 
are important in helping PiA solicit grants 
and donations from foundations and do-
nors outside of our immediate network. 

One wonderful thing about being the PiA 
ED is that I have never called a PiA alum 
to ask for help and heard anything other 
than “Of course, what else can I do?” 
That is one of the things that makes our 
program unique and high alumni partici-
pation levels in our annual campaign are 
the best way to capture that feeling for 
outside donors who have not experienced 
PiA. 

In the next 2-3 years, we are eager to in-
crease the participation of our alumni as 
much as possible and we are doing all we 
can to make keeping in touch with PiA as 
easy as possible.  I am pleased to introduce 
our New Director of Alumni Relations, 
the aptly-named Stephanie Teachout, who 
was a PiA fellow at Payap University in 
Chiang Mai, Thailand (‘01-04), and just 
finished her Masters at Columbia Teach-
ers College in International Education. 
Steph speaks fluent Thai and claims to 
be able to juggle while riding a unicycle.  
Demonstrations are being planned at PiA 
alumni events.

In Stephanie’s first couple of months on 
the job, she has worked tirelessly to help 
bring PiA into the 21st century. PiA’s up-
dated website www.princeton.edu/~pia is 
a wonderful example of the improvements 
she is helping us make. Please take a look 
at the website when you have a moment 
and let us know what you think. Upgrad-
ing the PiA database is Stephanie’s next 
challenge and we would greatly appreci-
ate hearing from all of you with your up-
dated contact information.
   ---Anastasia

“Did I remember to ask for donations?”



PiA Program Highlights: 2005-2006

This past year, The PiA Board of Direc-
tors completed a comprehensive Strategic 
Review Process and developed a 5 year 
strategic plan aimed at growing and en-
hancing the PiA program. The strategic 
plan is a response to several factors in 
PiA’s operating environment that make 
our mission of cross-cultural understand-
ing and building bridges between East 
and West as meaningful and urgent as 
ever. These factors include: 

•  A need for increased cross-cultural un-
derstanding given current world events
•  The rising demand from talented gradu-
ates who wish to live and work in Asia 
•  An increasing need for fellows on the 
part of high-quality Asian institutions  
•  The increasing importance of interna-
tionalism in education and commerce

Given the number of prospective high-
quality Asian partners and the high-qual-
ity applicants whom we are turning away, 
the Board sees a responsibility to grow 
to better serve our constituencies: our 
fellows and our host institutions. PiA’s 
leadership is committed to undertaking 
such growth and enhancements in a tar-
geted, strategic, and incremental way,  so 
that the program maintains its essential 
character: the premier quality and family 
atmosphere that make PiA the oldest and 
most successful program of its kind. 

With the support of our Board of Trustees 
and the generosity of our alumni, we have 
taken the first steps in implementing the 
new Strategic Plan and were able to sig-
nificantly grow and enhance the PiA pro-
gram in this past year. Some of the new 
programmatic highlights include:

PiA at a Glance:
•  90 Fellows in 14 countries 
•  New countries: East Timor, Hong Kong     
(SAR), Indonesia and the Philippines
• 30% of Fellows stayed as Second Years
• 20% rise in Applications year over year
•  Enhanced Teacher training
•  Expanded orientation program
•  Establishing of Mentoring Program
• Sponsorship of blogs for current fellows
•  Improved Insurance Coverage

Recreational Politics

We added 18 new posts, 2 new countries, 
East Timor and the Philippines, and re-
entered 2 fomer PiA locales: Hong Kong 
and Indonesia. A large part of PiA’s suc-
cess in expanding is the strong base of 
talent provided by our second year fel-
lows--19 of whom  are staying on for a 
second year in Asia. Enhanced travel 
grants and language grants earmarked 
for second years and new ‘transfer posts’ 
with NGO’s made second year posts es-
pecially attractive this year. Such transfer 
posts included working with a democracy 
and civil society building organization in 
Timor, working in the newsroom of Ma-
nila’s largest broadcaster, assisting public 
health NGO’s on issues of child welfare 
and teaching at a Tokyo Buddhist temple.  
7 PiA fellows chose to stay a second year 
and transfer to these posts, while 12 opt-
ed to stay in their current posts a second 
year. (Let’s face it, those glamorous en-
try level jobs can wait another year while 
they travel around China on their 6 week 
teaching vacations!)

