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I suppose I shouldn’t have watched 
Dead Poets Society a week before leav-
ing, expecting to immediately astound 
and inspire my students Robin Wil-
liams-style. The classes after the first 
were all leagues better. I focused on 
providing more interesting context ver-
sus good practice (with less interesting 
material). Most kids seem more moti-
vated when it’s something interesting 
or relevant, even if they struggle more. 
      Max Behar 
        Seishin Girls’ High School 
                                         Kurashiki, Japan 
 

Before, I was living with the British 
doctors in Ailok Laran. I really enjoyed 
it because I got to have a real Timorese 
experience. We had a deer guarding our 
house and we had no running water so 
many times I would wake up and walk 
around with my toothbrush and tooth-
paste looking for some water. I had one 
of the neighbor’s kids hold the hose for 
me to brush my teeth, and wash my 
hair. I also taught the kids how to play 
slap jack and I would play with them of-
ten and lose every time.
I have done pretty cool stuff at work so 
far. I met the former Prime Minister 
Mari Alkatiri and that was pretty awe-
some. I also have acquired a kitten who is 
the most adorable thing that happened 
in the world. He lives in the PiA house. 
                  Hiba Abdulrazzak 
                 Search For Common Ground 
                                       Dili, Timor Leste

The kids are supremely adorable 
here.   We have all, more or less, ac-
quired some nicknames by the kids as 
well.   Haley is now Teacher Harry as 
the kids cannot pronounce her name.  I 
have become known as Teacher Banana 
(it started out as a mistake by one of my 
first graders and I think my second grad-
ers must have heard about it because 
they now perpetually call me Teacher 
Banana).  The nickname has morphed 
into many other names throughout 
the last few months but seems to con-
tinually come back to Teacher Banana.  
                   Brenna Cameron 
                Nan Elementary School 
                          Nan Province, Thailand

THE JAPAN ISSUE:
REMEMBERING FRIENDSHIPS FROM 50 YEARS IN JAPAN

VOICES FROM THE FIELD: 
First Impressions and  

Words of Thanks

We all made it to Shihezi and are 
having an awesome time. TaoTao 
and I are playing in a staff volleyball 
match this week. She has already been 
made designated spiker, it appears. 
                   Marina Powers 
                Shihezi University 
                                           Shihezi, China

All is well up in Chiang Mai! We are 
already prepping for our biggest stu-
dent programs season ever and I can be 
found on any given day planning week 
long adventures, managing IT and sys-
tems, or out climbing with students! I’m 
actually heading down to Bangkok this 
weekend to help on a JUMP! program 

Katherine Clifton (Osawa Fellow ’14) took this great photo of the shrine at Fushimi Inari 
during her internship in Tokyo this summer.

(continued) 
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and then later this month to Burma for 
a week for a new visa. It is absolutely 
OK that you list CMRCA as your cool-
est partner in the whole wide world.   
             Ethan Berman , Second  Year Fellow 
Chiang Mai Rock Climbing Adventures 
                              Chiang Mai, Thailand

On Friday, like many other mornings, 
I woke up to the sound of heavy rain. 
Cars tried to plunge through waves 
that crested over their hoods, men with 
jeans rolled up were pushing trucks 
through the water over the tires, and 
a mass of motorcycles had gathered at 
the edge of the road. We ended up leav-
ing behind our bikes and wading in, 
and eventually through.  

Sofia was coming by bus to visit at the 
same time, and we ended up wading 
down the highway (eventually we got 
to our home by bobbing in the back of 
a pickup down the flooded lane) until 
we found, of all things, a pizzeria run 
by this guy from Brooklyn who 
of course was open. And so we 
had our first pizza in Chiang Rai, 
and it was pretty good!

 Eliot Gee, Second Year Fellow 
            Mae Fa Luang University 

 Chiang Rai, Thailand

A funny tidbit: On day one, I 
was walking around and was so 
concerned about getting hit by a 
moto that I walked straight into 
a cactus plant.  

Ben Van Son 
   Royal University of Phnom Penh 
             Phnom Penh, Cambodia

I’ve already started working at NRDC 
and it’s wonderful! My to-do list is al-
ready a mile (or should I say kilome-
ter?) long, which I absolutely love! Also, 
today Beijing’s AQI is 45, which is cur-
rently blowing my mind. I don’t think 
we’re in Beijing anymore, Toto. 
             Marie McMullen 
          Natural Resources Defence Council 
                                            Beijing, China

Hello from South Korea! First impres-
sions have been great. Koreans have 
been totally and unsurprisingly lovely 

and friendly, but a bit more surprising-
ly, also very silly. Just now outside of a 
cafe I’d absentmindedly put my ciga-
rette out on the ground, and to indicate 
that I shouldn’t do so, the old woman 
working behind the counter came out-
side and said “buiiiillllllding manager,” 
made two bull horns with her fingers, 
pretended to gore me, and then cheer-
fully handed me a plastic glove to pick 
it up. 