Expanded Orientation

This year PiA hosted an expanded Orien-
tation encompassing 4 days of information 
sessions specific to country, region, and 
profession, and roundtable discussions 
with both Princeton professors and PiA 

Alumni on everything from the cultural 
legacy of Mao in modern China to where 
to find the best bowl of pho in Hanoi.  The 
weekend also saw the inauguration of the 
1st Annual PiA Ultimate Frisbee match, 
during which lofty goals of engagment 
and understanding were abandoned for 
the sake of good, old-fashioned, tongue-
in-cheek North Asia vs. Southeast Asia 
rivalry.  Despite a spirited comeback by 
those Fellows destined for the Northern 
nations, Southeast Asia proved that they 
were more adept to the heat of the May 
afternoon (clearly an unfair advantage...
it’s a lot harder to run with the Little Red 
Book in your pocket).

Annual Dinner & Mentoring Program

The end of Orientation coincided with 
PiA’s Annual Dinner on May 17, which 
was held at Prospect House on the Princ-
eton campus.  The guest speaker for the 
evening was Seth Faison, former New 
York Times Bureau Chief in Shanghai 
and author of South of the Clouds, a 
book about his own PiA-esque experi-
ence living and teaching in China.  Out-
going fellows, all of whom were present, 
were seated with their new Mentors. It 
was great to have so many alumni in at-
tendance and we hope to see you all there 
next year as well.

Program Notes

Chiang Mai Rock Climbing Adventures and Special Guests
Back row, left to right:  Siriporn Klabthung (Office Manager), Former PM Chuan Leekpai, 
Surabod Leekpai, Phairat Kaewkan (Climbing Guide), Josh Morris (PiA ‘99, Part-Owner, Di-
rector, and Guide).  Front Row, left to right:  Kendyl Salcito (PiA Fellow ‘04, Student Programs 
Manager), Khaetthaleeya Uppakham (Part-Owner, General Manager, and Guide) 
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As the anniversary of the Tsunami ap-
proaches, last year’s devastation will be 
on the minds of many PiA-ers who love 
Asia and whose lives are inextricably 
linked to the region. Amongst them will 
be tsunami survivor Lauren Karp, PiA 
Alum Brandon Hall, who helped relief ef-
forts, and PiA Alumni in Thailand who 
have been helping rebuilding efforts. 
Their stories of devastation and renewal 
are inspiring reminders of how the worst 
of times can bring out the best of people.

Lauren Karp, Phuket, December, 2004

Immediately after finishing her first meal 
in 20 hours, Wan vomited in the bushes 
and fainted in the dirt.  One on each end, 
Wan’s husband and son carried 
her—her bottom dragging across 
the moonlit school yard—to the 
back of a pick up truck, and she 
was gone.  Three hours later, 
bandaged and hobbling, she re-
turned to us to make certain we 
were not alone in the midst of di-
saster.  This is grengjai.

Grengjai doesn’t have an exact 
translation from Thai to English, 
but it is the Thai value that one 
must do everything possible to 
help another and simultaneously 
avoid becoming an imposition.  
It’s the platinum rule—do onto 
others better than you want them 
to do onto you—and it saved my 
life during the tsunami.

On December 26th, I found 
myself on a boat to the Similan 
islands with my friend who was visiting 
from America.  While my students were 
busy with exam week in Khon Kaen, I de-
cided to don swimsuit and snorkel mask 
in paradise.  One hour before the wave 
descended, my friend and I met Wan, a 
guide, and boarded her speedboat.  When 
the magnificent islands were in view the 
boat stopped suddenly.  Wan explained 
that there had been an underwater earth-
quake, and it had caused severe flooding so 
we would not be able to go to the islands.  
We floated on the sea for a longtime.  Pe-
riodically Wan wiped away a stray tear 
and squeezed the Buddha amulet on her 
neck.  When she caught my eyes peeking 
at her distress, she quickly straightened 
her neck and flicked her salty tears back 
into the sea with a smile.  Seven hours 
later, she decided it was safe to return 

to Phang Nga, but as our boat neared the 
shore she could keep her secret no longer.   
She could no longer bravely hide that a 
violent swell had pummeled the shore and 
swept away people, families, homes, and 
livelihoods in its undertow.  She could no 
longer disguise her terror that her husband 
and son might be dead, and she cried with 
tented hands pressed to her forehead.  