I am more in love with, and grate-
ful for, PiA than ever, particularly the 
Korea fellows. Jack has been incredi-
bly supportive throughout all of this. 
Today I had a minor meltdown about 
apartment hunting and he talked to 
me for about an hour, googling lo-
cations and giving me his thoughts. 
He’s really the best and I hope/in-
tend to pay his PiA debt forward. 
               Joshua Schenkkan 
                 JoongAng Daily 
                                   Seoul, South Korea

Hey guess what happens when you get 
cut off in traffic and abruptly put both 
feet down to break while wearing a 
pencil skirt? You get to walk into the 
mall holding your skirt together in the 
butt and a kind Thai woman sees you 
and rushes you over to her store to try 
on her skirts. Next, you end up buying a 
see-through skirt and get to put on a slip 
behind the cash register as other wom-
en check out in front of you. Bonus: you 
are now friends with multiple fun store 
owners and the tailor who owns a stand 

on the side of the road. Just had to share 
my latest embarrassing story!

              Mahalia Kahsay 
               Chiang Mai University 

                            Chiang Mai, Thailand

I’ll be working primarily in New Busi-
ness Development getting this so-
cial enterprise off the ground but also 
scouting for new projects on which to 
embark. I already began hunting for 
new partnerships and funding oppor-
tunities. It was great to hit the ground 
running but we also got to have a pri-
vate meeting with our boss, got an in-
troductory presentation from Julia, the 
previous fellow, and went out to a group 
lunch with everyone. I was even told 
that I could feel free to go to Kyrgyzstan 
or Tajikistan and work out of their of-
fices for a stretch if I wanted to.

In other news:

1. I think I got a really swanky 20th 
floor penthouse. 
2. The food here isn’t nearly as 
bad as I’d thought. In fact the 
Georgian food is quite nice. 
3. Julia (PiA ’12) has been a 
huge help - certainly going 
above and beyond. Rina (Sum-
mer Intern ’14) and I are also 
getting along and hanging out. 
4. I love Almaty!!!!!!!!!!!!!

            Simon Persico 
Population Services International 

Almaty, Kazakhstan

We have been all around the city 
and spent the mid autumn festival with 
my stepmom’s family. Anthony and 
I also joined them last night at a very 
very intense badminton club - walked 
away without a win but with a couple 
sore wrists!

I think that covers what we have ac-
complished this past week.... we are still 
in the market for both a communal rice 
cooker and speaker system. Then this 
weekend we have plans to see some 
other distant relative of so and so in the 
Peking Opera!

Chloe Songer 
          Wuhan University of Technology    
                            Wuhan,  Hubei, China

Summer of Service ’14 (Ben Goldman, Alison 
Chang, Sharim Estevez, Amalya Megerman, and 

Alyson Beveridge) spent the summer in Jishou.

VOICES FROM THE FIELD (continued)
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Over the past few months, the PiA team and a dedicated corps of Trustees 
have been hard at work building the foundation of PiA’s strategic plan for 
the next five years. This summer, we conducted nearly 60 individual con-
sultations  and focus group discussions with a broad cross-section of PiA 
stakeholders in Asia and the US, including fellows, alumni, staff, former 
staff and trustees; our partners in Asia, at Princeton University and at other 
colleges and universities; and our counterparts at peer organizations. These 
interviews were designed to reveal, from a variety of perspectives, PiA’s 
core strengths and unique differentiating factors, which we will use as the 
foundation for our growth and development going forward. 

The feedback from the interviews with all of our stakeholder groups was 
overwhelmingly positive, and underscored that PiA has been very success-
ful in providing transformational experiences for generations of fellows. 
These experiences change how we see the world, how we understand the 
concept of community and our role in it, how we spend our lives, and how 
we engage with people, communities, situations and challenges we come 
across at every stage of our lives. These experiences help us develop hard 
skills and soft skills, and prepare us for the unexpected. As one alum put it, 
“PiA is a crash course into the unexpected stuff that you’ll be expected to navigate in any career you have. It’s the profession-
al and unprofessional development 101.” And most importantly, these experiences foster the appreciation and embodiment 
of values – empathy, community engagement, open-mindedness, flexibility, a commitment to learning, and above all else, 
humility – that inform and enrich our lives, long after we have left Shihezi or Soc Trang. These values make for good friends, 
good neighbors, and good partners. It was not a surprise, then, that PiAers expressed a strong desire for more opportunities 
and ways to engage and collaborate with the broader PiA community, both formally and informally, after the fellowship 
experience. 

Indeed the most interesting learning in this process came from discussions with our partners in Asia, who work on the 
ground with our fellows, day in and day out. We found that our partners value the PiA network and want to have more 
chances to connect with the PiA community; as a partner in Singapore described it, “PiA fellows bring with them the PiA 
network – for knowledge and for relationships. This is a tremendous boon for the organization.” They value the enthusiasm, 
work ethic and dedication fellows bring to each task, to the mission of their organization, and to their communities. They 
value the role PiA fellows play as cultural ambassadors, exposing their team members to different ways of thinking and 
working. And they, too, valued the transformations that take place on their end, at both the individual and institutional 
level, through the ongoing, personal cross-cultural collaboration between PiA fellows and local peers as they work together 
to address local challenges. 

In our consultations, we heard many stirring stories of micro- and macro-level changes that took place through PiA. One 
young woman in Laos who worked closely with a PiA fellow said that through her interactions with a PiA fellow, “I feel more 
comfortable speaking up and sharing my ideas. I don’t have to be ashamed or afraid.” A key partner at a college in China 
said that without his engagement with PiA, “I’d be a businessman, but now every day I am closer to my hopes” of getting a 
PhD and enacting change to [my] school. We heard about institutional-level change that took place as a result of long-term 
partnerships with PiA: after nearly ten years of close partnership with PiA, one partner at a Teacher’s College in China said, 
“Our school is now famous for English teaching in the region…students know that this is the place to learn English.” One 
partner in Vietnam said, “over the years, PiA fellows have helped to build our foundation by supporting internal structures 
and procedures.” And finally, our partners pointed to issue-level impact PiA fellows contributed to over the long term. One 
partner at a public health NGO in Laos said that PiA fellows made it possible for their organization to secure the resources 
for launching urgent, high-impact projects in underfunded public health areas such as nutrition and water and sanitation. 

These stories of transformation are inspiring, and provide evidence that the PiA ripple is strong and meaningful on both 
sides of the equation. Moving forward, PiA must continue to excel at providing immersive, transformational experiences 
for our fellows that transform perspectives and cultivate long-lasting relationships; this is how we foster mutual apprecia-
tion and understanding, and facilitate cultural exchange. But we must also better understand the transformations that take 
place in our partners, and refine and enhance our programming to allow for our peers and partners and Asia to have similar 
opportunities to grow, develop, connect and collaborate with each other and with the PiA community, as our PiA fellows 
and alumni do. Examining our existing programming and structures through the lens of mutuality has already revealed 
opportunities for us to amplify the ripple for our partners, and as the PiA team visits with partners far and wide across Asia 
this fall on site visits, we will engage in further discussions with our partners about how PiA can best do this. This strategic 
shift, built upon the foundation of knowledge, experiences and ideas of our fellows, alumni, partners, peers and friends, 
will only serve to strengthen our ability to fulfill our mission and enhance the transformational experience for fellows that 
is core to Princeton in Asia.

UPDATES FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MAGGIE DILLON 

Maggie with Shihezi University Fellows Tao Tao Holmes, 
Chris DeLacy and Marina Powers, and Mr. Jason from  
the Foreign Affairs Department of Shihezi University,  

gather after an official lunch. 
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Greetings from the Ashinaga Kokoro-
juku and Rainbow House in Tokyo! 
What, you ask, is a Kokorojuku? What, 
you ask, is a Rainbow House? What, 
you ask, is an Ashinaga? Ashinaga is my 
host organization: they provide no-in-
terest loans to Japanese high school and 
college students who have lost a parent, 
scholarships to African orphans who 
wish to study in Japan, and emotional 
and educational support to orphans un-
der the age of 15 all across the country. 
The name literally means “daddy long-
legs” and refers to the Ashinaga-san, a 
system of anonymous donors who fund 
a large part of Ashinaga’s work in Japan 
and abroad.  

Kokorojuku, or literally “cram school 
of the heart” is the heavily subsidized 
dormitory (bed, board, and a variety of 
extra programming and special classes, 
all for 10,000 yen a month!) they run 
for their university students in the vi-
cinity of Tokyo; it currently houses 70 
students attending a wide range of uni-
versities in the area, as well as 30 inter-
national interns participating in a sum-
mer program. The Rainbow House is 
the building dedicated to support pro-
grams for younger children; Ashinaga 
has several of them scattered around 
Japan (three in the area that was dev-
astated in 2011 by the Great East Japan 
Earthquake and Tsunami) and is build-
ing one in Uganda right now.

My job at the moment is to help run 
the summer internship program, which 
has brought 94 international college 
students to Japan for the summer to 
learn about Japanese culture, teach En-

glish and cultural classes at the Kokoro-
juku, and help publicize and organize 
Ashinaga’s new 100 Year Vision for 
Africa—sending a student from each 
sub-Saharan country to an internation-
ally renowned university, so that they 
can return to their home country and 
help shape its future. 

So far we’ve spent 4 weeks at the 
Kokorojuku in Tokyo, 2 weeks in Kyoto 
(attending a variety of lectures on Jap-
anese culture and visiting a number of 
historically significant sites), a week in 
Tohoku touring the tsunami rebuild-
ing efforts, and a week working at the 
summer camps Ashinaga runs all over 
Japan for their high school scholars—I 
was on Edaijima Island, off of Hiro-
shima. We also attended the Global 
Student Conference on Ashinaga’s 100 
Year Vision in Yamanashi. 

I have taught a single English class so 
far—to high school students at Sendai 
Ikuei Gakuen High School in Sendai, 
not to any of the Ashinaga scholars. 
Once the summer internship program 
ends on October 1st, I essentially switch 
gears into an entirely different job: of-
fering one-on-one English tutorials and 
cultural programming to the university 
students at the Tokyo Kokorojuku, with 
a little bit of translation work thrown 

in. But for now, it’s a lot of scheduling 
and herding and making sure every-
one’s dietary restrictions are accom-
modated, keeping people quiet in hotel 
lobbies, and making sure everyone gets 
to their classes on time.