When we reached the remains of a pier, 
I scrambled up the breaking tires and a 
heavy German man grabbed my wrist to 
pull me over the edge of the dock.  We 
were on land again, and Wan herded all 
of her passengers to the road.  After ev-
eryone had been packed into cars, vans, 
and trucks, we climbed into the bed of a 

pick-up with Wan and her friends.  As we 
sped down the road, the moist wind stung 
my eyes, which glazed over at the sight of 
vertical cars and beached boats.  She took 
us to a Wat, and despite our pleas that she 
leave to take care of her own family, she 
insisted on staying with us.  We were for-
eigners and she knew we had no place to 
go and no one to take us there.  She ush-
ered us away from the crowds of wailing 
Thai families, and when trucks of dead 
bodies began to arrive, she moved us to a 
little school on a hill, where she saw her 
ten-year-old son and her husband.  

In the midst of her reunion her face 
switched from joy to horror, and she told 
us to run upstairs.  Flustered, I looked 
for my belongings, but Wan cornered me 
from behind and, like a mouse in a maze, 

I ran up the stairs.  There were too many 
people on the upper balcony, and I feared 
I would drown in their panic before the 
water ever got there.  My eyes sought my 
friend, but as they met his face someone 
below called, “Mai Nam, Mai Nam!”  No 
water.  We poured back down the stairs, 
and for the first time that day I understood 
the pure terror of death, from which Wan 
had to that point protected me.

The night ached on, and I lied on the tile 
patio of the school trying to sleep, but the 
sounds were too loud.  Thai women who 
saw their babies washed away shrieked 
like the infants they had held hours be-
fore, and three nearby Germans moaned 
from the sharp pain of their bruises 

and their missing 
fourth.   My friend 
and I waited and 
took silent relief in 
our completeness, 
while wishing the 
rest could be ab-
sorbed into the 
night.  

The next morning 
Wan permitted us to 
go, and we headed 
down the highway 
with outstretched 
thumbs.  When we 
reached Bangkok 
we went directly to 
the hospital to do-
nate blood.  As the 
red drained from 
my arm, I told the 
nurse my story.  In 

the Buddhist religion, she said, one would 
believe I had made much merit in my life.  
I’m not sure of her theory.  Throughout 
the day, my friends and co-workers called 
and celebrated my good luck.  Luck was 
a partial factor.  Luck, fate, merit, des-
tiny; I don’t know why I was safe when so 
many others perished.  It is a truth that I 
am not yet able to consider, and, instead, 
my mind turns to Wan and how she pro-
tected my body and mind despite the dis-
integration of her world all around her.  
This is grengjai.

Lauren Karp is a recently returned PiA 
Fellows from Thailand, where she taught 
at Khon Kaen University.  She is currently 
working for CirclePoint, an Environmen-
tal Consulting firm in San Francisco. 

The Tsunami and PiA: Stories of Survival and Renewal

              Bangkok, December, 2004. Photo by Brandon Hall.  
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PiA Responds to the Tsunami:  Alumni 
Help Rebuild Schools in Phang Nga

PiAers in Bangkok, past and present, are 
cooperating with AIG Thailand, one 
of PiA’s partner institutions, to help re-
build a Tsunami-stricken school in Phang 
Nga, near Phuket.  Pictured below are: 
Ed Cooper (Princeton ‘70, AIG CFG 
President & COO), John Evans (PiA 
‘91), Tom Klein (PiA ‘04), Michael 
Kem (PiA ‘03), Dwight Crabtree (PiA 
‘02), Chrisann Kyi (PU ‘04), Dominic 
Notario (PiA ‘04) and John Janarone 

(PU ‘03). PiA-ers have made several trips 
to badly damaged Phang Nga and identi-
fied schools in need of assistance. Over the 
past few months PiA alumni have worked 
fervently to respond to these needs. 

AIG has underwritten a lunch program for 
one of the schools and established a schol-
arship program for outstanding students. 
They have also provided financial support 
for teachers there who had not been paid in 
over 3 months.  Other alumni in the area 
have donated textbooks, school supplies, 
equipment, and uniforms. And the PiA 
home office provided an in-kind donation: 
offering to send a talented and dedicated  
PiA fellow to Phang Nga in the coming 
year to help the schools. 

PiA Alumni Participate in Relief Work

Last December, Brandon Hall, (Laos‘02-
04) was on his way to Sydney for a much 
needed vacation. When he landed in Seoul 
en route and learned of the tragedy, Bran-
don quickly changed course to Thailand, 
putting his language skills to use in Bang-
kok and volunteering in the massive hu-

manitarian efforts for the weeks to follow. 
Of the experience, Brandon wrote:  “The 
sheer scale of the Thai relief effort, borne 
on the shoulders of students and soldiers, 
was heartening.   For days on end, supplies 
poured in haphazardly from various prov-
inces.  The task was to sort and repack-
age them for delivery to emergency zones.  
Over the week, it became obvious that 
relief work is psychologically demanding 
labour mitigated best by developing cama-
raderie with those around you.”  

Brandon is finishing his Masters degree 
in International Educational 
Development at Columbia 
Teacher’s College. He is one 
of the many PiA Alums who 
participated in relief  and re-
building efforts in the wake 
of the tsunami.

‘Saving Fadhil’ : The PiA 
Network Helps Save a Life

One Acehnese survivor of 
the Tsunami has a bright new 
future ahead of him, thanks 
to the Herculean efforts of 

PiA alumni of from around the world.  

Vicki Noble (Dalian, ‘91), a physician at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Cam-
bridge, MA, was volunteering her medical 
services on a US Navy vessel off the coast 
of Banda Aceh in late February when she 
met a 17-month-old boy named Fadhil in 
desperate need of a liver operation.  Real-
izing that there was no way that he would 
get this life-saving operation at home, 
Vicki called her col-
leagues in Boston 
and called PiA.  Be-
fore long, Vicki had 
arranged for the chief 
surgeon at UMass 
General Hospital to 
perform the proce-
dure at no charge, 
had convinced the 
Hospital to cover all 
administrative costs 
and had decided to 
underwrite the fam-
ily’s trip to the US 
herself. 
 

She secured Indonesian government ap-
proval for  Fadhil and his parents, Miswar 
and Mahfud, to travel to the U.S., and led 
a last-minute dash through Banda Aceh to 
miraculously secure passports for the fam-
ily, all in one day (a remarkable feat  in a 
Tsunami-stricken area with makeshift gov-
ernment offices and lost paperwork).  

The next challenges were getting the family 
U.S. visa’s and preparing for their arrival in 
the US.  The PiA newtork kicked into gear. 
Sean Callahan (Thailand, ‘91), Regional 
Legal Advisor for USAID  based at the 
American Embassy in Jakarta, provided 
assistance at the embassy in Jakarta, while 
PiA alums in Boston gathered clothes, do-
nations and food and lined up Indonesian 
translators for the family.  The family was 
greeted at the airport by a network of PiA 
and Princetonians including John Higgins 
‘91 and PiA Executive Director, Anasta-
sia Vrachnos  (Indonesia ‘91),  who put 
her own rusty Bahasa Indonesia language 
skills to good use that weekend. 

Fadhil’s surgery was a complete success, 
and after a few weeks of recovery here in 
the U.S. and one sightseeing trip to New 
York, we’re happy to report that Fadhil 
and his family are in great spirits and back 
once again in their village in Aceh.  

A special terima kasih to all the PiA Alums 
who helped make Fadhil’s stay in Boston a 
success: Meg Crouch, Will Fox, Juliana 
Gamble, Lex Kelso, Sue Sypko, Kate 
Thirolf, Ginny Wilmerding, Ari Wolfe, 
and Alex Wood.  PiA and its Alumni: tru-
ly in the service of all Nations!

PiA Alumni: “In the Service of All Nations”
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From the Director of Alumni Relations
Sometimes you find PiA and sometimes 
PiA finds you.  Regardless of how your 
relationship with PiA begins, it’s one 
amazing chapter in life…or two!  I 
remember the first time PiA found me: 
While studying abroad in Prague, I spent 
Thanksgiving in a Czech restaurant 
watching babushkas dance and listening 
to my roommate’s sister talk about 
her recent experiences in Chiang Mai, 
Thailand.  She explained a land that I’d 
never quite pictured: families of four 
riding on one Honda Dream with their 
chicken and dog; students named “Beer,” 
“Golf,” and “Game”; water-drenched 
New Year’s celebrations in April; and the 
elaborate charades necessary to 
explain to a tuk tuk driver where 
you want to go.  I didn’t know much 
about Thailand that Thanksgiving 
day, but I knew that I wanted to 
find out more and I knew that the 
three letters “PiA” had taken on 
new meaning (until then I’d only 
associated them with Pakistan 
International Airlines).