I have, in a slightly backwards fashion, 
spent a good amount of time helping 
the summer interns plan their ESL les-
sons—although my 20 minute version 
of the TEFL course probably isn’t quite 
up to snuff, I’ve passed along (hopeful-
ly) the most essential bits of wisdom! 
I’ve also been making lots of plans for 
my own classes in the fall; my cowork-
ers and I have begun a list of culturally 
essential Western movies, so if anyone 
has access to the Japanese subtitles 
for Star Wars: Episodes IV, V, and VI, 
please let me know. In my rather limit-
ed spare time, I’ve visited a cat café, an 
owl café, mostly furnished my apart-
ment, and gone on an epic quest for 
pint servings of ice cream in Japanese 
grocery stores. I’m Looking forward to 
the second phase of the summer intern-
ship program—another trip to summer 
camp and one more week in Kyoto, be-
fore I’m back in Tokyo for the rest of the 
year!

Juliet Debutts
Ashinaga, Tokyo

FELLOW SPOTLIGHT: Juliet Debutts - Ashinaga, Tokyo, Japan 

In 2014, PiA started a partnership 
with Ashinaga, an organization ded-
icated to supporting the education of 
children who have lost a parent. Our 
first fellow, Juliet Debutts, reflects on 
her first two months:

Juliet and her friends from the Summer Internship Program at Ashinaga.
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One Sunday, my host family took me 
to a modern rendition of a tradition-
al Kabuki play and it was absolutely 
phenomenal. As a student who stud-
ies Shakespeare and Western dramatic 
literature, it was particularly engaging 
to experience the Eastern counterpart. 
The performance was put on by the 
leading Kabuki company, based on one 
of the original companies from the Edo 
period. 

Much of the staging of the production 
involved the use of the two aisles, and 
in three instances, the actors actually 
walked from one aisle to another right 
across the section where we were seat-
ed which caused everyone to laugh and 
shuffle around in order to avoid being 
stepped on. At another point, an actor 
came and sat directly between me and 
my host brother for nearly a minute 
while he watched a comical fight scene 
happening on stage. It was thrilling!  

Katherine Clifton, Osawa ’14

Perhaps the most surprising thing 
about Katherine’s Osawa fellowship is 
her encounter with all things related to 
Shakespeare in Japan. I already knew 
that she was interested in studying 
Shakespeare, possibly for her thesis, so 
I searched around for good places. 

I was not too hopeful, but I discovered 
that the Tsubouchi Memorial Theater 
museum is located on the Waseda Uni-
versity campus. We discovered numer-
ous pamphlets from many many per-
formances in Japan, as well as beautiful 
models of Shakespearean theaters. She 
also attended a Shakespeare reading. 
One thing led to another, and she met 
a college student studying Shakespeare 
and they met up and had coffee togeth-
er to talk about Shakespeare!

Hidekazu Oki, Princeton Club of Tokyo

THE OSAWA FELLOWSHIP: 56 Summers in Tokyo

Princeton in Asia’s longest-running program is the Osawa Fellowship, which selects one lucky Princeton undergrad-
uate to spend the summer in the Tokyo heat, living with a host family, teaching English to students of all ages, and 
traveling through the country. Katherine Clifton (Osawa ’14), Max Behar (Osawa ’11) , and Hidekazu Oki (Princeton 
Club of Tokyo) wrote in about the Osawa Fellowship, Shakespeare, Kabuki, and deep conversations.

From the Archives: History of the Osawa Fellowship

Jackson Huddleston ’60 and Hamilton Meserve ’59 set off for Tokyo with the 
encouragement of a Princeton professor and the promise of help from Yoshio 
Osawa ’25 and his son Zenro Osawa ’57. This was the beginning of the Osa-
wa-Princeton Club of Japan summer fellowship.

“That summer there was a drought and, being without air-conditioning, we 
often concluded the evening sitting on the roof of I-House drinking beer and 
watching the all-night construction of the Tokyo Tower.”

“Our students were various: a nine-year-old girl, an elderly medical scholar, the 
two sons and half-brother of the then-Foreign Minister, and the Censorship 
Bureau - where Ham saw the films before they were censored. The following 
year the lucky interns taught geisha!”

Excerpts from “Princeton-in-Asia: A Century of Service” by Melanie Kirkpatrick

Although not my first time in Japan, 
doing the Osawa Fellowship meant I 
would be living in Tokyo for the first 
time with a home stay family—the 
Takeshitas. Mrs. Takeshita generously 
made me breakfast and dinner every-
day, and when I did see Mr. Takeshita, 
we had some fun—and slightly tipsy—
dinner conversations. 

My fellowship took place during the 
summer of 2011, so my schedule had 
been shifted due to the recent Fukushi-
ma disaster. But as soon as I arrived in 
Japan, I received emails from a num-
ber of generous Princeton alumni, who 
took their time to show me around 
Tokyo. I am thankful for the Osawa 
Fellowship for connecting me with so 
many interesting Princeton alumni 
who took their time to show me and 
connect me to parts of Japan I might 
have otherwise never experienced.

Max Behar, Osawa ’11, PiA Japan ’14
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During the summer of 1975, just after graduation, I traveled to Tokyo as a Princeton in Asia Osawa Fellow.   Princeton 
summer fellows typically stayed at the Tokyo YMCA, but since I was one of the first women Osawa Fellows, PiA de-
termined that I should live with a family.  Barney and Taeko Williamson invited me to live with them for the summer.  
At the time Barney was the Far East Director of Hercules, Ltd, one of the companies where I was assigned to teach 
conversational English to young Japanese employees.

Barney was a formidable presence, with his physical stature, military haircut, and booming voice.  But his twinkling 
eyes, robust laugh, and exuberance for life made him immediately endearing.  Indeed, he was a true representative of 
our twentieth century’s “Greatest Generation.”  Barney was completely bilingual and bicultural, and told me with evi-
dent pride that Asian business people were surprised to meet him, because when they talked to him on the phone they 
assumed he was Japanese.

Living with and getting to know Barney and Taeko profoundly influenced my PiA experience.  They welcomed me into 
their home and into their lives. They helped me navigate the subway system as I commuted to my teaching assignments.  
On weekends they took me to various important cultural and religious sites in Tokyo.  I took Ikebana flower arranging 
lessons and experienced a tea ceremony with Taeko.  She translated when I learned about her mother’s experiences 
living through World War II. The Williamsons even included me in a vacation trip to Taipei – far above and beyond my 
expectations for a summer host family.  Through their eyes and their lives, I developed a keen appreciation for Japanese 
culture, architecture, landscape, language, and history.

A decade later, my husband Dennis’ energy company, the AES Corporation, partnered with several Japanese compa-
nies, and we had the opportunity to reconnect with Barney and Taeko on a business trip to Tokyo.  Later, when Barney 
moved to Pennsylvania and became director of Princeton in Asia, he frequently stopped by to visit us in Arlington, VA, 
when he brought Asian friends or exchange students who were staying with them to tour Washington DC.

Barney Williamson’s life and work provided a solid, enduring cultural bridge between Japan and the United States.   He 
epitomized Princeton in Asia’s mission.  I treasure his friendship and mentorship in my life.

Eileen Bakke
Osawa Fellow, 1975

REMEMBERING BARNEY WILLIAMSON

Eileen Bakke (L), Taeko (Center), and Barney (R) in Japan.

Princeton in Asia lost a dear friend and 
important member of our community 
with the passing of Barney Williamson. 
Barney and his wife Taeko played host 
to a constant stream of Princeton in 
Asia fellows and interns in Tokyo during 
the 70s and 80s. Barney’s home was a 
“cool spot”  on hot Tokyo summer nights. 
Later, he returned to Princeton to act as 
Executive Director of Princeton in Asia. 
His generosity and guidance towards 
young PiAers created the basis of what 
is known as the “PiA spirit” today. Hon-
oring his life, we have collected memo-
ries from PiA fellows from “the Barney 
Years”.
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Ah, Tokyo, summer 1981.  Days were hot.  Damn hot.  Nights about the same.

One cool spot, Barney and Taeko Williamson’s apartment, lively dinners, con-
versation and music.  According to Taeko, my guitar apparently having made 
the Tenneseee-Tokyo trip with me, a transpacific tote much more likely at age 
twenty-one (now I slip a harmonica in my pocket.)  ‘Tennessee Waltz’ a top 
request at such parties, a big hit in Japan years before.

I still recall the ease with which Barney brought together his Japanese friends 
with gaijin like me.  Heck, I’d never spent an extended period outside the U.S., 
much less in a place as different as Tokyo.  I loved it.  PiA, through Barney and 
the Princeton cohort, created that love, one that still abides.  Thanks Barney.

Charles Monk
Osawa Fellow, 1981

I will always be indebted to Barney Williamson’s effective marketing for 
bringing me into the PiA family.  As I was walking through Jones Hall one 
day during the winter of 1985, a flyer caught my attention -- “Spend the sum-
mer in Tokyo – Free Airfare.”  At that point in my life I neither had a passport 
nor the money to buy a ticket to Japan.   The flyer beckoned, so I detoured 
immediately to the Princeton in Asia office.  I knocked on the door and in-
troduced myself to Barney.  Despite my lack of travel experience, Barney was 
encouraging and confident that I was a perfect candidate for Nikko Securities 
summer program.  After an application and interviews, my introduction to 
Asia, and the world, was underway.  What a life-altering gift from Barney and 
PiA.  It all started with a simple flyer in Jones Hall and a welcoming hand-
shake from Barney when I knocked on the door.

Barney made sure the PiA door was open to all comers.  He brought an 
enthusiasm to the program that attracted students to the adventures that PiA 
offered.  Thank you, Barney, for the direct recruiting that caught my atten-
tion.  Thank you for the encouragement to venture to Tokyo for the summer 
of 1986.  My life was never the same.  You are missed.  We will pass on the 
Princeton in Asia legacy in your memory.