The next day I found myself 
in an internet café writing my 
application for PiA with hopes for 
a year in Asia but no idea how that 
next year would shape my future.  I 
certainly didn’t imagine that after 
graduating from Indiana University 
I’d spend not one but three years 
teaching in Chiang Mai or that it 
would lead to a Masters degree 
in Comparative International 
Education and Anthropology from 
Teachers College, Columbia University.  
I certainly had not thought that in four 
years I’d find myself moving to Princeton 
and working for PiA as the Director of 
Alumni Relations.

I’m thrilled to see how that one 
conversation over Thanksgiving dinner 
introduced me to PiA and all the places 
it’s taken me since.  I’m excited and 
honored to have the opportunity to join 
the amazing  team of leadership and work 
with PiA on this side of the globe.  After 
meeting this year’s fellows and many of 
our alumni who have become mentors, 
helped at orientation, and attended the 
Annual Dinner, it is easy to see that this is 

 What’s New for PiA Alumni

Staying  connected once meant trekking 
to the post office through flooded waters 
(uphill both ways, of course) with hopes 
of getting an international phone line or 
mailing a letter that might arrive home 
before you did.  Not any more - see 
what’s new at PiA:

• Our new website (www.princeton.edu/
~pia) features a slideshow, an alumni 
and  a fellow of the week, upcoming 
events, ways to get involved, a facebook 
of our fellows, and the ability to donate 
on-line.

• PiA’s new e-mail address for 
communication with alumni 
(piaalum@princeton.edu)

• Alumni events!  We’ve already 
rallied the troops in DC and NYC, 
and are heading to the West Coast, 
Boston, and Asia soon.

•  New database - Please send us 
your current contact information to 
piaalum@princeton.edu so we can 
invite you to all  upcoming events.

• PiA now has the capability to 
accept credit card donations.  (Save 
up enough points from donations to 
get your very own rice cooker).

 In the Works for the Future:

  • Alumni trips to Asia
  • PiA Video
  • PiA Alumni Directory

       
PiA Asian Art Benefit in NYC --

Late April

PiA’s first benefit art exhibition will 
feature several Asian artists.  A great 
opportunity to get together with people 
who love Asia, love art, and love PiA.  
Please keep an eye out in coming weeks 
for more information and, PiA-ers of 
the tri-state area, please make sure we 
have your updated contact details.

the best job in the entire world!  In the new 
position of Director of Alumni Relations, I 
hope to contribute to the incredible legacy 
that started 108 years ago and bring the 
amazing people that have created this 
legacy closer together.
 
Your PiA adventures didn’t end when you 
boarded the plane home. We’re planning 
alumni events in the US and Asia to keep 
everyone in the PiA family.

We’re connecting together PiA’s unique, 
talented, and dynamic alums – the people 
that do “get it”.  People who know the true 
definition of accomplishment: crossing 

a major intersection in Ho Chi Minh 
City.  People who advocate that karaoke is 
acceptable at any time.  People who know 
that movie night can mean sitting around 
telling people movies instead of watching 
them.  These are the people that knew you 
as your best self.  

I look forward to meeting you in the 
months ahead, hearing all the stories from 
your time on PiA, and developing a strong 
alumni network .  I’m honored to be joining 
this amazing organization for the second 
time and building new bridges together.

Warm Regards, 
Stephanie Teachout, Thailand ‘01    

        
 Save the Date
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A Tribute to Frederick Mote

Princeton Professor Emeritus of East Asian 
Studies Frederick Mote, a renowned scholar 
of China and East Asia, died February 10 in 
Aurora, CO, after a long illness.  He was 82.

Mote, was a Princeton faculty member from 
1956 to 1987, known for his expertise and 
scholarship of Chinese history and culture. 
He was a pioneer in transforming the study of 
China and East Asia in the United States into 
a mature field with a distinguished record of 
scholarly achievement.  He inspired many of 
his students to pursue further study in EAS 
and encouraged the more adventurous ones 
to participate in PiA. He was a great friend of 
PiA and will be long-remembered. 