W. Bruce Comer
Nikko Securities, 1986

Maynard “Barney” Williamson
March 12, 1922 - June 13, 2014

Barney was born in Englewood, New 
Jersey on March 12, 1922, to the late 
James and Ethel Burdon Williamson 
and soon thereafter moved with his 
family to Upper Nyack, New York. 
He matriculated at Princeton Uni-
versity, enlisted in the US Navy in 
1942 and graduated from Princeton 
with high honors in 1943. 

Barney was awarded his Ensign com-
mission on June 16, 1943 and the 
next day married Joan Brewer. After 
commissioning, his ship was ordered 
to service in the Atlantic and sub-
sequently designated as command 
ship for Major General Gerhardt of 
the 29th Infantry Division during 
the Omaha Beach Landings at Nor-
mandy. After the close of WWII, he 
was employed in several positions in 
industry, culminating in 1962 with 
the Hercules Powder Company. For 
over two decades, Barney continued 
to represent Hercules in internation-
al assignments, finally in Asia as Di-
rector, Far East. In addition, he was 
active with Presidency of the Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce of Japan 
and of the Princeton Club of Japan. 
Barney married Taeko Yasuda in To-
kyo in January, 1974. It was during 
this time that Barney and Taeko wel-
comed many Princeton in Asia fel-
lows to their home in Tokyo. 

In 1985, Barney retired from indus-
try, and he and Taeko moved to the 
house in Carlisle, Pennsylvania that 
had been built by his grandfather in 
the 1920s. He served as Executive 
Director of Princeton in Asia from 
1985-1989. During his retirement, 
he continued to serve the communi-
ty through several activities includ-
ing trusteeship of Princeton in Asia, 
and, with his wife Taeko, who did 
volunteer work with Hospice. 

REMEMBERING BARNEY WILLIAMSON (continued)
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will see our Singapore office as their 
“kampung” in Asia, and will reach out 
to me for connections, introductions, 
travel tips, or just to meet up for tea 
or a Tiger beer when you are passing 
through town. I am thrilled to help 
weave the thread that connects our 
community across this continent, and 
I can’t wait to see any and all of you 
whenever you next “pulang.” We’ve 
got plenty of Ping-Pong paddles to go 
around.

No matter your time zone, you can 
reach me at piaalum@princeton.edu. 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
Sampai ketemu!

Fiona Miller
PiA Indonesia ’09

Director of Asia Operations

All the pieces are in place and the 
machine is humming – so now, enter 
YOU! PiA’s greatest strength has al-
ways been its people, and we have an 
incredibly vibrant network of fellows, 
alumni, partners and friends based 
both here in Singapore and across the 
region – not to mention all of those 
based elsewhere whose work (and lei-
sure) bring them frequently through 
Asia. My vision is that our office here 
will be a hub of PiA activity, a node in 
that network, connecting members of 
our community both back to PiA, and 
to each other.

One of my favorite phrases from my 
time as a PiA fellow teaching in Yo-
gyakarta, Indonesia is pulang kam-
pung, which literally means, “coming 
home to the village.” The concept of 
home and homecoming is central in 
Indonesian culture – and though, in 
a country of 250 million people scat-
tered across 13,000 islands, there are 
many travelers, no one ever forgets 
where they come from. Everyone al-
ways makes time to go home. It is my 
hope that members of the PiA family 

THE LATEST FROM THE LITTLE RED DOT

PUTTING THE “ASIA” BACK IN 
PRINCETON IN ASIA

Change is afoot in the Little Red Dot. 
This past summer, the PiA team bid 
farewell to our very own Richard Van 
Horne (PiA Japan ’75 and ’78). After 
directing PiA’s field office in Singa-
pore for the past two years, Richard 
has relocated back to the US to con-
tinue his adventures in Laramie, Wy-
oming (where else?). Richard has left 
behind many friends, fans and incred-
ibly big shoes to fill, and we will miss 
him greatly – though luckily for us, he 
will continue to serve on our Board of 
Trustees, so he’s not completely off the 
hook! 

This year PiA celebrates the 5th anni-
versary of the reestablishment of our 
office here in Singapore, and as I take 
up the directorship of PiA’s Asia-based 
operations, I am grateful to have the 
benefit of an extremely strong oper-
ational infrastructure. Just as the PiA 
fellows step into the shadows of their 
predecessors when they arrive in Asia 
to begin their posts, I too stand on the 
shoulders of giants: Leslie Medema, 
who poured her blood, sweat, tears 
and bureaucracy-conquering charm 
into setting up our legal entity in Sin-
gapore and launching this office in 
style; Megan McGowan and Collette 
Abbott, who carried the torch, kept 
it burning, and threw a few awesome 
parties while they were at it; and of 
course, Richard, who not only made 
it his mission to raise PiA’s profile 
both in Singapore and in Asia at large, 
but who will also forever be remem-
bered within our community here as 
the guy who bought the office a Ping-
Pong table. No joke.

PiA’s own “kampung” in Singapore says goodbye to Richard Van Horne.
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STILL LIVING THE DREAM 
IN ASIA

Who said PiA was just a yearlong gig? 