In the words of  PiA Trustee Jack Langlois, 
who was a long-time student of Prof. Mote, 
and who recently spoke at an East Asian 
Studies conference in his honor: “Professor 
Mote was my teacher and giver-of-life since 
I was 20. His memory still provides much for 
me.”

VOLUNTEER IN CHINA!
GLOBAL LANGUAGE VILLAGES

CONCORDIA
LANGUAGE
VILLAGES

A program of Concordia College, Moorhead, Minnesota USA

www.GlobalLanguageVillages.org

WANT TO RELIVE YOUR 
PiA EXPERIENCE?
Teach at an English language and 
culture camp for Chinese students 
this summer!

PROGRAM DATES:
July 10 - August 1, 2006

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR 
WEB SITE OR CONTACT:
Robin Matross Helms (PiA Guangzhou ‘97 - ‘98) 

Director of International Exchange Programs

helms@cord.edu

Pictured from left to right at the wedding of Meg Crouch and Alex Wood are Anastasia 
Vrachnos (PiA ED), Alex, Meg, Tang Ngoc Lan, Lynne Rosen (Vietnam ‘03) and Emily 
Crozier, (Vietnam ‘03). As one of the first male PiAers ever sent to the Delta, Alex left 
with strict instructions from Carrie not even to look at Vietnamese women...Being the 
upstanding character that he is, Alex followed those instructions to the letter, having 
eyes only for the Delta diva that arrived in the Mekong all the way from from Maine.

Congratulations to Meg Crouch (Vietnam, ‘02-
’04) and Alex Wood (Vietnam, ‘02-’04) who 
married in Poland Springs, Maine this August.  
Since returning from the Mekong Delta, Alex 
and Meg have continued their strong commit-
ment to public service and social justice. They 
are both involved in education, receiving Mas-
ters Degrees and teaching in underprivileged 
schools in the Boston area. We know that their 
students, like us, are lucky to have them in 
their midst.  Many happy returns to PiA’s most 
recent success in “international affairs.” 

Spreading the PiA Love: A Novel Approach 
to Fundraising

Did you know that you can help PiA raise mon-
ey just by getting married? The I Do Founda-
tion is a not-for-profit organization that links 
engaged couples with a host of charitable giv-
ing options at their wedding. http://www.ido-
foundation.org. (A fitting partner organization 
for a program that has introduced many of us to 
our spouses).  

Thanks to Meg and Alex’s generosity, a por-
tion of the proceeds of every gift purchased 
for their wedding was donated to PiA and their 
guests were able to make direct donations on-
line to PiA in honor of the couple. So there’s 
one more reason to accept the latest marriage 
proposal you received in Asia.

A special thank you to Alex and Meg who truly 
embody the message that “it is better to give 
than to receive.”

PiA Alumni Highlights
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Alumni Notes

Contact us with your news!
Princeton-in-Asia 
Room 202, Bobst Center for Peace and Justice
83 Prospect Ave.
Princeton, NJ 08544
(609) 258 3657
piaalum@princeton.edu

Former PiA Program Director Vince Faherty (Singapore, ‘03) 
has left his second home on the NJ Transit and is now working in 
NYC helping to build the Asian operations of financial services 
firm, Vista Research. 

Steve Persky (China, ‘80) currently heads DALTON Invest-
ments, which he’s happy to report has grown to over 30 people 
and $700 million under management.  DALTON has an office in 
Shanghai and is launching both a Chinese fund and a Japanese 
Absolute Return Fund.

Many welcomed updates from PiAers pursuing advanced de-
grees:  Kirsten Jerch (Korea, ’03) sends her best from Texas, 
where she’s in her second semester in a Master’s program for 
Nautical Archaeology.  Lizzy Gilbert (Korea, ‘00) is at Harvard 
Graduate School of Education studying for her Master’s degree 
in Technology in Education.  Hilary Smith (China,‘98) is at Penn 
and has recently been do-
ing research in China for 
her dissteration.  She’s 
focusing on the history 
of a nutritional deficiency 
diesease in Chinese medi-
cine.  She writes, “It’s 
been almost as much fun 
as PiA...but not quite.”   
Kathryn Kempf (Japan, 
‘02) is at Duke pursuing 
a Master’s in East Asian 
Studies and helped PiA 
establish a new teaching 
post at a Tokyo Buddhist 
Temple kindergarten. 