Sonia Livdahl (Japan ’10) is still 
living in Tokyo, working for a risk 
management consulting firm. 
She recently met up with Jon 
Delikat (China ’10), who is 
working for the same firm in 
Shanghai, when he came to 
visit the Tokyo office. Sonia’s 
fellow post-mates are also still 
kicking it – Paul Barndt (Ja-
pan ’09) has made his debut 
on Japanese TV.

Ken Moritsugu (Japan ’86) 
and his wife Carmen relocat-
ed from Bangkok to Tokyo last 
year, where Ken took up a new 
post as the AP Bureau Chief. 
Congrats, Ken!

After his stint at the Wall Street Jour-
nal as a PiA fellow in Hong Kong, Ray 
Zhong (Hong Kong ’10) moved to 
London to continue work at the WSJ 
for two and a half more years. He re-
cently relocated to Delhi, still with the 
WSJ, to cover India. To Asia and back 
again…

Allison Behringer (Thailand ’12) 
has set up shop in India, where she 
is working for Pasand, a non-profit 
organization started by a few of her 
friends that aims to deliver menstrual 
health education to women in India 
and shatter the taboos surrounding 
menstruation. You can check them 
out at pasandpads.com and follow 
them on twitter @PasandTeam. Al-
lison recently met up with Richard 
Boehnke (Vietnam ’12) in Mumbai, 
where they got some food (of course) 
and explored the city together.

Ted Karch (Hong Kong ’11) fin-
ished up his first year of law school, 
and spent the summer working at a 
Chinese public interest law firm that 
provides legal aid for labor law issues, 
focusing on migrant workers.

In Ted’s words: “I’m out here re-im-
mersing myself in Asia and prac-
ticing the Chinese that I neglected 
while stuck inside reading about tort 
law. It’s been really interesting so far. 
Plus, being the only foreigner in the 
office is a surefire way to get asked to 
sing and dance at office parties. Who 
knew?”

Kate Voss (Nepal ’11) is finally get-
ting back to the Himalayas! She will 
be conducting fieldwork in the Arun 
watershed of eastern Nepal from Au-
gust to November, before returning to 
her PhD program in Santa Barbara. 
She already met up with current 
PiAer Tory Grieves (Nepal ’14) to 
make a Mediterranean feast complete 
with hummus, baba ganoush, and 
falafel. Talk about two great chick-
peas!

Allison and Richard explore the Gateway of India in Mumbai.

Elizabeth Saunders (East Timor ’12) 
relocated to Yogyakarta, Indonesia in 
September to begin study of Baha-
sa Indonesia on a scholarship from 
the Indonesian government. Selamat 
jalan, Elizabeth!

COOL ENOUGH FOR 
SCHOOL

Rachel Machefsky (Nepal 
’12) has traded one arctic 
winter for another. She re-
cently relocated to Boston, 
where she will begin a mas-
ter’s program at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Educa-
tion. Rachel, welcome to the 
world of snow blowers. It’s 
good to have you back!

Kurt Kuehne (Singapore ’08) 
spent the summer in Madi-

son, Wisconsin, where he was 
working on 2nd year Burmese, 

and this fall he will begin the second 
and final year of his master’s program 
in Southeast Asian Studies. In the 
meantime, he is taking tennis lessons, 
cycling, and kayaking up a storm. In 
Kurt’s own words: “I’m moving to 
the lake shore in a few weeks, so I’ll 
be commuting by kayak all autumn. 
Things are good.”

Rachel’s last day in Nepal.
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KEEPING IT IN THE
 PiA FAMILY

Suzanne Welles Shahnavaz (Sin-
gapore ’05) and Nikrad Shahnavaz 
celebrated their recent wedding 
on Mount Desert Island in Maine. 
Next stop: China, Vietnam, Laos 
and Cambodia to keep the PiA 
dream alive!

Liz Kernion (Singapore ’09) is 
living in LA and juggling part-time 
work, grad school prep, and moth-
erhood. Can you say, “rockstar?” 
We can. Rockstar.

Billie Ann Thirolf (PiA Class of 
2034) – daughter of Jack Thirolf 
(Vietnam ’06) and Catherine Peff 
Thirolf (Vietnam ’08) – is already 
outlining her PiA application. See-
ing as her parents met while teach-
ing in the Delta on PiA, we’re pretty 
sure she’ll get in.

Alvin Lin (China ’08) got married 
twice: once in Irvine, California in 
early May and then again in Fukuo-
ka, Japan (to the same lucky lady, 
of course). Now he’s back in Beijing 
spreading the PiA legacy to four 
more PiAers at the Natural Re-
sources Defense Council! Congrats!

In “a blatant attempt to make it into 
the next PiA newsletter”, Philip 
Williams (Thailand ’07) sent along 
a photo of the PiA crew at the 
wedding of Casey Dlott (Indonesia 
’07) and Joel Schulman’s in Corto-
na, Italy earlier this year. Khap khun 
khrap, Phil! How could we resist?

Suzanne and Nikrad on their wedding day.

Liz and Percy living it up. Billie Ann looking comfortable, yet  
stylish in her PiA onesie.

Alvin and Eriko tying the (kimono) knot at their wedding in Fukuoka.

Casey Dlott and her PiA pals in Italy.

ALUMNI NOTES (continued)
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Shannon Hiller (Cambodia ’09) 
spent the summer in Kampala, 
Uganda working with USAID, and 
stopped off in Cambodia for a tour 
of the old stomping grounds before 
heading back to Princeton and her 
master’s program and the Woodrow 
Wilson School. Shannon told us 
that, believe it or not, she was just 
a little bit psyched to get back to 
Princeton and settle in. We believe 
it. Sort of.

stinky cheese at a time. Karen re-
cently wrote us: “Though I’m pretty 
far removed from my life in Asia, I 
am proud to say that for one of my 
entries I found a way to link Chinese 
New Year, Chinese food in Paris, 
and a pungent French cheese called 
Tomme de Brebis d’Estive.” Karen 
invites any PiAers passing through 
Paris to look her up – cheese recom-
mendations included!

Fiona Wilson (Thailand ’11) is liv-
ing in South Africa and working 
on the Clinton Climate Initiative’s 
Islands Energy Program, advising 
governments of island nations in 
Africa on how to utilize renewable 
energy sources.

Ben Shell (Thailand ’05 and Mon-
golia ’06) is still holding down the 
fort in Haiti, where he has founded 
the organization Limye Pa w, a so-
cial business committed to bringing 
affordable, reliable and clean ener-
gy to rural communities in Haiti. 
Check it out at www.limyepaw.com. 

After a year kickin’ it around Phnom 
Penh, Ansel Ashby (Singapore ’11) 
has moved to Australia to pursue his 
dream of becoming a winemaker. 
He plans to start a master’s program 
in viticulture and enology this year. 
Do we sense a PiA Sommelier Lau-
reate in the making?

Krishnan Raghavan (Thailand ’11) 
recently relocated to Nairobi, Ken-
ya, where is working for d.light, a 
solar power social enterprise, man-
aging programs all over Africa and 
Asia. Of course, he’ll have to visit all 
of the regions he’s managing – not 
too shabby a gig.

ON THE JOB IN THE US OF A

Alex Holachek (Kazakhstan ’11) is 
living in Cambridge and working 
as a web developer for an academic 
search engine. 

There’s nothing like riding coattails. 
Shannon Wu (Summer Intern Viet-
nam ’11) recently wrote us: “I’m liv-
ing vicariously through my current 
PiA friends who are scattered all 
over Asia, while I am in a 9-5 job 
with little traveling!” Shannon, we 
feel your pain.

Mike Chenkin (China ’11) has 
moved to New York City to take up 
a post as a Program Assistant at the 
U.S. Asia Law Institute at NYU Law 
School.

Abigail Cooke (Thailand ’04) re-
cently moved from Los Angeles to 
Buffalo, NY. Toto, this isn’t South-
east Asia anymore!

Vince Faherty (Singapore ’03 and 
former PiA program director) has 
traded Beantown for the City of 
Brotherly Love. As Vince reflected, 
“The clam chowder isn’t as good, but 
the cheesesteaks are better. Plus I’m 
a lot closer to Princeton and there-
fore firmly in the orbit for things 
like the PiA Annual Dinner and 
whatever else!” Vince, YES.

PiA AROUND THE WORLD

Karen Regleman (Japan ’90) is cur-
rently living in Paris, France with 
her husband and two daughters, 
where she is working on a year-long 
project – AYearInFromage.com – 
to write about life in France, one 

For  All B-School Hopefuls!

Darren Joe (Singapore ‘03) is 
living in Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam 
and working on Touch MBA, 
a company he founded to help 
MBA applicants find best-fit 
business schools in the US, Eu-
rope and Asia for free. A former 
MBA Admissions Director, Dar-
ren hopes the site will provide 
more access and opportunity to 
top talent in Southeast Asia and 
the rest of the world. He would 
be happy to speak with any in-
terested PiAers or meet up over 
a bowl of bun cha to talk about 
their b-school plans!

To learn more, visit 
www.touchmba.com or email 

darren@touchmba.com

ALUMNI NOTES (continued)
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It’s a small PiA world, after all.

I was hiking in Yosemite’s backcountry a few weeks ago with some family 
friends - proudly wearing my neon Princeton Class of 2014 tank top, of course 
- when a young woman stopped me by our camp washbasin and asked, “Oh, 
did you go to Princeton? I graduated in 2005!” It turned out that this was none 
other than Laura Pop, PiA KIMEP (Kazakhstan) alumna extraordinaire!! I had 
been reading her fellow report just days before going to Yosemite, and I had 
even looked her up on Facebook because she had the same last name as one 
of my professors from this past year. We were only able to talk briefly because 
both of our respective hiking groups were eager to set off for the day, but we 
managed to exchange some words of Princeton, PiA, and Almaty solidarity as 
well as snap a quick pic of our over-eager little faces. It was quite possibly the 
strangest - and best - coincidence of my entire young life, and it made me even 
more excited for all that is in store for me this upcoming year in Almaty. I have 
a very good feeling about it all. 

Linnea Paseiro, Kazakhstan ’14 Linnea and Laura pose during a very 
PiA run-in.