Mira Manickam (Thai-
land, ‘01), John Muse 
(Thailand, ‘02), Em-
ily Hicks (Laos, ‘00), Jocelyn Hittle (Thailand, ‘00) and Julia 
Guarneri (Korea, ‘03) all studying at Yale, and Dan Zook (Viet-
nam, ‘03) studying at Cornell’s Johnson Business School, have 
been busy recruiting prospective applicants. Thank you!

Two former PiA fellows have been elected to leadership roles in 
the Princeton Club of Singapore.  Shandon Quinn (Singapore, 
‘02-’05) is the new Social Chair of the PCS and has just begun 
his 4th year (count them: 1-2-3-4!) at Ngee Ann Polytechnic.  In-
ternational Heart-Throb Mark Zee (Singapore, ‘03-’04) who also 
got his start at Ngee Ann, is the new Secretary. Mark is expanding 
his acting career and was recently cast in Heartlanders, a Singa-
porean police-drama. He will also play opposite Chinese actress 
Pei-Pei Cheng (Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon) in a new court-
room drama.

Jeff Galvin (China, ’98) is currently working in Taipei on a proj-
ect with McKinsey & Company and would love to hang out.  Drop 
him a line at jeff_galvin@mckinsey.com if you’re around.

Author Brett Dakin (Laos, ’98-’00) recently paid a visit to cam-
pus.  He gave a talk on his book about life in Laos, Another Qui-
et American.  After spending time working for the UN in The 
Hague, Brett is practicing law in New York and is working on 
another book. See http://www.anotherquietamerican.com

Congratulations to Amanda Dennis (Thailand, ‘03) who is one of 
two Princetonians this year to be awarded the prestigious Gates 
Cambridge Scholarship.  Amanda taught at Mae Fah Luang Uni-
versity in Chiang Rai for PiA, after graduating from Princeton in 
2003.  She will begin her pursuit of a master’s degree in European 
Literature and Culture at Cambridge in the fall.

Four Generations of Taiwan PiAers met in Taichung.  Pictured be-
low (l to r):Daniel Lee (‘04), Rebecca Legnick-Hall (‘04), Becca 
Hunsicker (‘02), Bethanie Mills (‘01) and Eling Chang (‘00).

Nuptials: Wedding con-
gratulations go out to: 
Brian Bennet (Hong 
Kong, ‘00) and Anne 
Tsai, married last Febru-
ary in Newport Beach, 
California (they met in 
Hong Kong when Brian 
was on PiA working for 
Time Magazine); Tammy 
Vu (Singapore, ‘95) and 
Douglas Pulitzer, married 
in May in Princeton; Hil-
ary Roxe (Hong Kong, 
‘97) and Christopher 
Thomaskutty, married 
last December in Darien, 
CT. Natasha Burley 
(Vietnam, ‘00) and Ay-

meric Roussel married in France this August. Congrats!

Saya Huddleston (Japan, ‘96) was transferred to the headquarters 
of Canal Plus in Paris to continue handling the studio’s interna-
tional film sales in Asia, Australia, and Latin America (although 
she still gets back to Japan once a year).  She writes, “Paris is a 
wonderful and exciting experience, but I miss good Asian cuisine 
which is hard to come by over here!”

Sean Callahan (Thailand, ’91) writes that after PiA in Thailand 
he spent time with the International Catholic Migration Com-
mission and the International Organization for Migration, before 
heading off to law school and law firm life.  Sean is now the Re-
gional Legal Advisor for the USAID missions to Indonesia, East 
Timor, and Sri Lanka.

Congrats to Robin Helms (China, ‘97), recently named Director 
of International Exchange Programs at Concordia Lanaguage Vil-
lages. If you’re looking to get back to China, see info on pg. 7.

Yin Chen (China, ‘04) is the host for CCTV9 International Chan-
nel’s travel program, Travelogue.  From teaching at Beijing’s For-
eign Affairs University to traveling all around China and being 
broadcast to over 100 countries! Check Yin out at http://www.
cctv.com/program/travelogue/01/index.shtml


